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One step backOne step back

Purpose of food classification and descriptionPurpose of food classification and description
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From chaos ....From chaos ....

Contaminant dataContaminant dataConsumption dataConsumption data Contaminant dataContaminant data
Legislated activitiesLegislated activities
Ad hoc activitiesAd hoc activities
T t l Di t Studi s T t l Di t Studi s 

Consumption dataConsumption data
Concise dataConcise data
Comprehensive dataComprehensive data
P nP n Eur p n d tEur p n d t Total Diet Studies Total Diet Studies PanPan--European dataEuropean data

Market dataMarket data Other dataOther dataMarket dataMarket data
EuroMonitorEuroMonitor
GEMS/FoodGEMS/Food
Total Diet Studies Total Diet Studies 

Other dataOther data
Commercial dataCommercial data
International dataInternational data
Research project dataResearch project dataTotal Diet Studies Total Diet Studies Research project dataResearch project data

Data transmissionData transmission Literature dataLiterature dataData transmissionData transmission
StructureStructure
ProtocolProtocol
StorageStorage

Literature dataLiterature data
SearchesSearches
SubmissionsSubmissions
Official reportsOfficial reportsStorageStorage Official reportsOfficial reports
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.... to order.... to order

Contaminant dataContaminant data
Legislated activitiesLegislated activities
Ad hoc activitiesAd hoc activities
Total Diet Studies Total Diet Studies 

Consumption dataConsumption data
Concise dataConcise data
Comprehensive dataComprehensive data
PanPan--European dataEuropean data

Food classificationFood classification

Market dataMarket data
EuroMonitorEuroMonitor
GEMS/FoodGEMS/Food
Total Diet Studies Total Diet Studies 

Other dataOther data
Commercial dataCommercial data
International dataInternational data
Research project dataResearch project data

Data transmissionData transmission
StructureStructure
ProtocolProtocol
StorageStorage

Literature dataLiterature data
SearchesSearches
SubmissionsSubmissions
Official reportsOfficial reports
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Going forwardGoing forward

Finding a reasonable and flexible solutionFinding a reasonable and flexible solution
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Ideal classification systemIdeal classification system

LanguaLLanguaL
-- an international framework for food description!an international framework for food description!pp
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Researching .....Researching .....

It all depends!It all depends!It all depends!It all depends!

Food grouping and coding system has to suit the needs of Food grouping and coding system has to suit the needs of 
a particular activitya particular activitya particular activity.a particular activity.

Indeed historically many different working groups with Indeed historically many different working groups with 
diff t bj ti s d l d  diff t F d diff t bj ti s d l d  diff t F d different objectives developed many different Food different objectives developed many different Food 
Classification SystemsClassification Systems
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Unambiguous ambiguityUnambiguous ambiguity

HazardHazard

Exposure
Assessment

Chemical 
Occurrence

Food 
Consumption
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ProcessProcess

Internal consultationInternal consultationInternal consultationInternal consultation

External consultationExternal consultation

EFSA ColloquiumEFSA Colloquium
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Objectives of the colloquiumObjectives of the colloquium

Scientific debate among international experts on key Scientific debate among international experts on key 
issues related to the classification and description of issues related to the classification and description of 
foodsfoods

Focus on needs relevant to exposure and risk Focus on needs relevant to exposure and risk 
assessmentassessment

Challenges:Challenges:
•• matching a multitude of occurrence matching a multitude of occurrence •• matching a multitude of occurrence matching a multitude of occurrence 

data with food consumption datadata with food consumption data
•• handling of composite foodshandling of composite foodshandling of composite foodshandling of composite foods
•• keeping flexibility while allowing keeping flexibility while allowing 

interconnectivityinterconnectivity
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Expected outcomesExpected outcomes

•• Guidance on how to connect disparate Guidance on how to connect disparate Guidance on how to connect disparate Guidance on how to connect disparate 
description systems for additives, pesticides, description systems for additives, pesticides, 
contaminants and primary products (RAC)contaminants and primary products (RAC)contaminants and primary products (RAC)contaminants and primary products (RAC)
–– harmonise current legislative requirements or harmonise current legislative requirements or 

introduce translation layersintroduce translation layersyy

•• Description of food consumption information in Description of food consumption information in 
a format compatible with occurrence dataa format compatible with occurrence dataa format compatible with occurrence dataa format compatible with occurrence data

•• Recommendation on how to handle composite Recommendation on how to handle composite pp
foods and facet descriptorsfoods and facet descriptors

•• Approach for international harmonisation Approach for international harmonisation 
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•• Approach for international harmonisation Approach for international harmonisation 



Thank You!Thank You!
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