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(Agreed by written procedure on 12 February 2021) 

Participants 

◼ Panel Members: 

Gabriele Aquilina, Laurence Castle, Karl-Heinz Engel, Paul Fowler2, Maria José Frutos Fernandez, 

Ursula Gundert-Remy, Rainer Gürtler, Trine Husøy, Melania Manco, Wim Mennes, Peter Moldeus, 

Sabina Passamonti, Romina Shah3, Dina (Ine) Waalkens-Berendsen, Detlef Wölfle, Matthew 

Wright and Maged Younes 

 

◼ Hearing Experts4: 

Emanuela Corsini, Henk van Loveren (agenda item 6.1 and 6.2) and Jan Mast (agenda item 6.2) 

 
◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

DG SANTE (Health and Food Safety), E2 Food processing technologies and novel foods: 

Guillermo Cardon, Miguel-Angel Granero Rosell, Milada Schulzova and Jiri Sochor 

 

 

 
1 Please be aware that EFSA’s Register of Questions is unavailable from 21 January until mid-February. The temporary    

suspension of the tool is necessary to allow us to implement the launch of our new OpenEFSA portal. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Further information is available here 

2 Apologies on 28th January  
3 Participated on 26 January PM and 27 December PM 
4 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific  

Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fregister-of-questions&data=04%7C01%7C%7C878688bd91874e64753608d8c204b02b%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637472672682891912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AxhViUU4enH6LqjTIuyR2LInEekfFSxzkieTqU8bMs0%3D&reserved=0
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf
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◼ EFSA:  

FIP Unit: Claudia Roncancio Peña, Stefania Barmaz, Ana Campos Fernandes, Maria Carfi, 

Consuelo Civitella, Esraa Elewa, Galvin Ndip Eyong, Alessandra Giarola, Federica Lodi, Carla 

Martino, Ana Maria Rincon, Camilla Smeraldi, Alexandra Tard and Giorgia Vianello 

SCER Team New Approaches in Risk Assessment: Jean-Lou Dorne and José Tarazona 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants in the meeting. Apologies were received for the whole length of 

the meeting by Peter Fürst. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence5 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management6, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 

Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 18th Plenary meeting held on 15-16 

December 2020, as online meeting 

The minutes of the 18th Plenary meeting held on 15-16 December 2020 were agreed by written 
procedure on 15 January 20217. 

5. Report on written procedures since 18th Plenary meeting 

No scientific outputs were adopted by written procedure since the last plenary meeting. 

6. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

FLAVOURINGS 

 
5 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
6 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
7 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/2020/18th-plenary-meeting-faf-panel-minutes.pdf 

 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/2020/18th-plenary-meeting-faf-panel-minutes.pdf
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6.1. Scientific guidance for the preparation of applications on smoke 
flavouring primary products (EFSA-Q-2019-00687) and Technical Report on 
the public consultation (EFSA-Q-2020-00398) 

Further to the discussion held at the previous plenary meeting, a revised document was 

distributed for possible adoption. During the finalisation of the output, the need for additional 

expertise in immunotoxicology had been identified by the Working Group tasked with the 

preparation of this scientific output, and to this end hearing experts Emanuela Corsini and 

Henk van Loveren joined the current plenary meeting to address questions from the Panel 

members related to possible testing strategies applicable to the investigation of 

immunotoxicity parameters.   

At the current meeting, the FAF Panel discussed the amendments made to the revised 

document and unanimously adopted the scientific guidance.  

 

The final guidance document will be available on the Authority’s webpage.  

 

Its publication will be accompanied by an EFSA technical report detailing the comments 

received during the public consultation and how they have been addressed in the adopted 

output. The Panel endorsed the draft technical report prepared by EFSA. 

FOOD ADDITIVES 

6.2. Assessment of titanium dioxide (E 171) as a food additive (EFSA-Q-
2020- 00262) 

Further to the discussion held at the previous plenary meeting, the Panel was presented with 

an updated draft opinion. 

 

At the current plenary, the Panel discussed and endorsed the section of the scientific opinion 

on toxicokinetics and on the assessment of the extended one generation reproductive toxicity 

study (EOGRTS), subject to the incorporation of some changes suggested during the meeting. 

For the latter point, hearing experts and members of the FAF WG on Titanium dioxide (E 171), 

Emanuela Corsini and Henk van Loveren, joined the current plenary meeting to answer 

questions from the Panel members related to the evaluation of the Cohort 3 of the EOGRTS 

investigating developmental immunotoxicity.  

 

The Panel also received an update on the progress made by the EFSA Cross-cutting WG 

Genotoxicity on the assessment of the studies retrieved from the literature search covering 

the last five years, and discussed approaches for updating the exposure estimate of the food 

additive E 171 to be included in the ongoing assessment. 

 

The hearing expert and member of the FAF WG on Titanium dioxide (E 171), Jan Mast, joined 

the current plenary meeting to address questions concerning the analytical data that could 

be used for estimating the mass percentage of nanoparticles in the food additive E 171. 

 

A revised draft opinion will be scheduled for discussion at the next plenary meeting. 
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7. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, EFSA, 

the European Commission 

 7.1. Scientific Committee and Scientific Panel(s) including their Working 
Groups 

Feedback from the FAF Panel Working Groups was not provided due to lack of time. 

7.1.1. Scientific criteria for grouping chemicals into assessment groups for 
human risk assessment (RA) of combined exposure to multiple chemicals. 

The Panel received a presentation on the status of the development of the draft guidance 

on scientific criteria for grouping chemicals into assessment groups for human risk 

assessment of combined exposure to multiple chemicals. 

8. New mandates 

Since the last Plenary meeting held in December 2020, no new mandates have been received. 

 8.1. Request for EFSA to perform an evaluation of a new flavouring 

substance E-3-benzo[1,3]dioxol-5-yl-N,N-diphenyl-2-propenamide (Ref FLA 

19-01) 

Since the last plenary meeting, this mandate (M-2020-0149) was considered valid by APDESK 

on 21/12/2020 and the scientific assessment is currently in progress (EFSA-Q-2020-00572).  

 

The drafting of the scientific output has been assigned to the WG Flavourings. 

9. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion 

None  

10. Any Other Business 

An extra plenary meeting will take place on 19th and 25th February 2021. 


