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Participants 

◼ Panel Members: 

Gabriele Aquilina, Laurence Castle, Karl-Heinz Engel, Paul Fowler, Peter Fürst, Ursula Gundert-

Remy1, Rainer Gürtler, Trine Husøy, Melania Manco, Wim Mennes, Peter Moldeus, Sabina 

Passamonti, Romina Shah1, Dina (Ine) Waalkens-Berendsen, Matthew Wright and Maged Younes 

 

◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

DG SANTE (Health and Food Safety), E2 Food processing technologies and novel foods: 

Stylianos Kolouris and Jiri Sochor 

◼ Hearing Experts: Joop de Knecht (for agenda item 6.1) 

◼ EFSA:  

FIP Unit: Valeriu Curtui, Maria Carfi, Consuelo Civitella, Antonio Rivas Cornejo, Christina Kyrkou, 

Marcello Laganaro, Federica Lodi, Carla Martino, Agnieszka Mech, Ana Maria Rincon, Camilla 

Smeraldi, Alkiviadis Stagkos-Georgiadis, Alexandra Tard, Giorgia Vianello 

FEEDCO Unit: Paola Manini, Jordi Tarres Call (for agenda item 6.1) 

Chief Scientist Office: Yann Devos (for agenda item 6.1) 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants in the meeting. Apologies were received from Ursula Gundert-

Remy and Romina Shah for the morning session. The Panel Member Maria Frutos Fernandez could not 

join the plenary meeting because her annual Declaration of Interest had expired and evaluation of the 

updated one could not be completed before the start of the meeting. 

 
1 Apologies AM session 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
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2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 

Panel members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues discussed 

in this meeting have been identified during the screening process. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 26th Plenary meeting held on 15 

December 2021, as online meeting 

The minutes of the 26th FAF Plenary meeting held on 15 December 2021 were agreed by written 
procedure on 10 January 20224. 

5. Report on written procedures since 26th Plenary meeting 

No scientific outputs were adopted by written procedure since the last plenary meeting. 

6. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

FLAVOURINGS 

6.1. Update of EFSA guidance on the data required for the risk assessment 
of flavourings (EFSA-Q-2021-00289) 

Further to the discussion held at a previous plenary meeting in November 2021, a first draft 

of the updated scientific guidance on the data required for the risk assessment of flavourings 

was presented to the Panel.  The guidance is intended to define the data required for the risk 

assessment of new applications on flavourings submitted under Regulation (EC) No 

1334/2008 and Regulation (EC) No 1331/2008 on the Common Authorisation Procedures for 

food additives, food enzymes and food flavourings and its implementing Commission 

Regulation (EC) No 234/2011. The updated guidance is also expected to consider the latest 

cross-sectional documents relevant for flavourings evaluations that have been developed by 

EFSA since the adoption of the current guidance documents on the risk assessment of 

flavourings. 

The updated guidance is being developed around the following four chapters: 

 

• Chapter 1, containing information specific to the characterisation of the food 

flavouring, including, depending on the type of flavouring, data on its identity, 

production process, compositional data, stability, reaction and fate in foods and 

specifications.  

 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 211110_m.pdf (europa.eu) 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2021-12/211110_m.pdf
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• Chapter 2, containing the information on existing evaluations from other regulatory 

bodies, if applicable.  

 

• Chapter 3, containing the information on proposed uses and use levels and the 

exposure assessment.  

 

• Chapter 4, containing information on the safety of the food flavouring, including data 

on its genotoxic potential and other toxicological information, and information on the 

safety for the environment. 

 

At the current plenary meeting the Panel was invited to provide comments on the draft text 

proposed for the chapters on characterisation and exposure assessment. Steer from the Panel 

was also sought with respect to the approach proposed for the section on the safety for the 

environment. To this end, the hearing expert Joop de Knecht joined the current plenary 

meeting to address questions from the Panel members on the approach proposed in the draft 

guidance to address the request included in the EC mandate to also consider the protection 

of the environment, where appropriate, in the updated guidance.  

 

The Panel agreed with the proposed approach and provided several comments to the draft 

guidance that will require further elaboration by the Working Group on Guidance Update on 

Flavourings. A revised draft will be presented to a forthcoming Plenary meeting for possible 

endorsement before release for public consultation. 

FOOD ADDITIVES 

6.2. Polyglycerol polyricinoleate (E 476): proposed extension of use in 
edible ices and emulsified sauces (EFSA-Q-2021-00400) and amendment 
of specifications (EFSA-Q-2021-00559) 

The Panel discussed the approach to be followed for addressing two mandates received from 

the European Commission on the food additive polyglycerol polyricinoleate (E 476). The view of 

the Panel was sought with respect to the estimates of exposure to be used in the safety 

assessment of both the proposed extension of use and the proposed amendment of the 

specifications addressing the recommendations indicated in the re-evaluation of E 476 resulting 

completed by the former ANS Panel in 2017.  

The Panel was informed that since the completion of the re-evaluation of E 476 by the ANS 

Panel in 2017, the permitted uses and use levels of this food additive in Annex II to Regulation 

(EC) No 1333/2008 have changed.  

The Panel was of the view that a new exposure estimate would be needed to reach conclusions 

on the new proposed limits for impurities to be introduced in the specifications of the food 

additive E 476.  The Panel also considered appropriate to issue a single scientific opinion 

covering both mandates. 

Based on the advice received, a draft scientific opinion will be further elaborated by the WG 

Specifications, to be presented to a forthcoming Plenary meeting for possible adoption. 
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6.3. Safety of sulphur dioxide (E 220), sodium sulphite (E 221), sodium 
bisulphite (E 222), sodium metabisulphite (E 223), potassium 
metabisulphite (E 224), calcium sulphite (E 226), calcium bisulphite (E 
227) and potassium bisulphite (E 228) as food additives (EFSA-Q-2021-
00110) 

Further to the presentation given at the previous plenary meeting in December 2021, the Panel 

was consulted with respect to the approach to be followed for progressing with the preparation 

of the scientific opinion on the follow-up to the re-evaluation of sulphur dioxide and sulphites 

(E 220-228) as food additives issued by the ANS Panel in 2016. An overview of the data 

available, including those retrieved from the literature search performed by EFSA as requested 

in the mandate was presented to the Panel. The Panel was also informed on the approach 

proposed by the WG for the screening of the relevance of the publications and for the appraisal 

of their reliability. An updated exposure assessment will be performed, taking into account the 

new data available to EFSA.  

According to the initial request, the deadline for completing this assessment would be the end 

of February 2022, however this will have to be renegotiated between EFSA and the European 

Commission. 

 

7. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion 

No other scientific topics for information and/or discussion. 

8. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, EFSA, the 

European Commission 

 8.1. Scientific Committee and Scientific Panel(s) including their Working 
Groups 

No meetings of the EFSA Scientific Committee were held since the last plenary meeting.  

  8.1.1. FAF Panel Working Groups 

No additional points were raised in addition to what is already recorded in the minutes of the 

existing FAF Panel WG meetings. 

 

8.2. EFSA including its Working Groups/Task Forces 

Nothing to report. 

8.3. European Commission 

Nothing to report. 

9. New mandates 

The Panel was informed of the following new mandate received since the previous plenary meeting 

held on 15 December 2021: 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/science/scientific-committee-and-panels/faf#working-groups
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• Request for EFSA to perform a risk assessment and to provide a scientific opinion on 

the safety in use of soy leghemoglobin from genetically modified Pichia pastoris yeast 

as a food additive  

Pending confirmation of the validity of the application, the WG Food Additives Applications will 

be tasked with the scientific assessment and the drafting of the scientific output (EFSA-Q-

2022-00031). 

No new applications were considered valid since the previous plenary meeting held on 15 December 

2021. 

10. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

 

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2022-00031
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2022-00031

