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 European Food Safety Authority 
 

MINUTES OF THE 1ST PLENARY MEETING OF THE 

EFSA SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE  

HELD ON 30 JUNE AND 1 JULY 2003 

 
(ADOPTED ON 27 AUGUST 2003) 

 
 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
Scientific Committee (SC):   
Susan Barlow, Andrew Chesson, John D. Collins, Tito H. Fernandes, Albert Flynn, Anthony R. 
Hardy, Bo O. Jansson, Ada G.A.C. Knaap, Harry A. Kuiper, Pierre F.G. Le Neindre, Josef R. 
Schlatter, Vittorio Silano1, Philippe Vannier and Josep Vives-Rego 
 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA):  
Geoffrey Podger2 (Executive Director), Marie-Noelle Costa and Silvie Mateljan3 (administration 
Scientific Committee), Djien Liem4 (scientific co-ordination SC), Torben Hallas-Møller2 (scientific 
co-ordination AFC panel), Suzy Renckens2 (scientific co-ordination GMO panel), Pilar Rodriguez-
Iglesias2 (scientific co-ordination NDA panel), Andrew Stimpson3 (communications department) 
 
European Commission (EC): 
Marina Marini2 (DG SANCO), Paul Vossen (DG Research), Michael Walsh (DG SANCO) 
 
 
 
1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
The scientific co-ordinator opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. There were no 
apologies for absence. 
 
2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

                                                 

1 Chair from agenda item 5 onwards. 
2 Present on 1 July. 
3 Present on 30 June. 
4 Chair from agenda item 1-4. 
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The agenda was adopted. 
 
 
3. ROUND TABLE: INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS 
 
All participants briefly introduced themselves. The Committee members were given the 
opportunity, before and during the meeting, to propose candidates for the positions of Chair and 
Vice-Chair of the Scientific Committee and to provide information in support of their proposal. 
 
 
4. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIRS 

Professor Vittorio Silano (I) was elected as Chair. Dr. Ada Knaap (NL) and Dr. Pierre Le Neindre 
(F) were elected as Vice-Chairs.  
 
 
5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/CONFIDENTIALITY/INDEPENDENCE 
 
The participants were invited to submit their declarations of interest, confidentiality and 
independence to the administrative secretary. 
 
 
6. MANDATE OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

The Committee acknowledged the following mandate of the Scientific Committee:  

The role of Authority’s Scientific Committee and Scientific Panels 
Under Article 28.1 of Parliament and Council Regulation 178/2002 establishing the 
Authority, the Scientific Committee and Scientific Panels shall be responsible for 
providing the scientific opinions of the Authority, each within their own spheres of 
competence.  

Mandate of the Scientific Committee 
Under Article 18 of the Decision concerning the establishment and operations of the 
Scientific Committees and Panels, adopted by the Authority’s Management Board on 
17.10.2002, the mandate of the Scientific Committee is set out as follows: 

“Questions on multi-sectoral issues falling within the competence of more than one Panel, 
and on issues which do not fall within the competence of any of the Panels.”   

The mandate resulted in a discussion on the processing of requests for scientific advice from the 
Scientific Panels and Committee of the EFSA. The following general aspects were considered: 
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• The Committee discussed the flow of requests for scientific advice from the Commission to 
the EFSA panels. The Committee expressed the need that there should be a good 
interaction between the Scientific Panels and the Committee.  

o Requests for scientific advice should be accompanied by background, clear terms 
of reference and as much of  the underlying documentation as possible.  

o Requests must be addressed to the EFSA Executive Director, who will transfer the 
question to the EFSA Secretariat. 

o In most cases, the EFSA Secretariat will be able to transfer the question directly to 
the appropriate panel. In cases where the situation is not so clear, the Secretariat 
may decide to consult the Scientific Committee to agree on an appropriate work 
plan. These plans may suggest that experts from different Panels are invited to 
create a joint working group. 

• The Committee expressed the need to have clear and transparent procedures for putting 
questions to the EFSA. The Committee was informed about a draft guidance document 
prepared by Unit D5 “Relations with the EFSA” of the Directorate General for Health & 
Consumer Protection of the European Commission (DG SANCO).  This contained 
guidelines for the preparation of requests from the Commission for scientific advice from 
EFSA. The Commission services requested EFSA to comment on this document. The 
Committee was invited by EFSA to contribute to the preparation of a response to the 
Commission.  
The Committee agreed to create a Task Force on the “Guidelines for the preparation of 
requests for EFSA scientific opinions”, in order to co-ordinate the preparation of a 
document for EFSA with comments from the Scientific Committee on the proposed 
guidelines. The activity may result in general principles that could also be used in future 
guidance documents for the Member States and the European Parliament. The Task Force 
will consist of Ada Knaap (Chair), Pierre Le Neindre, Josef Schlatter and Anthony Hardy. 
The Task Force agreed to report their comments at the next plenary meeting of the SC.  

• The Committee agreed with a proposal that the Secretariat will keep the Committee 
updated about developments in the EFSA work programme. This pro-active approach may 
help to find ways to optimise the organisation of an evaluation in cases where individual 
panels are not expected to have all expertise necessary to handle a specific part of the 
evaluation requested. The Secretariat is expected to play an important role in the creation 
of joint working groups comprising members of different Panels. 

 
7. WORK PROGRAMME 
 
The work programme of the Scientific Committee was discussed in the presence of the EFSA 
Executive Director.  
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Possible issues for further consideration by the Scientific Committee 
 
The scientific co-ordinator presented an overview of possible issues for further consideration by the 
Scientific Committee. It comprised issues aimed at harmonisation of approaches in the area of risk 
assessment, challenges in risk assessment in the area of food safety; and a number of horizontal 
scientific issues that may fall within the competence of more than one panel. The document served 
as starting point for the discussions during this first plenary meeting. The members were invited to 
give comments and to suggest additional issues to be included in the list.  
The scientific co-ordinator explained that the Secretariat is seeking urgent advice from the 
Committee on a general format for the expression of opinions. The Secretariat is preparing a 
proposal that will be distributed to the members of the Committee and the panels for comment.  
The Committee agreed to discuss the proposed format of opinions at its next plenary meeting. 

The Committee agreed with a proposal of the scientific co-ordinator to create a working group of 
members of the different panels with expertise in exposure assessment.  This will be  a pool of 
experts that will meet once or twice a year to harmonise procedures applied in their panels in the 
area of exposure assessment. 

The Committee agreed to include the following additional issues in the draft list of possible issues 
to be considered by the Scientific Committee:  

• Qualified presumption of safety. A working document prepared by a joint working group 
of the former SCF, SCP and SCAN was published on the internet sites of the respective 
Committees with a request for comments by 30 June 2003. The Secretariat was requested 
to circulate the document, together with a synopsis of the comments, to the members of the 
Committee for further consideration. 

• Non-conventional products (e.g. herbal preparations, functional foods) consumed by a 
large portion of the general population, for which no regulation exists. Is an issue that 
might be best taken up by a Joint Working Group of the Nutrition, Contaminants and 
Biological Hazards panels. It may comprise a large range of products of unknown origin or 
composition. It is unknown what is being marketed in different Member States. The 
legislative services of the European Commission will be consulted about the legislative 
framework for this category of products. The EFSA Executive Director will consult the 
Advisory Forum on the 4th July to request information on the products marketed in the 
Member States. Drs Chesson, Flynn and Schlatter agreed to prepare a note for further 
discussion by the Committee. 

• How to deal with uncertainties and the precautionary principle. 

• The role of EFSA in post market surveillance of novel foods. 
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• Integrated surveillance system for antimicrobial resistance.  

• EFSA’s responsibility with respect to water. The Commission services were asked to verify 
whether DG Environment is carrying the responsibility for (drinking) water.  

• New genomic techniques. 

• Interface between Risk Assessment and Risk Management. The Committee was informed 
about a forthcoming workshop on this subject that will take place from 3-5 September in 
Noordwijkerhout, The Netherlands (http://www.RA-RM.com).  

• Workshop on the work programme of the SC. The Executive Director agreed with the 
Chair’s proposal to organise a press conference or briefing in the Autumn of 2003 to 
present the plans of the Scientific Committee once it has been adopted. 

The Chairs of the Scientific Panels appreciated the Chair’s proposal to involve the members of the 
Scientific Panels in identifying issues to be considered by the Scientific Committee. Comments 
from the Scientific Panels will be incorporated in an updated working document that will be re-
discussed at the next plenary meeting.   
 
 
General discussion on the role of the Scientific Committee 
 
Attention was also given to: 

• How to handle a food crisis? The Executive Director informed the Committee about the 
outcome of discussions with the DG SANCO on how to handle a food crisis.  It is foreseen 
that EFSA will contribute to the filtering of rapid alerts. In the case of a food crisis, EFSA 
is expected to bring the national food authorities together to co-ordinate the exchange of 
information in this area. The Executive Director invited the Committee to contribute to 
EFSA’s crisis management plan. 

• Current approach applied in the consideration of genotoxic and carcinogenic substances 
needs reconsideration. The Executive Director agreed that this is an issue that the SC may 
wish to consider in the very short term as the ALARA (As Low As Reasonable 
Achievable) approach often confronts the risk manager with lots of unnecessary problems. 
The Committee will consider the creation of a working group to evaluate the consideration 
of genotoxic and carcinogenic substances at its next plenary meeting. 

• Quantitative Risk Assessment: need for experts in computer modelling. The Committee 
noted that EFSA may need to recruit additional experts in order to evaluate the 
applicability of computer models used in the area of quantitative risk assessment. This 
specific expertise is unlikely to be available in the Scientific Panels or Committee.  



Minutes of the 1st Plenary Meeting of the Scientific Committee Page 6 of 7 

• Representation of the EU in international organisations is sometimes unclear. Some 
members asked for clarity about the representation of the EU (either the Commission or 
EFSA) in harmonisation of risk assessment platforms of international organisations. The 
Executive Director will raise this question with the Commission. 

• What can the Scientific Committee contribute to risk communication?  

o The Committee was informed that, for each opinion, EFSA needs to provide a 
summary in three languages (EN, DE, F) for publication on the internet. The 
Committee was informed that EFSA’s proposal for a general format of opinions 
mentions that the summary should form an integral part of the opinion. Hence, the 
Scientific Panels and Committee will be automatically involved in the preparation 
of these summaries. It was proposed to invite a communications colleague to 
attend relevant meetings of the Scientific Committee or Panels during the final 
discussions relating to draft opinions. 

o Members of the Committee expressed the wish to receive more guidance on how to 
handle questions from the media, should they be approached (e.g. in the situation 
of a crisis in the area of EFSA’s competence). It was suggested that media training 
should be organised for committee members . It was also suggested that 
procedures, such as those commonly used in national institutes, should be 
developed under the co-ordination of EFSA communications staff. 

o The Committee expressed the need to exchange views with the Communications 
Unit, once the Director of Communication has drawn up a strategy for the EFSA. It 
was therefore agreed, following a proposal from the Secretariat, to put this issue on 
a future plenary meeting agenda of the Scientific Committee once the new Director 
of Communication has taken up office.  

• What would be a reason for putting a question on the work programme of the Scientific 
Committee?  

• Collaboration with other scientific advisory bodies? How to deal with developments in the 
area of risk assessment taking place in other international organisations (e.g. FAO, WHO, 
OECD)? The Committee agreed that it would be appropriate to find a way in which the 
Scientific Panels and Committee can collaborate with, and have access to work produced 
by, other international organisations. 

• The Scientific Committee may wish to consider whether it would like to give priority to 
harmonisation efforts in areas where harmonisation does not yet exist; such as in the field 
of genetically modified animals: does it want leadership at EU level? 

• How to handle BSE issues in EFSA? The Executive Director confirmed that this issue has 
not yet been solved and that EFSA needs advice from the Committee. 



Minutes of the 1st Plenary Meeting of the Scientific Committee Page 7 of 7 

• How to handle the issue of animal experimentation? The Committee noted that this issue is 
also dealt with in the non-food scientific committees of DG SANCO. It is expected that 
SANCO’s Scientific Committee on Cosmetic Products and Non-Food Products intended 
for consumers will release an updated opinion in the Autumn of 2003. The Committee 
agreed to re-discuss this issue at a future plenary meeting. 

  
8. ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKING GROUPS 
 
The Scientific Committee will discuss the creation of more working groups at the next plenary 
meeting, based on suggestions from the panels. 

 
9. SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS FOR 2003/2004 
 
The Scientific Committee agreed to reserve the following dates for plenary meetings: 
 
2003:  27/28 August, 17/18 September, 15/16 October, 19/20 November, 17/18 December 
 
2004:  14/15 January, 11/12 February, 17/18 March, 14/15 April, 12/13 May, 16/17 June, 14/15 

July, 11/12 August, 15/16 September, 13/14 October, 17/18 November and 15/16 
December. 

 
The dates in 2004 should be considered as provisional. A final decision will be taken at a plenary 
meeting towards the end of this year. 
 
 
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The Chair of the Scientific Panel on Plant Health, Plant Protection Products and their Residues 
suggested to the committee that there is a need for more guidance for experts on how they should 
deal with declarations of interest. The Executive Director advised the members and their scientific 
co-ordinators to record all cases where a potential conflict of interest may arise. In cases where 
there is a situation which is difficult to interpret, the Chair and the Secretariat may wish to contact 
the Executive Director in order to discuss the most appropriate way of handling the issue. The 
Secretariat agreed to prepare a guidance note on declarations of interest. 

 


