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1 OPENING, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from 
Andrew Chesson, Erik Dybing and Philippe Vannier. The AHAW Panel was represented by 
Joerg Hartung, Vice-Chair of the Panel. 
 
 
2 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
The agenda was adopted as distributed. 
 
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no expressions of declarations of interest. 
 
 
4 FEEDBACK FROM EFSA ON ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

 
4.1 EFSA Steering Group meeting on Cooperation 
 
The Steering Group on Cooperation had its first meeting on 21 March 2007. The Steering 
Group discussed the Terms of Reference of the new Group, possible projects that could be 
selected as “front-runners” for an increased cooperation between EFSA and the European 
Member States, prioritisation aspects, as well as who could take the lead for these cooperation 
projects. The Steering Group proposed to start with a limited number of projects and planned 
to meet 2-3 times a year. The Steering Group will report back to both the Advisory Forum and 
the Scientific Committee.  
 
Members of the Scientific Committee were asked for their agreement on the proposed Terms 
of Reference and on the projects proposed. With respect to resources needed, caution was 
expressed that the initiation of the proposed cooperation projects should not  lead to a 
duplication of activities, but would rather be activities the outcome of which would be 
complementary to or in support of work to be conducted by EFSA’s Scientific Panels and 
Committee.  The Terms of Reference were adopted, subject to some modifications.  
 
 
4.2 Update on EFSA 5th Anniversary 
 
Participants were informed about the launch of the EFSA 5th anniversary celebration and the 
creation of a special website for this event. The Scientific Forum that will be held on 20 and 
21 November 2007 in Brussels is a scientific forum reporting back on EFSA’s achievements 
so far and looking to the future. Around 400 participants are expected. The Scientific Forum 
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will be followed by a Summit co-organised with the Portuguese Presidency and other 
European institutions to discuss the food safety systems in place in Europe, and to propose 
some recommendations to be brought forward at the next Council meeting. This Summit will 
take place in Brussels on 22 November 2007. 
 
The members of the Scientific Committee made a number of comments that will be taken into 
account when finalising the programme of the Scientific Forum. 
 
 
5 FEEDBACK FROM THE MANAGEMENT BOARD AWAY DAY OF 26 MARCH 2007 AND 

THE  MANAGEMENT BOARD MEETING OF 27 MARCH 2007 
 
Management Board Away Day meeting – 26 March 2007 
 
Djien Liem summarised the discussions held during the Away Day of the Management Board 
that was dedicated to the workload of the Scientific Panels and Committee. Members were 
informed that the Chair of the Management Board will circulate soon a paper addressing the 
three main areas of concern identified by the EFSA experts, i.e. the workload, work 
conditions and experts’ recognition (these recommendations have meanwhile been published 
on the EFSA website2).  
 
The recommendations will now be considered by the Heads of the Support Units of the 
Scientific Committee and Scientific Panels and a draft action plan will be developed by 
Summer 2007. There will be close liaison with the Scientific Committee and Panel members, 
e.g. on the kind of support to be given to the Panels. The members of the Scientific 
Committee expressed their gratitude to the Management Board for addressing these issues and 
indicated that they will comment on the recommendations made by the Management Board.  
 
 
Management Board meeting – 27 March 2007 

 
The members of the Management Board discussed the EFSA Management Plan, the 
Preliminary Draft Budget and the Establishment Plan for 2008. The Draft Management Plan 
was adopted by the Board during this meeting and has now been submitted to the Scientific 
Committee (see 6), the Advisory Forum and the Stakeholder Consultative Platform for input 
before it is submitted for final adoption end of this year. 
 
The Chair of the AFC Panel gave a presentation on the Panel’s activities, the current 
workload, and the way it is handled in the panel. The exchange was highly appreciated by the 
members of the Management Board who decided to continue the exercise. The Chair of the 
NDA Panel will be invited to address the next Management Board meeting. 
                                                 
2 See 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/mboard/mb_meetings/mb_30th_meeting.Par.0022.File.dat/mb_pw_
30thmeet_away_day_paper.pdf  
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6 DRAFT ANNUAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 2008 
 
Members of the Scientific Committee were invited to comment by end of June on the 
preliminary Management Plan for 2008, endorsed by the Management Board during its last 
meeting. A new layout was used for the document, which is now structured according to the 
four main activities of EFSA, i.e. (i) provide scientific opinions and advice to the European 
institutions and the Member States, (ii) enhance risk assessment methodologies in Europe; 
((iii) communicate scientific advice and dialogue with interested parties; and (iv) manage and 
provide administrative support. 
 
 
7 DRAFT PROCEDURE TO REVIEW THE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
The members of the Scientific Committee were provided with a series of working documents 
proposing a transparent approach for declaring and assessing declarations of interest. 
Procedures are proposed both for annual and subject-related declarations of interests. The 
proposed procedure for reviewing the declarations of interest will be reviewed by the 
Scientific Panels’ and the Scientific Committee’s Support Units. 
 
The members of the Scientific Committee made a number of comments to improve the 
proposed procedure. It was proposed to add an introduction with a general explanation for the 
experts and the general public. 
 
The procedure will be updated according to the comments received and the revised version 
will then be tested with a few Panels. An updated version will be submitted for further 
consideration to the Scientific Committee at its next plenary meeting on 9 and 10 July 2007.  
 
 
8 REPORT BACK FROM THE SCIENTIFIC PANELS 
 
The Scientific Committee was updated on the outcome of the plenary meetings of the 
Scientific Panels held since the last SC plenary meeting (for more details, please see the 
WebPages of respective Panels on EFSA’s website). In particular, the following issues were 
brought to the attention of the Scientific Committee:  
 
 AFC 
The Panel had no plenary meeting since last plenary meeting of the Scientific Committee and 
had no scientific issues to report back. Some of the Panel members were being asked by their 
employers to justify the time spent for EFSA. The formal recognition of the work done by an 
expert for EFSA should be considered as a priority.  
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 AHAW 
The Panel has opinions/reports on Avian Influenza, Newcastle and Bluetongue disease 
outstanding for adoption. The Panel received mandates on seal killing and hunting in the 
Polar area, the health and welfare of dairy cows, the welfare of pigs and on tuberculosis in 
deer, and has five working groups on the welfare of various fish species.  
 
 BIOHAZ 
The Panel has started work on antimicrobial resistance. This activity will involve at least two 
other Panels and will address the question of food-borne antimicrobial resistance as a 
biological hazard. 
 
 CONTAM 
The Panel had no plenary meeting since last plenary meeting of the Scientific Committee and 
had no issues to report back.  
 

GMO 
The guidance document on the use of animal feeding trials was published on the EFSA 
website for public consultation. Due to the low number of comments received, the Panel 
considers having a restricted public consultation with the national food safety authorities. It 
was suggested to organise a specific meeting of the Advisory Forum for this purpose, and to 
involve as well the European Commission. 
 
The Chair of the Panel reported back on a hearing with industry about the future 
developments of GM plants. The meeting went very well and it was suggested to have such a 
meeting on a regular basis. 
 
The Panel has finalised its guidance document on how to deal with GM hybrids; it will be 
added to the current guidance document for the risk assessment of GM plants and derived 
food and feed. 
 
The European Commission is considering the authorisation for placing on the market of a GM 
potato line developed for amylopectin production, which also contains the nptII gene as a 
selectable marker, which codes for an aminoglycoside phosphotransferase conferring 
resistance to antibiotics of the aminoglycoside class like kanamycin, or neomycin. According 
to an earlier conclusion of the GMO Panel, the use of nptII as a selectable marker does not 
pose a risk to the environment or to human and animal health. The Commission was seeking 
confirmation from the European Medicines Agency (EMEA) as to whether, notwithstanding a 
WHO working group classification of aminoglycosides as critically important antimicrobials, 
the current and possible future uses of antibiotics for which the nptII gene confers resistance 
is still in line with the earlier EFSA opinion. The EMEA indicated that aminoglycosides 
comprise a class of antibiotics that has become increasingly important in the prevention and 
treatment of serious invasive bacterial infections in humans. The GMO panel re-evaluated its 
earlier safety assessment concerning the presence of the nptII gene in GM plants and 
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concluded that the presence of the nptII gene in GM plants will not compromise the 
therapeutic effect of these antibiotics, given the extremely low probability of gene transfer 
from plants to bacteria and its subsequent expression, nor change the existing widespread 
prevalence of this antibiotic resistance gene in the environment. 
 
Following the publication of an article3 questioning the statistic approach chosen by the 
applicant and EFSA for the safety assessment of the GM Maize MON 863, the GMO Panel 
was requested by the European Commission to look at the statistical analysis of the data 
provided. The GMO Panel will forward the outcome of its work, carried out with the help of 
EFSA’s Assessment Methodologies Unit, to the Commission intentionally by the end of June 
2007.  
 
 NDA 
Following the adoption of the new regulation on nutrition and health claims last January, the 
Panel expects the first dossiers of claims subject to evaluation to arrive from July 2007 
onwards. The Panel will then receive in January 2008 the list of general claims that is being 
collected in the European Member States. Several experts in the Member States will be 
approached in order to have personnel available for working on this issue on a short notice.  
 
The Panel has developed a draft guidance document for the applicants that will be proposed 
for adoption at the next plenary meeting (2-3 May 2007). The guidance document will then be 
published on the EFSA website for a public consultation. The guidance document describes 
how the data should be submitted and gives some indication on what data the Panel will 
consider most relevant. The Chair of the Panel informed the participants about the scientific 
and technical complexity of the contents of the guidance document that is designed for use by 
experts.  
 
The Panel received a mandate from the European Commission on nutrient profiles; it is 
expected to produce a scientific advice early in 2008. An EFSA colloquium on this topic is to 
be considered for later this year.  
 

PLH 
The Chair of the Panel raised the issue of the use of personal communications in the 
preparation of its opinions. It was mentioned that personal communications should only be 
used where their reliability is beyond question (such as occurrence data of a substance in food 
from a national food safety authority) and when other authenticated sources at the time are not 
available.  
 
 PPR 
The Panel has adopted the last of the six data requirement packages for the revision of 
Directive 91/414. The Chair of the Panel highlighted the good work done in cooperation with 
the Member States on this topic. 
                                                 
3 Seralini et al., Arch. Environ. Contam. Toxicol. (2007) 
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The Panel received a question from the European Commission on how to estimate acute short 
term intake of residues. A statement was released to the Commission for discussion at the 
Standing Committee.  
 
 
9 IMPLICATION OF ANIMAL CLONING ON FOOD SAFETY, ANIMAL HEALTH AND 

WELFARE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
EFSA received a question from the European Commission concerning animal cloning. The 
question was allocated to the Scientific Committee, considering the broad expertise that is 
needed. The objective will be to prepare a draft opinion for public consultation before the end 
of the year. The Scientific Committee was informed that the European Group on Ethics in 
Science and Technology is working in parallel on the ethical aspects of animal cloning and is 
expected to publish its report in September 2007. 
 
EFSA will call in the next weeks for reliable and available data. Participants were invited to 
list the different expertise needed for the task so that knowledgeable experts in Europe can be 
contacted as soon as possible. The Chairs of the Panels were also invited to identify within 
two weeks relevant experts in their Panels who could help with this task. Some reports have 
already been produced by the US FDA and AFSSA on this subject.  
 
The Secretariat will now prepare a mandate describing the terms of reference and the 
expected timeframe, and send it to the European Commission. 
 
 
10 REPORT BACK FROM SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE WORKING GROUPS 
 

Benchmark Dose (BMD) 
The Working Group met in March and had fruitful discussions on the approach and the 
implications for the Panels’ assessments. The first chapter of the document will describe and 
compare the NOAEL and BMD approach from a scientific viewpoint. The second and third 
chapter will discuss the potential impact of the BMD approach for risk characterisation and 
the perception of safety; the last chapter will provide some guidance at a conceptual level on 
how the BMD approach may be applied in practice. Case studies will be annexed to the 
document as illustration. The Working Group aims at presenting the first chapter at the 
plenary meeting in September.  
 

Emerging Risks  
The Chair of the Working Group updated the participants on the actions taken until the end of 
March 2007 in the framework of this activity. The Working Group received a commitment of 
EFSA’s IT Unit for this project and the recruitment of a Head of Unit on Emerging Risks is 
currently in progress. The working group of the Scientific Committee has started establishing 
contacts with external agencies also working in this area, and also with DG SANCO who is 
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preparing a document describing the possible approaches. The cooperation with the different 
Member States will be facilitated by the Steering Group on Cooperation who has identified 
this activity as a priority “front-runner” project. 
 
The Working Group members worked at the revision of the definition of an “emerging risk”. 
The Panels’ chairs were invited to endorse this definition and make it available to all their 
experts, as they are considered to be the main advisors for the early identification of emerging 
risks within EFSA. 
 

Botanicals  
The participants were informed on the outcome of meetings held with DG SANCO and 
EMEA, during which modalities for cooperation and exchange of information were discussed. 
The Working Group is now close to finalising its draft guidance document for the safety 
assessment of botanicals and botanical preparations, as well as two compendia listing 
alphabetically botanicals reported to contain toxic substances, or reported to have food 
supplement and a medicinal use. These documents will be submitted to the Scientific 
Committee for discussion at the plenary meeting of 17-18 September 2007. 
 
Following the identification of this activity as a possible “front-runner” project by the 
Steering Committee on cooperation, a new mandate will be prepared for enhancing the 
cooperation with the European Member States in this activity. 
 

Welfare of Experimental Animals   
Daniela Maurici reported back from the meeting of the Working Group held on 16 March 
2007. A document presenting the legislative background and requirements related to animal 
welfare, and organised according to EFSA Panels, will be circulated in June to EFSA’s Panel 
Support Units for completion. The Working Group aims at having its proposal for the 
harmonisation of animal welfare approaches across EFSA’s Panels ready in Spring 2008.  
 

Qualified Presumption of Safety (QPS) – part II 
Participants were informed on the outcome of the public consultation, held in the beginning of 
this year, concerning the testing of the QPS approach with four categories of micro-organisms 
deliberately added to food and feed. Twenty nine comments were received from academics, 
national food safety authorities, industry and professional organisations. These comments will 
be considered by the Working Group on 27 April for updating the technical reports and 
preparing the draft opinion.  
 

Transparency in Risk Assessment (work plan phase II: scientific aspects) 
The Working Group had discussions on possible ways it could address the transparency of the 
scientific aspects of the risk assessment. The Working Group agreed to extend the 
introduction of the document to reflect general considerations of transparency in risk 
assessment and, where appropriate, to refer to the document on procedural aspects that was 
released in 2006. The body of the document would then focus on what can be considered 
specific for each individual EFSA Panel.  
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Risk-benefit assessment of foods 

The first meeting of the working group will be held in May 2007 in Amsterdam. EFSA 
invited the Advisory Forum members to identify experts who could participate in this activity.  
 

EFSA’s responsiveness to urgent questions 
Following the discussion during the last plenary meeting, it was clarified in the discussion 
paper that the decision on what would constitute an urgent question is an EFSA Executive 
Director’s decision, based on an iterative process involving EFSA (vice) chairs of the relevant 
Scientific Panel or the Scientific Committee and EFSA scientific staff. The members of the 
Working Group are therefore developing procedures whereby a distinction can be made 
between an immediate response and a “fast-track” response. The participants highlighted the 
need to identify very clearly where the responsibilities of the Scientific Panels and Committee 
are in these two procedures. The Working Group will consider the comments from the 
Scientific Committee in the course of preparation of a new draft that will be submitted to the 
next plenary meeting for possible adoption. 
 
 
11 INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL REVIEW OF EFSA’S SCIENTIFIC WORK 
 
The participants discussed a draft proposal prepared by the SC’s Internal and External Review 
Working Group for a system to review the quality of EFSA’s scientific work. The proposal 
focuses for the present on the Scientific Panels’ and Committee’s work but could be expanded 
later to cover as well the work done by the Units in EFSA’s Scientific Cooperation and 
Assistance Department. The Scientific Committee underlined that the review of the scientific 
quality of EFSA’s work and the appreciation of EFSA’s activities by stakeholders are two 
very important aspects but these should not be addressed in the same review process in order 
to avoid a possible interference in a purely scientific review. The members of the Scientific 
Committee stressed that the impact analysis of the EFSA scientific opinions is also very 
important and should be addressed separately. 
 
Members of the Scientific Committee were invited to send comments to the Secretariat in 
writing. The document will be finalised at the next plenary meeting. Panel Chairs were invited 
to apply already the proposed self-review checklist for upcoming opinions. 
 
 
12 PROPOSED NEW DATE FOR THE 27TH PLENARY 
 
The 27th Plenary meeting will be held in Brussels on 19 November 2007, starting at 10 am, 
and finishing on 20 November at 12.30.  
 

Draft Minutes 24th Plenary Meeting of the Scientific Committee 9/10  
 



13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Members of the Scientific Committee were invited to provide feedback to the Secretariat on 
any difficulties when using the SC Extranet. The implementation of this new working tool is 
now being expanded now to the Scientific Committee working groups. 
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