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EFSA’s fields of competence

EFSA - the reference body for risk assessment of food and feed 
in the European Union. Its work covers the entire food chain –
from farm to fork

Number of bodies that are responsible for food safety in Europe



Key output: scientific value

By the way and means of engagement, networking and cooperation 

Enhanced flexibility for EFSA scientific production (i.e., staff / MSs), 
namely through:

✓entrusting Art.36 organisations with preparatory work, including 
newly the possibility of drafting scientific opinions for peer-review 
by EFSA Panels from mid-2022

=> importance of a fit-for-purpose Art.36 List of organisations 

▪ More active role of MSs in building EFSA’s pool of experts 

▪ FPs’ set of tasks no.2: Networking and engagement 



Art.36 List as fit-for-purpose tool

List of Competent Organisations designated by Member States, also known as the “Article 36 
List” is updated regularly by EFSA’s Management Board: 

✓ currently 291 competent organisations included from all eligible 29 countries (EU27, 
Norway and Iceland),



Competences on the List 

Organisations included in the List are designated by MS specifying details of 
thier specific fields competence 

13 competence fields       
EFSA’s remit

1,863 contact person 
detials

291 organisations
29 countries 



Targeted distribution of information

Scientific activities: 

• Series of webinars
• Open calls
• Public consultations
• Open plenaries
• Workshops
• Trainings 
• Conferences 

6

amplifiers



EFSA needs / mandates / Work Programmes / priority areas

Specific topics / areas of work / expertise

MS / organisations / experts

Knowledge community 



How to build, keep and activate

EFSA’s compentence areas 

knowledge community in MS?

Interest

Information 

Involvement  

MS / FP Best Practices 

✓ EFSA’s support 



▪ EFSA provides information

▪ EFSA provides platforms / environment 

(e.g. TEAMS channels, FP microsite, virtual meetings, …)

✓ enabling exchange and sharing 

✓ providing guidance

✓ facilitating access to information and tools

e.g. TIM-tool for mapping competences 

EFSA’s support



Powerful EC database 

Search results based on 
our sets of ‘key words’

Relevance for EFSA needs 
to be verified

TIM tool use

+ FP added value: hands-on knowledge of your country environment 
and of EFSA’s mission allows the adequate use of TIM-tool searches for 

the competence mapping and networking



‘Tool for Innovation Monitoring’ (TIM) by EC JRC

EFSA pilots its use creating EFSA TIM spaces 

✓ allows topic searches to reach EFSA competences in MS
(organisations) 

2020: thematic grants (microbiome and plant health), 
reports shared with FPs and artificial intelligence call;

2021: larger open calls supported by TIM searches, 

now SPIDO call on roadmaps, reports and a shared link 

Next: search results for main competence areas (13)

TIM tool 

https://www.timanalytics.eu/TimTechPublic/main.jsp?dataset=s_1495
https://www.timanalytics.eu/TimTechPublic/main.jsp?dataset=s_1587


▪ variety of modes of data visualisation (heat maps, nets, graphs)

▪ posibility to set filters (time, country, organisation)

▪ access to publications and articles behind search reasults 

Shared TIM-tool link



e.g.



TIM-tool / public link / access to metadata

Possibility to consult background data relevant to the search results 

up to scientific publications, 
referring to: 
✓ authors, 

✓ affiliations
✓ abstract

✓ full text (if publicly available).



Next: look for your country search results under newly 
provided TIM-link on main competence areas (13)

More details: Check-Point mtgs & online on Teams

Stay connected

✓ Quick guide

✓ TIM searches

https://www.timanalytics.eu/TimTechPublic/main.jsp?dataset=s_1587
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3a1efcd0423e1841e1aeaea1a837f5f3f6%40thread.skype/Competent%2520Organisations%2520(Art.36)%2520management?groupId=2b501c25-26c2-4cf4-a179-2999b6d5c3a5&tenantId=406a174b-e315-48bd-aa0a-cdaddc44250b
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/file/10D5EA81-0212-4087-B04B-E3666E61237E?tenantId=406a174b-e315-48bd-aa0a-cdaddc44250b&fileType=pptx&objectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fefsa815.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FFocalPointsNetwork%2FShared%20Documents%2FArt.36%20-%20exchange%20of%20views%2FTIM%20searches%2F2020%20AI%20in%20Systematic%20Review%20process%20-%20AMU%20call%2FQuick%20guide%20TIM%20for%20EFSA%20call.pptx&baseUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fefsa815.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FFocalPointsNetwork&serviceName=teams&threadId=19:1efcd0423e1841e1aeaea1a837f5f3f6@thread.skype&groupId=2b501c25-26c2-4cf4-a179-2999b6d5c3a5
https://teams.microsoft.com/_

