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EFSA grants: 
why, what, HOW
EFSA may award grants to organisations which are designated by their Member State to assist EFSA with its mission and 
which are included on the Article 36 list of Competent Organisations. The list of eligible organisations to whom EFSA grants 
may be awarded is updated regularly and details of how new organisations can be included on the list is available at 
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/partnersnetworks/scorg.

When applying for EFSA grants, organisations may apply alone or in consortium with other Article 36 organisations, unless 
speci�ed di�erently in the call for proposals. Applications may also involve some subcontracting, including with non-Art.36 
organisations under certain conditions speci�ed in the call

WHAT TASKS ARE ELIGIBLE?

METHODS OF FUNDING

Only tasks defined in Article 4 Regulation (EC) No 2230/2004 and Article 1 point 5e of Regulation (EU) 2019/1381 can be entrusted to organisations via a grant 
agreement to assist EFSA with its mission.

A higher rate of funding (co-financing) is given for tasks directly supporting risk assessment compared to a lower rate of funding for projects ideated by the beneficiary. 
Co-�nancing may be provided up to a maximum of 99% of the total eligible costs. Alternatively, grants using “Financing not linked to costs” may cover all project 
costs and may even result in a profit to the beneficiary. Sorted below by ease of processing

HOW IS THE GRANT AWARDED?

WHO OWNS GRANT DELIVERABLES?

TYPE OF GRANT AGREEMENT 

OPEN CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

Exceptional and duly substantiated emergencies; 
Organisation with a de jure or de facto monopoly;  
For activities with speci�c characteristics requiring a particular 
type of organisation due to its technical competence, high degree 
of specialisation or administrative powers.

Data delivery - collection/production 
Support in RA methodologies update/creation
Preparatory work leading to drafting 
EFSA Scienti�c Opinion 

Previous correlation: SPECIFIC GRANTS; TASKING GRANTS Previous correlation: PARTNERING; FELLOWSHIP; THEMATIC;  FOCAL POINT GRANTS

Dissemination of best practices
Information exchange
Knowledge sharing
Create new scienti�c knowledge 

RISK ASSESSMENT SUPPORT CAPACITY BUILDING

FRAMEWORK 
PARTNERSHIP 
AGREEMENT 

Financing not 
linked to costs

EASY

Unit costs

MEDIUM

Lump sum

MEDIUM

Flat rate

MEDIUM

Combination of 
other forms

MEDIUM

Reimbursement  
of  actually 

incurred costs
HARD

NO CALL FOR PROPOSALS

DIRECT 
AGREEMENT

One FPA signed with one bene�ciary 
(individual organisation or consortium).

Single  -  

Cascade -  FPA’s signed in order of ranking with 
di�erent bene�ciaries.

Exact deliverables & 
timing known

SPECIFIC 
AGREEMENTS

Exact deliverables & 
timing known

Exact deliverables & 
timing NOT known

For more details about rules related to EFSA grants, consult Title VIII EU Financial Regulation 2018 and https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/calls/art36grants
EFSA also awards contracts for services through public procurement procedures. For more details about rules related to EFSA procurement, consult Title VII 
EU Financial Regulation 2018 and https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/calls/procurement 

Open to all article 36 organisations 
which meet the requirements in the call 
for proposals.

When EFSA is owner of deliverables produced under the grant, 
EFSA can make use of those deliverables without consulting the 
bene�ciary.

When the bene�ciary is owner of deliverables  produced 
under the grant, they must request permission from EFSA prior 
to publishing or communicating information about the project

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32004R2230
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R1381
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32018R1046
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32018R1046
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32018R1046

