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1 Abbreviations: AFC: Panel on food additives, flavourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food; 
FEEDAP: Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed; GMO: Panel on genetically 
modified organisms; NDA: Panel on dietetic products, nutrition and allergies; BIOHAZ: Panel on biological 
hazards; CONTAM: Panel on contaminants in the food chain; PPR: Panel on plant health, plant protection 
products and their residues; AHAW: Panel on animal health and welfare 
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1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies for absence were received from Andrew 
Chesson, Harry Kuiper, Josef Schlatter and Philippe Vannier. Ronald Roberts and Rolaf van 
Leeuwen were present on behalf of the AHAW and CONTAM Panel, respectively. 
 
 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

The Chair proposed to re-order the agenda items. The agenda was adopted with the proposed re-
arrangement of items.  
 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no interests declared. 
 
 

4 MATTERS ARISING SINCE THE 6TH PLENARY MEETING OF 17 MARCH 2004 
 
4.1 General feedback from EFSA 
 

Advisory Forum meeting of 6 April 2004 
The Executive Director informed the Scientific Committee about the outcomes of the 
discussions during the April meeting of the Advisory Forum.  
The Advisory Forum had a discussion on the issue of mercury and methylmercury in 
fish as a follow-up to the opinion of the CONTAM Panel on the risk assessment related 
to mercury and methylmercury in food. Member States through the network of the 
Advisory Forum were encouraged to provide available data or generate new data by 
means of specific dietary intake studies, on individual intake figures for fish and 
seafood.  
The Advisory Forum also discussed the forthcoming EFSA scientific colloquium on 
methodologies and principles for setting tolerable intake levels for dioxins, furans and 
dioxin-like PCBs that will take place in Brussels on the 28th and 29th of June 2004, and 
the programme for the Advisory Forum “Event” that will be organised from 8-10 
November 2004 in Berlin. The participation of the members of the Scientific Committee 
and the Scientific Panels would be extremely welcome. 
 
Management Board meeting of 27 April 2004 
The Executive Director also reported on the first meeting of the Management Board in 
Parma. The EFSA Management Board reviewed the Authority’s position on setting 
reasonable timeframes for its scientific work. The Board endorsed the Authority’s 
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commitment to timely provision of scientific advice. However the principle of meeting 
deadlines cannot be at the price of low quality science.  
The Management Board expressed considerable concerns about “Administrative 
review” provisions included in new legislative texts, such as the proposed regulation on 
maximum residue levels of pesticides in products of plant and animal origin, and the 
proposed regulation on materials and articles intended to come into contact with food. 
The new clause seems to give the Commission the power to effectively take risk 
assessment out of the hands of the Authority and back to the Commission. The clause 
was considered as having the potential to cause considerable difficulty. The Executive 
Director promised to keep the Committee informed. 
The April meeting of the Management Board marked an important step in EFSA’s 
future move to Parma with the signing of the official seat agreement with the Italian 
authorities. It is expected that a temporary building will become available in November 
2004. After that it is intended that the whole staff will move to Parma within 12 months. 
With respect to transportation, there will be a direct flight connection established 
between Brussels and Parma once EFSA starts to operate in Parma. The Executive 
Director said that there had been an excellent level of co-operation with the Italian 
authorities but there were still issues which need to be resolved such as the issue of 
children’s education. 
Finally, the Executive Director informed the Committee about the organisation of an 
event on crisis management which should clarify EFSA/Commission interactions and 
roles when a crisis occurs. 

 
Timeframes 
As a follow-up to the discussions on timeframes in the last Management Board meeting, 
the Chair expressed the view that Chairs of the Panels need to ensure, as far as they can, 
that agreed deadlines are met or the EFSA is kept well aware of deadlines that cannot be 
met. Committee members suggested that EFSA should develop a mechanism for 
prioritisation between urgent and standing questions and it was considered important to 
have a proper communication between the Commission and the Authority during the 
formulation of a question in order to set an appropriate timeframe for delivery of the 
requested opinion. It was also proposed to have a better involvement of EFSA in 
developing new Community legislation and in discussions of the Standing Committee 
on the Food Chain and Animal Health. 
 
Other issues 
The Executive Director informed the Committee about a survey EFSA is conducting 
among stakeholders through a consultancy to assess how the Authority is perceived. 
The Committee accepted the Executive Director’s proposal to have a discussion at a 
future plenary meeting of the Committee once the final report has become available. 
 
The Chair drew attention to diverging opinions on a genetically modified maize as 
released by EFSA’s GMO Panel and two different scientific committees in France. 
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EFSA needs to be clear about its work programme and National Food Authorities 
should be invited to do the same. An appropriate and effective exchange of information 
on each others’ activities could reduce duplication of work and the likelihood of 
publication of diverging opinions. 

 
 
4.2 Feedback from Scientific Panels 
 

The Chairs of the Scientific Panels informed the Committee about opinions recently 
adopted as well as opinions in the process of adoption by written procedure2. In 
addition, the Chairs wished to bring the following specific issues to the attention of the 
Scientific Committee: 
 
AFC 
• The Panel discussed two opinions in the area of food contact materials and two 

opinions in the area of flavourings. Due to lack of a quorum at the last plenary 
meeting, the adoption of these opinions will be accomplished through a written 
procedure. 

• Both the AFC and FEEDAP Panel have received requests to evaluate colours and 
flavours, many of which are found in both human food and animal feed. The 
respective Secretariats have been asked to ensure a proper information exchange 
between the two Panels and to look at any unnecessary differences between the 
dossier requirements applying to the evaluations of the AFC and FEEDAP Panels.  

 
AHAW 
• The Panel has created a joint working group with the BIOHAZ panel to assess the 

risks of introduction of Rift Valley fever in the EU. 
• The AHAW Panel received a (self-tasking) request from EFSA to perform a risk 

assessment of currently available tests for the containment and control of a 
possible virus avian influenza outbreak in the European Union. The Panel has 
created a new working group to deal with this issue.  

• The Commission services drew attention to the procedure which has been applied 
for the preparation of the AHAW opinions on animal transport and stunning. The 
Commission asked whether the applied procedure is consistent with procedures 
applied by other Panels. In particular it was not clear whether the report which has 
been prepared by a working group and that was used by the Panel for the 
preparation of the opinion was formally approved by the Panel. The Committee 
wished to come back to this issue at the next plenary meeting.  

 
 
 

                                                 
2 For more specific information, see the specific pages of the respective Scientific Panels providing the minutes 
of the plenary meetings and the opinions adopted at these meetings on EFSA’s website. 
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BIOHAZ 
• The Panel is considering taking up a self-tasking issue to address the data needs 

for microbial risk assessments and epidemiology. The Panel is preparing a 
background document and the terms of reference for further discussion at its next 
plenary meeting. 

 
CONTAM 
• The Panel has considered the scientific colloquium on tolerable intake levels for 

dioxins, furans and dioxin-like PCBs that will take place on 28/29 June 2004. The 
Panel noted that the outcome of this colloquium may have an impact on the work 
programme and is concerned that it may also interfere with other activities on the 
work programme of the EFSA. 

• The Panel will be involved in addressing the question raised by the European 
Parliament to evaluate the safety of consumption of farmed and wild salmon. It 
has created a joint working group with the NDA Panel. It might be needed to also 
involve the AHAW Panel in the discussions. 

• The Panel has received a number of additional requests to assess the risks of 
undesirable substances in animal feed and is negotiating reasonable deadlines for 
delivery of the opinions with the Commission. 

• EFSA has requested the Working Group on Non-dioxin-like PCBs of the 
CONTAM Panel to contribute to a special EFSA session at the DIOXIN 2004 
conference taking place from 6-10 September in Berlin. 

• The CONTAM Panel received a request from the FEEDAP Panel to collaborate 
on the evaluation of detoxifying agents for mycotoxins. 

 
FEEDAP 
• The Scientific Co-ordinator of the FEEDAP Panel informed the Committee that a 

member of the Panel resigned. The Secretariat is looking for a replacement based 
on the applications received in the framework of the calls for expressions of 
interests in membership of a Scientific Panel. 

• The Scientific Co-ordinator gave a feedback on the Stakeholders “Open Session” 
that took place during the plenary meeting of the Panel on the 6th of May in 
Barcelona. The Stakeholder meeting was attended by more than 80 participants 
and addressed a number or relevant questions such as the communication with the 
stakeholders before an opinion is finalised, the confidentiality of certain details in 
opinions, efficacy requirements, maximum residue limits, flavourings and 
timeframes. 

 
NDA 
• In connection to the evaluation of the safety of consumption of farmed and wild 

salmon (cfr. CONTAM), the Chair of the NDA Panel noted that the Scientific 
Committee may wish to consider the development of a paradigm to address risk-
benefit issues in the near future. It was expected that developing such a paradigm 
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would demand considerable effort, but several Committee members shared the 
view that it is important that EFSA take up this issue in its future work 
programme.  

 
PPR 
• Because it is likely that the PPR Panel will be confronted with a significantly 

higher workload in the nextcoming period, the Chair of the PPR Panel asked when 
EFSA would be in the position to give more scientific support to reduce the 
workload of the members of the Panels. The Secretariat informed the Committee 
about the options EFSA is currently considering to reduce the workload of the 
members of the Panels: 1) recruitment of additional staff; 2) creation of additional 
working groups involving external experts; and 3) collaboration with national 
authorities and other organisations performing similar tasks as EFSA. 

 
 
4.3 Feedback from Working Groups of the Scientific Committee 
 

GENTOX 
The Working Group on a Harmonised Approach for the Consideration of Genotoxic and 
Carcinogenic Substances (GENTOX) met on the 26th and 27th of April. The WG is 
considering a margin-of-exposure approach as an alternative for ALARA (as low as 
reasonably achievable), an approach commonly applied in the risk assessment of 
substances that are both genotoxic and carcinogenic. It has requested advice from the 
Exposure Assessment WG on the intake data to be used as a starting point to estimate 
the margin-of-exposure. The Working Group intends to submit a first draft opinion to 
the plenary meeting of the Committee in October. The next meeting will take place in 
July. 
 
EXPOSURE 
The Exposure Assessment WG had its most recent meeting on the 7th of May. It is 
preparing a document that will guide the Scientific Panels and Committee to relevant 
reference documents for exposure assessments in the areas covered by EFSA. The WG 
is further developing a food consumption database that should help the scientific panels 
to make quick worst case exposure estimates for their evaluations. In order to provide a 
source of information on occurrence data, the WG intends to recommend creation of a 
data warehouse. An opinion on uncertainties in relation to exposure assessment is also 
being drafted. The next meeting will take place in June. 
 
EMRISK 
The Working Group on Emerging Risks (EMRISK) had its last meeting on the 18th of 
March. The WG will become involved in the evaluation of the tenders EFSA received 
for the creation of a network of key sources to support the Authority in identifying 
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emerging risks. The WG will start to identify and collect relevant documents on 
historical cases for further discussion with the future contractor. 
The WG wished to increase the involvement of the Panels. The Chair of the EMRISK 
WG asked the Chairs of the Scientific Panels to identify within their area the five most 
relevant emerging risks. This information will constitute a basis of continued 
discussions in the EMRISK Working Group to define the kind of “emerging risk 
information” that would be relevant for the Authority. The WG also considers the issue 
of combined exposure. 
The May meeting of the Working Group on Emerging Risks has been postponed until 
June. The Secretariat needed more time for the preparation of the evaluation of the 
tenders received.  
 
BMD 
The Secretariat announced that the mandate that the Committee proposed on the use of 
the benchmark dose approach in risk assessment was sent to the Executive Director at 
the end of April. The Secretariat wishes to start with the creation of a Working Group 
on the Benchmark Dose Approach (further referred to as BMD Working Group).  
The Chair of the Scientific Committee expressed his appreciation on behalf of the 
members of the Committee that Ada Knaap accepted to become chair of the BMD 
working group. The Committee agreed with Ada Knaap’s proposal not to start the 
activities of the BMD WG before the GENTOX WG is more advanced with the 
preparation of an opinion (fall of this year). The Chairs of the Scientific Panels were 
asked to propose members of their Panels who could contribute to the activities of this 
working group. It is intended to invite also external experts to join this working group. 

 
 
5. DISCUSSION ON FOOD SUPPLEMENTS AND RELATED PRODUCTS WIDELY USED IN 

EUROPE 
 
 The Committee discussed a new version of a working document on food supplements 

and related products widely used in Europe. The document addresses the need for better 
risk assessment and consumer information approaches in the area of botanicals and 
botanical preparations that are widely used as food supplements and related products.  

 
The Chair informed the Committee about the background of the revisions being made in 
the working document since the last plenary meeting. He emphasised that the document 
is meant to draw attention to a very complicated area. As agreed at the Committee’s 
plenary meeting in November3, the document, once adopted, will be brought to the 
attention of the Advisory Forum. 

 

                                                 
3 See http://www.efsa.eu.int/science/sc_commitee/sc_meetings/239/minutes_sci_04_adopted_en1.pdf  

http://www.efsa.eu.int/science/sc_commitee/sc_meetings/239/minutes_sci_04_adopted_en1.pdf
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 The EFSA Director of Science expressed his appreciation for the preparation of the 
draft. He requested the Scientific Committee to specify in more concrete terms the 
importance of and how the subject could be addressed by the Advisory Forum. 

 
The document was discussed extensively. The Secretariat was requested to revise the 
document incorporating the changes suggested by the members of the Committee. The 
Committee agreed to follow a written procedure for adoption of the final text.  

 
 
6. GUIDANCE ON DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

The Committee continued its discussion on EFSA’s guidance on declarations of 
interest. The Director of Science informed the Committee about the changes that will be 
incorporated in a revision of this document. EFSA will submit a revised document to 
the Scientific Committee for consultation, before it is brought back to the attention of 
the Management Board for endorsement.  

 
 
7. POSSIBILITIES FOR EFSA TO RELEASE STATEMENTS IN RELATION TO AN OPINION OF A 

SCIENTIFIC PANEL OR COMMITTEE 
 
 The Executive Director explained EFSA’s position in connection with recent opinions 

of the GMO panel expressed on the 2nd of April 2004. On maize MON 863xMON 810, 
the Panel was divided over the need for specific data confirming the safety evaluation of 
the hybrid maize and therefore could not reach a conclusion. Given that the Panel was 
divided in this respect, EFSA decided that it will request the additional study. Once 
received, the issue will be sent back to the GMO Panel for further consideration. 

 
 
8. MEETING OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE IN PARMA 
 
 The next meeting of the Scientific Committee will take place on the 28th of July in 

Parma. A meeting of the Emerging Risks Working Group will also take place in Parma 
in the afternoon of the 27th of July. The Secretariat informed the members about the 
arrangements for this meeting and explained that further details will be circulated in 
writing once all plans have become more definitive.  

  
  
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
9.1 The Committee was informed that the final report from the European Workshop on the 

Interface between Risk Assessment and Risk Management, that took place in September 
2003 in The Netherlands, has become available. The Secretariat will distribute the 
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report to the members of the Scientific Panels and is preparing a cover note that will 
include some guidance to the Scientific Panels for discussion on the subjects within the 
Panels. 

 
9.2 The Committee wished to have a discussion with the Director of Science on his 

document entitled “Investing in Food Science: Priority Projects and cooperation with 
National Research Centres”4 and on further developments related to the establishment 
of the Scientific Expert Services. The issue will be put on the agenda of the next plenary 
meeting of the Committee. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
4 See http://www.efsa.eu.int/advisory_forum/adv_meetings/369/adforum_08_doc8_en2.pdf  

http://www.efsa.eu.int/advisory_forum/adv_meetings/369/adforum_08_doc8_en2.pdf

