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1. OPENING, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. Apologies for absence were received 
from Andrew Chesson, Albert Flynn, Josef Schlatter and Philippe Vannier. 
 
 
2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
The agenda was adopted as distributed. 
 
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no expressions of declarations of interest. 
 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS PLENARY 
 

• Measures in relation to expert meetings: indemnities, reimbursements and improved 
flexibility for experts attending EFSA meetings 

 
A list of proposals made by the members of the Scientific Committee has been compiled and 
forwarded to Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle. She will first differentiate those proposals which can be 
addressed directly by the Executive Director of EFSA from those which should be handled by the 
Management Board, and then come back to the Scientific Committee on this issue at a future Plenary 
meeting. 
 

• Workload of Scientific Panels 
 
The question of the increasing workload of the different Scientific Panels is being discussed between 
EFSA and the Panels Chairs and Secretariats. Herman Koëter will make some proposals to the 
Scientific Committee on how to help the EFSA Scientific Panels coping with their workload.  
 

• Input on how EFSA’s 5th anniversary could be celebrated 
 
A presentation was given on the draft programme for the celebration of EFSA’s 5th anniversary. The 
objectives are to: 
-  Build/reinforce EFSA’s visibility and profile with institutional and stakeholder partners in Member 

States and ultimately with the wider public audiences; 
-  Inform target audiences about the contribution of EFSA’s risk assessment to food safety and policy 

areas; 
-  Discuss with key partners the future developments and challenges for risk assessment in Europe. 
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The celebration will include: 
- A week of institutional, stakeholder and scientific activities to be held in Brussels (week 47) in the 

form of a food safety forum; 
- A week of institutional, stakeholder and scientific activities to be held in Parma, and aimed at local 

and Italian audiences (dates not fixed yet). 
 
The members of the Scientific Committee suggested that the planned food safety forum could address 
cross-cutting issues of relevance to several Panels. The role of the various Scientific Panels and 
Scientific Committee may be highlighted including an information exchange on how Member States 
have experienced the presence of EFSA so far. Representatives from the European Commission, the 
Parliament and the Council could also be invited to share how EFSA opinions are used. Accession 
countries should be actively involved in the programme. As the Portuguese presidency will be asked to 
support EFSA’s 5th Anniversary programme, a suggestion was made to plan some of the events in 
Portugal. Finally it was proposed to encourage Member States to co-ordinate an event in the 
framework of the 5th Anniversary 
 
All these suggestions will be considered by an EFSA task force in charge of organising these events, 
and the programme will be submitted again to the Scientific Committee once further developed.  
 
 
5. FEEDBACK FROM EFSA ON ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

 
• Advisory Forum meeting of 29th September 

 
The Members of the Advisory Forum have signed the declaration of intent for an increased and 
facilitated cooperation between EFSA and the national institutions. This declaration comprises a list of 
scientific information the parties agreed to exchange (e.g. facilitated access for EFSA to national 
occurrence and exposure data). A Working Group of the Advisory Forum has been created to propose 
practical actions for this exchange of information.  

 
• Article 36 - list of competent organisations 

 
In the context of the development of a strategy paper on cooperation and networking between the 
European Member States and EFSA, a list of competent organisations to assist EFSA in its scientific 
work will be proposed to the Management Board in December 2006 for possible adoption. Following 
the recent creation of the Plant Health Panel, its Chair asked that Member States should be contacted 
to identify competent organisations in this area that could be added to the list. 
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• Meeting with the Plant Health Panel of 11-12 October 2006: economic considerations in 

risk assessment 
 
The work done so far by the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO) or the 
Member States includes a scientific analysis of economic aspects and a scientific judgement of 
management options. This information is needed by the European Commission to make their risk 
management decisions. However economic considerations are normally not in the remit of EFSA. In 
this context, EFSA also received a request from the Norwegian Scientific Committee on Food Safety 
to provide some clarification and guidance on the issue of economic assessment. The Scientific 
Committee recommended that the Plant Health Panel in collaboration with the EFSA Staff would 
prepare a discussion paper on what can be covered or not covered in EFSA’s risk assessments. The 
discussion paper will be sent to the Scientific Committee members for comments. 
 

• New EFSA organigram 
 
A new EFSA organigram describing the situation as of 16th October 2006 was presented to the 
members of the Scientific Committee.  
 
 
6. SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION AND NETWORKING WITH MEMBER STATES 
 
The Chair presented a revised document on cooperation between EFSA and Member States as 
developed by an ad-hoc working group of the Scientific Committee. The document identifies main 
objectives of cooperation and approaches to promote cooperation between EFSA and Member States. 
The views expressed in this document will be included in a strategy paper for cooperation and 
networking between EU Member States and EFSA, which is currently being prepared by EFSA 
together with a working group of the Advisory Forum. 
 
 
7. FOLLOW-UP FROM THE 2ND MEETING OF THE CHAIRS OF THE SCIENTIFIC 

 COMMITTEES/PANELS OF COMMUNITY BODIES INVOLVED IN RISK ASSESSMENT, 24-25 

 OCTOBER 2006 
 
Members were informed about the 2nd meeting of the Chairs of the Scientific Committees/Panels of 
Community bodies involved in risk assessment. During a discussion about the new REACH 
Regulation it was proposed by DG SANCO to use some pilot case studies in order to better understand 
the relationship between the REACH Regulation and other existing sectoral Regulations, e.g. in the 
food area. Regarding alternative testing methods, all Scientific Committees/Panels of Community 
bodies were asked to prepare a list of intelligent testing approaches applied in risk assessment.  
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Concerning emerging risks, the need was identified for developing a more cooperative approach to 
address emerging risks, while respecting the independence and autonomy of each organisation. A 
paper will be developed on the way forward for the cooperation between the Commission and the 
different institutes and agencies. In the area of nanotechnology DG SANCO’s Scientific Committee on 
Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks will act initially as coordinator and relevant Scientific 
Committees/Panels were requested to appoint a contact person to jointly follow the scientific 
developments in this area. 
 
 
8. WORK PROGRAMME OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
 
8.1 REQUESTS FROM EFSA FOR SCIENTIFIC ADVICE FROM THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
 

• Development of qualitative progress indicators / Internal and external review of the 
quality of EFSA’s scientific work 

 
EFSA will develop in 2007 a system to ensure that EFSA is producing the best science using the best 
available data and that the opinions meet the needs of the risk managers. In order to help developing 
such a system, a working group of the Scientific Committee will make an review of the systems that 
are already in place in other European bodies. 

 
• Ways to enhance EFSA’s responsiveness to urgent issues 

 
EFSA needs a mechanism to timely deal with urgent (ad-hoc) questions, such as during the avian 
influenza and blue tongue outbreaks. The Scientific Committee was therefore asked to assist EFSA in 
the development of a procedure. Panels were asked to propose practical procedures for the handling of 
urgent questions. A working group of the Scientific Committee will then review these procedures and 
develop proposals to be considered in the February 2007 Plenary meeting.  

 
• Procedure for the handling of Declarations of Interests of experts  

 
Participants were informed that the EFSA’s Legal Affairs Unit is developing a new procedure for the 
screening of Declarations of Interests submitted by the experts. This procedure will include criteria for 
the identification of interests to be declared, a formal procedure for determining a possible conflict of 
interest, and transparent consequences with regard to an identified conflict of interest. The Scientific 
Committee will be consulted on this procedure. 
 
8.2 ADVICE FROM EFSA’S SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE ON ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR 

 EFSA’S WORK PROGRAMME 
 
The members of the Scientific Committee were invited to comment on a draft management plan of 
EFSA for 2007. This document will be updated with the proposals made during the meeting as well as 
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the suggestions made by the scientific units of EFSA and the members of the Advisory Forum before 
it is presented to the Management Board on 19 December 2006 for discussion and possible adoption. 
 
 
9. REPORT BACK FROM WORKING GROUPS 
 

• Emerging Risks  
 
A work plan, based on the opinion published in July 20063, is currently under development by a 
Scientific Committee working group in order to implement within EFSA an early detection system for 
(re)-emerging risks within EFSA. The work plan identifies the resources required, the information 
sources to be accessed and specific issues to be addressed in the first instance. Designation of qualified 
staff in a new and dedicated Unit on Emerging Risks under the Scientific Cooperation and Assistance 
Department (previously known as Scientific Expert Services) is seen as a high priority. In establishing 
the EFSA system considerations will be given to efficient interaction with institutions / countries that 
already have a working system in place or are carrying out the same type of exercise, as well as to the 
identification of key and manageable indicators and sources (internal and external) of information. The 
Working Group is also asked to develop a procedure for handling large amounts of information 
arriving from many different sources. Panel members and Member States are considered as a very 
valuable source for the identification and possible analysis of potential risks  
 
A progress report on this subject will be submitted to the Scientific Committee by April 2007. 
 

• Risk-benefit assessment of food 
 
The revised mandate was presented to the Scientific Committee. The Terms of Reference are based on 
the outcome of the colloquium organised by EFSA on this issue. Special attention will be paid to the 
ongoing activities of other organisations in order to coordinate efforts and aim at harmonized 
approaches for risk-benefit assessment. There are still some amendments to be made before the 
mandate can be adopted and therefore the draft mandate will be sent to the members for adoption by 
written procedure. The chairs of the relevant EFSA Scientific Panels were invited to nominate 
Representatives for the working group. 
 

• Transparency in Risk Assessment (work plan phase II: scientific aspects) 
 
The Chair of the Working Group reported back on the first meeting. All Panels are involved in this 
group in order to identify the scientific aspects which may require more transparency. This Working 
Group will work in close collaboration with the working group that is proposing a system for internal 
and external review of the quality of EFSA’s scientific work. The Scientific Committee will be 
provided with an interim report on this activity in April 2007. 

 

                                                 
3 See http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/science/sc_commitee/sc_opinions/sc_op_ej375_emrisk.html
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• Uncertainty in dietary exposure assessment 
 
The draft opinion is under revision and will be submitted for adoption to the next Plenary meeting (14-
15 December 2006). 
 

• Benchmark Dose 
 
The Chair of the Working Group reported back on the working group meeting held in September 
2006. An interim report will be submitted to the Scientific Committee in 2007. 
 

• Safety assessment of botanicals and botanical preparations 
 
Following the interests shown by some members of the Advisory Forum, a meeting was organised on 
18 October 2006 with the Belgian Federal Service for Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment to 
discuss activities and possible collaboration in the area of botanicals. A Working Group will be 
created within the Advisory Forum to facilitate data access and to provide a regular update to countries 
interested in this subject. In addition, a meeting will be organised in spring 2007 between EMEA and 
EFSA to discuss possible overlapping issues and to ensure good cooperation and communication 
between the European bodies that are working in this area.  
 

•  Harmonisation of assessment approaches taking into account the welfare of experimental 
animals 

 
In a short term, the objectives of this Working Group are: 
- To compile a list of areas where Panels are already using alternative methods and/or intelligent 

testing strategies for risk assessment that contribute to the 3Rs (replacement, reduction and 
refinement). 

-  To develop a comprehensive overview of all current EU legislative and guidance documents which 
address experimental animals and their welfare and forward it to all Panels, Task Forces, Experts 
Groups and their Working Groups; 

-  To prepare guidance for harmonisation within EFSA Panels taking into account the 3Rs; 
-  To develop an action plan for better sharing of information with organisations active in the area of 

animal welfare. 
 
In a longer term, the Working Group is requested to identify possible areas of testing used by EFSA 
which would benefit from the development of alternative methods. 
 

• QPS 
 
This Working Group has tested the robustness of the QPS approach with four categories of 
microorganisms (bacillus, yeast, filamentous fungi, and gram positive non-spore forming bacteria), 
focussing on species which already appeared in EFSA notifications or which are of relevance to food  
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and feed applications. A document presenting the species which are proposed for QPS status, as well 
as the argumentation for granting this status, will be presented to the Scientific Committee during its 
next Plenary meeting for approval for public consultation in January 2007 via the EFSA website 
 
 
10. REPORT BACK FROM THE SCIENTIFIC PANELS 
 

The Scientific Committee was updated on the outcome of the plenary meetings of the Scientific Panels 
since the last SC plenary meeting (for more details, please see the WebPages of respective Panels on 
EFSA’s website). In particular, the following issues were brought to the attention of the Scientific 
Committee:  
 
 AFC 
The issue was raised of whether EFSA should delete a question from the Register of Questions, if a 
petitioner requested to temporarily suspend its application. An opinion on Bisphenol A will be adopted 
at the next plenary of the AFC Panel.  
 
 AHAW 
Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle requested the Vice-Chair of the Panel to convey to all Panel members the 
satisfaction of the Chief Veterinary Officers of the Member States for EFSA’s reactivity and the work 
done on blue tongue disease.  
 
European Member States have created a committee on animal welfare in order to have an exchange of 
information between organisations hosted by national governments and permanent representatives 
from OIE, EC and the Council of Europe.  
 
The opinion on captive birds has been adopted.  
 
 BIOHAZ 
Antimicrobial resistance and the extent if any of the role of foodborne bacteria in its transmission, as 
an issue for self-tasking, is under consideration. As this issue is expected to have an impact on at least 
three Panels, mandates require to be carefully interpreted to avoid overlaps and ensure good 
collaboration. The Panel is conducting a Quantitative Microbiological Risk Assessment regarding 
salmonellae in meat. 
 
 CONTAM 
A question on the risk assessment of nitrates is addressed in close collaboration with the NDA Panel. 
The question on marine biotoxins appears to be quite complex as it deals with harmonized testing as 
well as with the issue of animal testing vs. alternative testing.  
 

FEEDAP 
No issues were reported due to the absence of the Panel Chair during the meeting. 
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GMO 
The guidance document on animal feeding trials for the safety assessment of whole GM food will be 
finalised by December 2006; it will then be published on the EFSA website for public consultation. 

 
 NDA 
No issues were reported due to the absence of the Panel Chair during the meeting. 
 

PLH 
The Panel received 30 questions for pest risk analysis reviews and will need to develop a procedure 
for this purpose.  
 

PPR 
Member States were requested to provide EFSA with their priorities for updating existing guidance 
documents and developing new ones; the first document in the list deals with risk assessment for birds 
and mammals and will be addressed by a working group composed of representatives of the Member 
States, industry and external experts.  
 
An EFSA colloquium on Cumulative Risk Assessment of Pesticides to Human Health will take place 
on 28-29 November 2006. The colloquium is of high interest for the Panel and the Pesticides Risk 
Assessment Peer Review (PRAPER) Unit as it is indeed required under the MRL Directive to do a 
cumulative risk assessment when the methodology is available.  
 
A position paper will be produced by both the PPR and GMO Panels to reflect the EFSA position on 
how to deal with the GM and Pesticides Regulations. The document will be posted on the EFSA 
website for comments from Member States and stakeholders. 
 
 
11. MEETING DATES – CONFIRMATION OF DATES IN 2007 
 
The following dates were confirmed for Scientific Committee Plenary meetings to be held in the 
course of 2007: 
 
23rd SC Plenary: Thursday 15 February 9H00 – Friday 16 February 2007 14H00 
 
24th SC Plenary:  Monday 16 April 9H00 – Tuesday 17 April 2007 14H00 
 
25th SC Plenary:  Monday 9 July 14H00  – Tuesday 10 July 2007 16H00 
 
26th SC Plenary:  Monday 17 September 9H00 –  Tuesday 18 September 2007 14H00 
 
27th SC Plenary:  Wednesday 21 November 9H00 – Thursday 22 November 2007 14H00  
    (Brussels: to be confirmed) 
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12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

• The extranet system which has been developed to facilitate the exchange of information 
and daily work between the experts and the EFSA Secretariats is currently being tested 
internally. It should be implemented by the end of the year, once it has been adapted to 
the needs of the Scientific Committee, and once it is certain that the system is stable.  

• The draft press release on the Conference on Nutrition and Health Claims was distributed 
to the participants for information.  

• Participants were provided with a CD compiling all documents produced during the 1st 
term of the Scientific Committee. 

 
The Chair closed the meeting and thanked the participants for their respective contributions. 
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