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EFSA is

The reference body for risk assessment of food and feed in the 
European Union. Its work covers the entire food chain – from 
field to fork

One of the number of bodies that are responsible for food safety 
in Europe



What EFSA does

Provides independent scientific advice and support for EU risk managers and 
policy makers on food and feed safety

Provides independent, timely risk communication

Promotes scientific cooperation



What EFSA does not do

Develop food safety policies and legislation

Adopt regulations, authorise marketing of new products

Enforce food safety legislation



EFSA’ s Role :Provide scientific advice 
from farm to fork
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Nutrition

Food Packaging

Plant protection

GMO

Plant health

Animal health & welfare

Animal feed

Biological hazards

Chemical contaminants

Food additives



The Journey: EFSA Colloquium 2014
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▪ Discussions on harmonised methods for 

human, animal and ecological RA mixtures

▪ Hazard Assessment 

▪ Exposure assessment

▪ New Methods and models (in vitro, in silico, OMICs)

▪ Current data gaps and future research needs

▪ Basis for MIXTOX Guidance Document (2016-2019)



MIXTOX Guidance Document (2019)

7

▪ Harmonised Guidance

▪ Whole Mixture approach

▪ Component-based approach

▪ Include interactions

▪ Problem Formulation

▪ Exposure and Hazard Assessment

▪ Risk Characterisation

▪ Reporting Table

▪ Human Health, Animal Health

▪ Environment
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▪ Scientific criteria for grouping

▪ Hazard-based criteria

▪ Prioritisation methods

▪ Recommendations

▪ International Workshop 

▪ Planned for 2020 to discuss guidance

▪ Delayed because of COVID-19 pandemic

▪ Public Consultation (May-July 2021) 

▪ Workshop: opportunity to discuss Guidance 

document and future challenges

MIXTOX 2 Guidance Document (2021)
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Thank you for sharing your expertise, and
Wishing you a fruitful and open debate! 



Stay connected

Subscribe to

efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters

efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Receive job alerts

careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

Follow us on Twitter

@efsa_eu

@plants_efsa

@methods_efsa

@animals_efsa

Follow us Linked in

Linkedin.com/company/efsa

Contact us

efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fcontact%2Faskefsa&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdda0d77411614bc0ac3e08d7b14ffa95%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637172829365517385&sdata=gSJxXSxDT0PSAHmVPFTwhUFw%2FAoziza8DQg167yWO1M%3D&reserved=0


#OneEU2022

One2022.eu
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