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Introduction and purpose for establishing 

The aim of the Network on food consumption data is to support EFSA in carrying out its 
mission in accordance with the established standards of scientific excellence, 
transparency and responsiveness foreseen in Regulation (EC) No 178/2002. In 
particular, the network shall facilitate EFSA in the collection of high quality, up-to-date 

and detailed national food consumption data, as well as the collation of this information 
into a pan-European food consumption database hosted by EFSA. 

 

Objectives 

The main objectives of the FCD Network are: 

• To provide a forum for exchange of views between experts on methodologies for 

the collection and collation of food consumption and related data, in particular:  
o To review methods and propose improvements on all issues related to food 

consumption data;  
o To advise and reinforce the reporting and data submission formats 

proposed by EFSA for the collection of harmonised food consumption data 
to maintain their suitability for purpose 

o To advise on the integration and use of food composition data with dietary 
information for the assessment of nutrient intake  

• To act as a contact point between EFSA and the Member States in order to 
coordinate the collection of and accessibility to high quality, up-to-date and 

harmonised food consumption information. 

 

Members  

In response to a request by the Evidence Management (DATA) unit, the Advisory Forum 

may formally designate the member organisation(s) of the FCD Network for each 

country. 

The Advisory Forum, in cooperation with the member organisations formally designated 
in accordance with the previous paragraph, shall establish the names of network 
participants and alternate participants to the FCD Network. The network shall be 

composed of experts with the following profile: 

• expertise on food consumption data collection 

The members are expected to also act as a communication point for organisations and 

stakeholders within their Member States, ensuring the exchange of scientific 
information in the remit of the network as described above, between national 
organisations and EFSA. 
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Access to meetings 

Other organisations may be invited, including those from outside the EU, with specific 

expertise to participate in a network meeting, where deemed appropriate or necessary. 

These organisations may be invited either to participate in full or as observers only. 

In addition, representatives of the European Commission may participate in the work 

of the networks. Representatives of other EU agencies may participate in the work of 

the networks as appropriate. 

 

Working methods 

The network shall meet physically or virtually every one to two years as needed. The 
working language for the Network Activities will be English. In addition, the network will 
use other means of collaboration: 

• Teams Group space 

• SharePoint site/news 
• E-mail 

 

Deliverables and Outcomes 

• Minutes of the meeting(s) of the FCD Network 
• Contribution to the annual report of activities of EFSA Networks 
• Review and endorse harmonised methodologies and tools for national dietary 

surveys. 
 

Timeline 

The terms of reference will be renewed after 3 years, and therefore in 2024 
(September). 


