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Speakers from Member State 

Birgitte Helwigh1 Henrik Wegener1 

Ellen Trolle1  
 

Staff of the European Food Safety Authority  

Bernhard Berger Torben Nilsson 

Frank Boelaert1 Ilias Papatryfon1 

Stefan Fabinsson1 Sérgio Potier Rodeia 

Kerstin Gross-Helmert  

 

1 WELCOME AND OPENING OF THE MEETING 
Bernhard Berger from EFSA’s Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit and 
Chair of the meeting opened the 11th Meeting between Focal Points (FPs) and EFSA. He 
introduced Henrik C. Wegener, Director of the National Food Institute of Denmark’s 
Technical University (DTU). 

Henrik C. Wegener welcomed the participants, highlighted the close cooperation between 
and among FPs and EFSA, and stressed the importance of the FP meetings for the 
productive and effective cooperation. Finally he wished the participants a successful 
meeting. 

The Chair thanked Henrik C. Wegener for the invitation to host the meeting and Arne 
Büchert, the Danish FP, for the support in organising this event. The Chair welcomed the 
representatives from 31 countries, in particular Jelena Vračar from Montenegro, who 
attended the FP Meeting for the first time. Apologies were received from France, 
Romania and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 

2 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
After distribution of the draft agenda to the FPs before the meeting, the draft agenda had 
been updated to adjust the titles of presentations and the names of the EFSA Units 
according to EFSA’s re-organisation. An item on Article 36 had been raised by France 
prior to the meeting, which was postponed to the next meeting to give France an 
opportunity to be present at the discussion. The agenda was adopted after inclusion of 
five items under “Any Other Business” (AOB), namely: i) Career opportunities at EFSA; 
ii) Scientific Committee and Panel renewal; iii) e-mail requests for information; 
iv) national FP web pages; and v) future FP meetings. 

                                                 
1 Attended part of the meeting 
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The draft minutes of the 10th FP Meeting were sent to FPs for comments on 4 March 
2011. The minutes were approved without comments from participants and have been 
placed on EFSA’s website.  

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Declarations of Interests, EFSA screened the 
Annual Declaration of interest (ADoI) filled in by the participants invited for the present 
meeting. No conflicts of interests related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been 
identified during the screening process or at the beginning of this meeting.  

FPs were reminded to immediately update their ADoIs whenever applicable. Participants 
were asked to fill in the Declarations of Commitment and Confidentiality, as appropriate.  

3 PRESENTATION OF THE NATIONAL FOOD INSTITUTE 
Henrik C. Wegener presented the national food safety organisation in Denmark and the 
importance of the DTU, in particularly the work and organisation of the National Food 
Institute. He further described the development of food security and safety in Denmark 
over the last 50 years. 
The Chair thanked Henrik C. Wegener for his presentation and emphasised the 
tremendous contribution of the DTU and the National Food Institute to EFSA’s work. 

4 EFSA’S RE-ORGANISATION 
Bernhard Berger informed participants about EFSA’s re-organisation, explaining the 
underlying reasons for the re-organisation and presenting EFSA’s new structure. The 
implementation of the new structure is a step-wise process, ensuring continuity of 
operations. Placing the Advisory Forum (AF) and the FP secretariats together in one Unit 
(Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit) will lead to even closer collaboration 
between the secretariats.  

5 DATA COLLECTION 

NATIONAL LEVEL 

Two presentations were given, describing data collection in Denmark: 

• Ellen Trolle, from DTU’s National Food Institute and member of EFSA’s Expert 
Group on Food Consumption Data (Dietary and Chemical Monitoring network), 
presented the Danish National Survey of Dietary Habits and Physical Activity, 
particularly the collection, description and utilization of data; the high participation 
rate in the survey was brought about by a series of incentives and by refraining from 
using invasive methods, such as blood sampling. 

• Birgitte Helwigh, from DTU’s National Food Institute and member of EFSA’s 
Zoonoses network, informed FPs about the national collection of zoonoses data in 
Denmark, its submission to EFSA, and the importance of the Danish Zoonoses Centre 
in coordinating and organising the collaboration between all stakeholders. 
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DATA COLLECTION AT EFSA 

• Stefan Fabiansson, from EFSA’s Dietary and Chemical Monitoring Unit, described 
coordination efforts for and the details of the three areas for which data is collected by 
the Unit, namely chemical monitoring, residue monitoring and dietary monitoring. It 
was clarified that, while currently two catalogues exist for data submission, FoodEx 2 
is being developed, which will combine all codes into one catalogue.  

• Frank Boelaert, from EFSA’s Biological Monitoring Unit, gave an overview of the 
activities of EFSA’s Zoonoses Data Collection network, the tasks of EFSA’s 
Biological Monitoring Unit with regard to data collection on zoonoses, the Annual EU 
Summary reports on zoonoses, and the EU-wide Zoonoses Baseline Surveys.   

Data collection activities with Member States (MS) include calls for existing data, e.g. 
sent to FPs via e-mail; grants under Article 36 (under preparation); and procurement, e.g. 
data for the comprehensive food consumption database.  

Two DATEX networks exist, namely the Expert Group on Chemical Occurrence Data 
and the Expert Group on Food Consumption Data. FPs should be aware about who from 
their countries are members of the EFSA scientific networks. A list of the scientific 
networks is available on the Extranet. One FP has organised a meeting with all network 
members of the country and recommended this to other FPs. 

6 FOCAL POINT ACTIVITIES 

6.1 NEW DEVELOPMENTS OF THE EXPERT DATABASE 

Sérgio Potier Rodeia, from EFSA’s Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit, 
informed participants on the current status of applications submitted to the Expert 
Database (EDB). He then demonstrated the recent developments on the online application 
form as well as the online search tool.  
FPs have been a major factor in the success of the EDB and on the number of 
applications included since its launch in 2008. The EDB is being used widely across 
EFSA, as scientific experts particpating in EFSA meetings, namely on working groups, 
need to be chosen from the EDB, bringing additional transparency to the procedure in use 
for their identification and selection. To increase the use of the EDB by MS, it was 
suggested to open access to profiles included in the EDB beyond AF Members and FPs. 
The Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit will check this possibility, namely 
with regards to any personal data protection constrains. 
FPs were asked to further promote the EDB and stimulate experts to apply, as well as to 
increase the use of the EDB search tool in the context of scientific projects carried out at 
national level.  

Action 1: AFSCO to check if access to the EDB search tool can be broadened beyond AF 
Members and FPs. 
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6.2 ARTICLE 36 

Cooperation between DTU and Article 36 organsiations 
Arne Büchert, from the Danish FP, presented the Danish Article 36 organisations and 
experiences with Article 36 items, including finding and assessing potential Article 36 
organisations, cooperation between Article 36 organisations, and participating in 
Article 36 projects.   

Guidelines for the management of the Article 36 list 
Ilias Papatryfon, from EFSA’s Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit, 
informed FPs about the currently ongoing development of guidelines for:  
• the overall management of the Article 36 List; 
• the designation process of new and existing Article 36 organisations; 
• the assessment of organisations against the formal criteria described in Commission 

Regulation (EC) No 2230/2004). 

Discussion 
FPs much welcomed the development of such guidelines, particularly to give further 
clarity on: 
• the role of the various players in the processes, especially those of the AF and FPs;  
• the assessment of Article 36 organisations using formal criteria, especially with regard 

to the public interest characterisation and procedures and rules related to independence 
and integrity; and 

• the designation of organisations to the list, especially regarding the designation of 
specialised parts of an institution versus the entire institution; it is possible to have 
sub-entries of bigger institutions, if the information is submitted via a questionnaire, 
preferably in separate questionnaires for all sub-entries (details to be included in the 
guidelines).  

As the various MS have different strategies to nominate organsiations for inclusion in the 
Article 36 list, the guidelines were seen as an excellent opportunity to clarify the 
approaches. Therefore it was suggested that, if MS were flexible in the timing of 
nominating new organisations, they could wait until the guidelines are available. The 
guidelines will be put forward for consultation with the AF and endorsement by EFSA’s 
Management Board later this year/beginning next year.  

Further, it was clarified that Article 36 organisations can cooperate with non-Article 36 
organisations, within the context of a grant project, by sub-contracting non-core tasks of a 
project. Whether an activity is a core or a non-core task is determined during the 
evaluation phase of a proposal. 

FPs were encouraged to intensify their contacts with Article 36 organisations, e.g. to be 
informed about their applications to EFSA calls. 



 

 6

7 HOW SOCIAL SCIENCES INFLUENCE THE WORK OF THE UK FSA 

Alisdair Wotherspoon, from the UK FP, described how social sciences influence the 
work at UK’s Food Standards Agency (FSA). The attitudes, knowledge and behaviour of 
consumers to food issues are investigated to help understand underlying factors and are 
taken into account in various programmes to increase their effectiveness. The research on 
social science is funded by the FSA and often constitutes a part of research activities in 
other spheres, e.g. microbiology and food allergy. The social sciences are an important 
contributor to the FSA’s evidence base e.g. in developing organisational priorities. 

8 RELEVANT ISSUES FROM THE AF MEETING 
Torben Nilsson, from EFSA’s Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit, 
informed participants on relevant issues from the AF Meeting held in Parma on 15-16 
March 2011. The minutes of the meeting in Parma are available on EFSA’s website2. 

In the following discussion it was clarified that the crisis simulation exercise would take 
place on 16 May 2011. Some AF Members volunteered to participate. It was clarified that 
in a crisis situation, as well as in this exercise, the AF Members are the first contacts for 
EFSA and they would decide who further to contact. Clarification with the Emerging 
Risks (EMRISK) Unit about FP involvement in the exercise would be sought and the 
Unit would be invited to a future FP Meeting. 

Action 2: AFSCO to clarify FP involvement in the crisis simulation exercise with 
EMRISK. 

Action 3: AFSCO to invite EMRISK to a future FP Meeting. 

9 SUBJECT(S) RAISED BY FOCAL POINTS  
No subjects were raised by FPs.  

10 AOB 

Career opportunities at EFSA 
The Chair informed participants about the publication of career opportunities at EFSA on 
its website (http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/aboutefsa/jobs.htm). It also includes the 
possibility to apply as a seconded national expert (SNE) to work for EFSA (please see 
detailed rules on the website).  

Scientific Committee and Panel renewal 
The Chair reminded participants of the renewal of EFSA’s Scientific Committee and 
Panel and re-iterated the importance of disseminating the information as widely as 
possible to receive many applications from well-qualified candidates. 
                                                 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/af110315.htm  
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E-mail requests for information 
The Chair explained that, generally, requests sent to FPs should be related to risk 
assessment issues and should not include legislative matters. In case of doubt about 
sending out requests, FPs can contact the Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation 
Unit under scientific.cooperation@efsa.europa.eu. 

The Chair reminded FPs to copy the scientific cooperation mailbox 
(scientific.cooperation@efsa.europa.eu) when sending out and replying to requests for 
information. 

National Focal Point web pages 
FPs were encouraged to check their web pages, particularly any links as well as the news 
sections to include, e.g., EFSA’s call for members to the Scientific Committee and Panels.  

Future FP Meetings 
The preliminary date for the 12th FP meeting is 19-20 October 2011 in Gdansk, Poland. 
Dates for 2012 have not yet been set; it is envisaged to hold the meetings in February 
(Austria), May/June (Switzerland) and October (Parma, tbc).  
FPs were reminded not to make any travel arrangements until receiving the formal 
invitation from EFSA. FPs were also reminded that they should have an approved ADoI 
before registering for a meeting. 

11 CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 
The Chair closed the meeting. He thanked Arne Büchert for the excellent support and the 
DTU for hosting the meeting. He also thanked the participants for their attendance and 
their active contributions in the various discussions and stressed the continued 
commitment of the Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit in supporting the 
work of FPs. 

 
 
SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS 
 
Reference Who What 
Action 1 AFSCO to check if access to the EDB search tool can be broadened 

beyond AF Members and FPs 
Action 2 AFSCO to clarify FP involvement in the crisis simulation exercise 

with EMRISK 
Action 3 AFSCO to invite EMRISK to a future FP Meeting 

 


