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Parma, 23 December 2009 
EFSA/CONTAM/1066 

 
MINUTES OF THE 35TH PLENARY MEETING OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON 
CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD CHAIN (CONTAM) HELD FROM 24 TO 26 

NOVEMBER 2009 IN PARMA 
 

Adopted by written procedure on 23 December 2009  
 
PARTICIPANTS 

Panel Members:  
Jan Alexander, Diane Benford, Alan Boobis, Sandra Ceccatelli, Jean-Pierre Cravedi2, 
Alessandro Di Domenico1, Daniel Doerge, Eugenia Dogliotti, Lutz Edler1, Peter Farmer,2 
Metka Filipič,  Peter Fürst, Thierry Guerin, Helle Katrine Knutsen, Miroslav Machala, 
Antonio Mutti, Josef Schlatter (chair), Rolaf van Leeuwen and Philippe Verger3 
 
Ad hoc expert: 
Brian Stollery4 
 
EFSA: 
Unit on Contaminants (CONTAM unit) 
Carolina Di Bona, Gina Cioacata, Jean-Lou Dorne, Mari Eskola, Sandra Gracci, Claudia 
Heppner, George Kass, Valentina Mota, Luisa Ramos Bordajandi and Marc Vandenbroeck 

Unit on Data Collection and Exposure (DATEX unit) 
Stefan Fabiansson  

Unit on Information Technology and Operation unit (ITOPunit) 
Paolo Bosacchi 
 
European Commission: 
Marina Marini (DG Health and Consumers, 03 Science and Stakeholder relations)5 and 
Almut Bitterhof (DG Health and Consumers, E3 Chemicals, Contaminants, Pesticides)5 
 
 

                                                 
1 Only present from 24 to 25 November 2009 
2 Only present from 25 to 26 November 2009 
3 Only present by phone conference call on 24 November 2009 
4 Only present on 24 November 2009 
5 By phone conference call 
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1.  WELCOME  

The chair of the CONTAM Panel welcomed the members to the 35th CONTAM 
plenary meeting. The members of the Panel were informed that Brian Stollery from 
the University of Bristol (UK) was invited to attend the first day of the plenary 
meeting to outline the methodology used in the children’s IQ assessment. CONTAM 
Panel member Philippe Verger told the other members that due to changes in his 
professional career he will resign from the CONTAM Panel with effect from 1 
December 2009. The members of the CONTAM Panel congratulated Philippe on his 
new opportunity, thanked him for his valuable contributions related to risk 
assessments in the area of contaminants and wished him all the best for his future 
career.  
 
  

2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Johanna Fink-Gremmels, member of the 
CONTAM Panel and from Frans Verstraete of the European Commission. 
 

 
3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  

No revisions were proposed to the draft agenda, and the agenda was adopted. 
 
 
4.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  

EFSA secretariat screened both the annual and specific declaration of interests 
(ADoI, SDoI) filled in by the scientific experts invited to this meeting in accordance 
with EFSA’s Policy on declarations of interests.  
 
With regard to the ADoI, SDoI and this meeting, no interests were declared by the 
experts other than those already declared in the ADoI or in a previous SDoI and 
screened by EFSA in accordance with its Policy on Declaration of Interests and 
implementing documents thereof.  
 
 

5. LEAD IN FOOD. OCCURRENCE, EXPOSURE AND TOXICOLOGICAL ENDPOINTS FOR 
DISCUSSION 

The Head of the EFSA´s DATEX unit presented the occurrence, consumption and 
exposure chapters of the draft opinion on lead in food (question number: EFSA-Q-
2007-137). The CONTAM Panel discussed and agreed the approach taken for the 
exposure assessment. The chair of the CONTAM Working Group (WG) on lead 
presented a comprehensive overview of the toxicological endpoints which are 
currently being considered by the members of the WG and received steering from the 
members of the CONTAM Panel related to the dose-response calculations for the 
various endpoints. The members of the Panel were also informed that currently a 
meta-analysis related to one endpoint is being carried out and the data will be 
available by mid December 2009. The CONTAM Panel agreed with this approach. 
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The ad-hoc expert outlined the methodology used for assessing children’s IQ in detail 
and explained the differences between the various IQ tests which can be applied. The 
draft opinion will be further finalised taking into account the comments made by the 
members of the CONTAM Panel. It is planned to present the draft opinion for 
possible adoption to the 36th CONTAM plenary meeting in January 2010.  
 

 
6. EVALUATION OF PREVIOUS CARGOES. DRAFT OPINION  

The chair of the working group (WG) presented the draft opinion related to the 
evaluation of substances as acceptable previous cargoes for edible fats and oils 
(question number: EFSA-Q-2009-006864). The CONTAM Panel adopted the opinion 
subject to incorporation of minor changes as suggested during the meeting. The chair 
of the CONTAM Panel expressed his appreciation to the members of the WG and 
EFSA staff for the efficient and effective work ensuring the preparation of the draft 
opinion in a very short timeframe.  
 

7. MARINE BIOTOXINS – PALYTOXINS. DRAFT OPINION  

The chair of the working group (WG) presented the draft opinion related to marine 
biotoxins in shellfish – Palytoxin group (question number: EFSA-Q-2006-065G). 
The CONTAM Panel adopted the opinion subject to incorporation of minor changes 
as suggested during the meeting. The chair of the CONTAM Panel expressed his 
appreciation to the members of the WG and EFSA staff for the efficient and effective 
work ensuring the preparation of the draft opinion in a very short timeframe.  

 

8. FEEDBACK FROM THE LAST SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE MEETING 

The minutes of the plenary meeting of the SC held on 17 November 2009 in Brussels 
are available on the EFSA web page6. The chair of the CONTAM Panel called 
attention to the following items: 

 
• Strategic research priorities and update on the 7th framework programme of DG 

Research 

• EC Mandate “Residues of packaging from the use of products from the agri-food 
industry”  

• Update on rules and procedures for the establishment and operations of the SC 
and Panels and their working groups 

• WHO visit to EFSA 

 

                                                 
6 Available at URL: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/cs/BlobServer/Event_Meeting/sc091117m.pdf?ssbinary=true  
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9. FEEDBACK FROM EFSA  

9.1 PHONE CONFERENCE/WEB CONFERENCE  

A staff member of the IT Unit demonstrated new technology supported by EFSA for 
holding audio and web conferences. This presentation was greatly appreciated by the 
members of the CONTAM Panel, particularly as it showed how changes carried out 
to the document could be viewed by all participants attending the audio/web 
conference meeting. However, the Panel pointed out that this form of meeting can be 
used only in particular situations, e.g. focussed discussion, and only for a limited 
period of time. It was also pointed out that permission for installing the software for 
web conferencing on an expert’s computer might be difficult to obtain from their 
administration, and also that the web conference system is sometimes quite slow, 
which means that any viewing of revisions carried out to a document would be 
delayed.   

The ITOP Unit invited the members of the CONTAM Panel to give the technology a 
test trial and to report back any difficulties the experts might experience in 
downloading the software.  

 

9.2  GENERAL INFORMATION  

The head of unit (HoU) from EFSA CONTAM unit updated the members of the 
CONTAM Panel on the following matters:  

• Workshop on the “Application of Systematic Review Methodology to Food 
and Feed Safety Assessments in support of Decision Making”  

EFSA´s Assessment methodology unit (AMU) will organise the workshop 
mentioned above on 23 to 25 February 2010 in Parma. It is expected that three 
CONTAM experts and staff of the CONTAM unit will participate. The members of 
the CONTAM Panel were invited to indicate their interest. It was noted that 
although interest in attending this workshop was high, the proposed date of the 
workshop clashes with commitments Panel members have already made. Therefore, 
nobody from the CONTAM Panel is able to attend this workshop. Staff of the 
CONTAM unit attending this workshop will report back to the CONTAM Panel. 
The HoU will report the number of interested experts for planning purposes to 
AMU in case another workshop is organised at a later stage.  
 

• WHO visit 

On 26.10.09 WHO (Hilde Kruse, Chizuru Nishida, Angelika Tritscher, and Jorgen 
Schlundt) visited EFSA. The aim of the meeting was i) to gain a better understand 
of how each other’s work programmes are established (governance) and ii) to 
identify ways of work-sharing, coordination and cooperation. After a general 
session on the work programme of EFSA and WHO in the area of food safety five 
breakout groups were organized, one of them related to food additives, 
contaminants, and enzymes. In this breakout group it was proposed to share work 
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programmes early in the process and on a regular basis, as well as to explore the 
setting up of international working groups. The official minutes and actions are 
expected to be available in the near future.   
 
EFSA agreed to co-chair a side-event with WHO on food safety for the Fifth 
Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health, The conference “Protecting 
children’s health in a changing environment” will be held on 10 to 12 March 2010 
in Parma. Within this context contaminants e.g. marine biotoxins could be 
presented. Members of the CONTAM Panel were invited to propose additional 
subjects for this workshop to HoU.  
 

• International Food Chemical Safety Liaison Group (IFCSLG) face-to-face 
meeting  

On 4 to 5 November 2009 the IFCSLG face-to-face meeting took place in Parma. 
This group was established in 2005 and meets four times a year via phone 
conference calls with rotating chairs. The overall aim is to share information on 
upcoming / current issues related to chemicals. The members of this group are the 
European Commission, EFSA, Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ), 
French Food Safety Agency (AFSSA), Health Canada, Food Safety Commission of 
Japan, New Zealand Food Safety Authority (FSANZ), UK Food Standards Agency, 
and U.S. Food and Drug Administration (U.S. FDA). During the face-to-face 
meeting the following topics within the area of contaminants were 
discussed/presented:  FSANZ results from a toxicological study on tutin, a natural 
toxin that occurs in some New Zealand honey and originating from the native New 
Zealand plant tutu (Coriaria arborea), EFSA´s CONTAM Panel risk assessments 
on cadmium and arsenic in food, Health Canada´s draft risk assessment on lead, a 
new initiative by the FSANZ related to a risk assessment on pyrrolizidine alkaloids, 
a risk/benefit assessment on fish consumption versus methyl mercury exposure 
carried out by the U.S. FDA, and ongoing activities of the U.S. FDA related to 
perchlorate levels in food.  
 
The meeting was also informed that as part of the WHO Global Strategy for Food 
Safety, the WHO launched an initiative to estimate the global burden of foodborne 
diseases from all the major causes of microbiological, parasitic and chemical origin. 
This work is being carried out by the Foodborne Disease Burden Epidemiology 
Reference Group (FERG), with the aim of assembling burden of disease estimates. 
The FERG is a multi-disciplinary group of global experts on foodborne diseases 
and includes representatives from numerous national and international agencies.  
 

• Workshop on pyrrolizidine alkaloids  
EFSA was informed by the Joint Research Centre in Geel (BE) that a one-day 
workshop regarding the analytical methods and toxicity of pyrrolizidine alkaloids 
will be held on 22 February 2010 in Brussels.  
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• Letter from European Commission, DG Health and Consumer Protection  
The EC has informed EFSA that DG Health and Consumer Protection will provide 
regular feedback every six months to the Scientific Panels / Scientific Committee 
on the follow-up of EFSA´s risk assessments. EFSA proposed a new initiative to 
the EC, for a case study looking into the impact of EFSA´s risk assessments.  
 

• Letter from French Food Safety Authority (AFSSA)  
EFSA received a letter from AFSSA noting that in six adopted and published 
opinions related to marine biotoxins i) slightly incorrect consumption figures have 
been reported for France when referring to the CALIPSO study and ii) outdated 
consumption figures have been used for the INCA study as newer data are available 
since 2008. AFSSA asked EFSA to revise the French consumption data in view of 
these newer consumption data. EFSA asked AFSSA why there are slightly different 
consumption figures in the CALIPSO study and indicated to AFSSA that EFSA 
will revisit the consumption figures used in the opinions in the near future as also 
other Member States e.g. Spain and Belgium indicated the submission of 
consumption data not previously submitted to EFSA.  
 

• Art. 36 project   
In 2008 the CONTAM unit initiated two Art. 36 projects related to the collection of 
scientific information on mycotoxins and natural plant toxicants (EFSA-Q-2008-
04995) and a survey on use of veterinary medicinal products in third countries 
(EFSA-Q-2008-04996). Both projects have been completed and their reports will 
be published on the Authority’s webpage in the near future7.   
For 2010, the following two Art. 36 calls are foreseen i) development/application of 
an analytical method to measure various ergot alkaloids in feed material in order to 
refine the risk assessment on ergot alkaloids in animal feed, ii) and uptake of 
veterinary medicinal products by plants used as feeding material. In addition, the 
CONTAM unit plans to have the following procurements in 2010 i) background 
report related to toxicity data for HT-2/T-2 toxins, ii) background report related to 
occurrence data of HT-2/T-2 toxins, and iii) updating the database related to 
veterinary medicinal products in third countries.  
 

• 3-MCPD ester  
EFSA launched a 3-MCPD ester knowledge information base on the Authority´s 
webpage8. The objective of this database is to offer a platform for sharing 
information on research activities related to MCPD esters and also glycidol esters 
which are currently either ongoing or planned in the various Member States. 
Information on ten different areas e.g. analytical methods, toxicokinetics, toxicity, 
can be submitted to EFSA (contam@efsa.europa.eu) and EFSA will regularly 
update the database.   ILSI has also established a working group on 3-MCPD esters 
and this WG will have its first meeting at the beginning of December 2009. 

                                                 
7 Available at URL: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/cs/BlobServer/External_Rep/024e,0.pdf?ssbinary=true;  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/cs/BlobServer/External_Rep/023e,0.pdf?ssbinary=true 
8 Available at URL: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/contamtopics/topic/monochloropropane.htm  
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• EFSA crisis exercise  
EFSA will hold its second crisis simulation exercise this year on 30 November 
2009. The aim of the exercise is to practice communication between EFSA, the 
European Commission and Member States. EFSA will have to communicate its risk 
assessment to five Member States who will challenge this output. The CONTAM 
unit will be involved in this exercise. During this exercise EFSA will also test its 
technical capacity for communication through video-/telephone-conferences, email 
and phone. 
 

• Information exchange platform  
EFSA´s SCO unit produces monthly reports containing English abstracts on 
scientific information/national risk assessments in the various areas of the 
Authority’s mission e.g. contaminants. The national focal points in the Member 
States are responsible for uploading the detailed national reports (not all are 
available in English) and English abstracts on the information exchange platform 
(IEP).  The CONTAM experts have now received access to IEP and details can be 
viewed. The CONTAM experts were informed that the reports should not be 
distributed to third parties unless the report is already in the public domain (e.g. 
national authority´s webpage). 

• Lectures 
From January 2010 onwards, EFSA will initiate guest lectures for all EFSA staff. It 
is intended to ask panel members who are in Parma for meetings, to give guest 
lectures. CONTAM experts are invited to contribute to these and should any 
experts which to serve as speakers, they should contact the HoU. 
  

• Staff 

Anna Odone, a medical doctor from the University of Parma with a strong interest 
in food safety, will start a traineeship in the CONTAM unit from 1st of December 
for a period of five months. Anna will work with a scientific officer on brominated 
flame retardants. The replacement of the vacant AD7 (chemist/toxicologist) 
position is ongoing 
 
 

10. GENERAL INFORMATION FROM THE COMMISSION SERVICES ON MATTERS 

RELATING TO CONTAM  

The members of the CONTAM Panel were informed by the European Commission’s 
Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health (SCFCAH) expressed a 
favourable technical vote regarding the replacement of the mouse bioassay for the 
detection of marine biotoxins at their meeting on 17 November 20099.  This opened 
for the notification of the draft legislation through SPS notification system. This 

                                                 
9 Minutes available at URL: 
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/biosafety/sum_17112009_en.pdf 
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favourable vote will probably opens for a revised legislation on  the use of analytical 
methods for the determination of marine biotoxins. These measures were proposed 
by the EC based on the outcome of several CONTAM opinions on marine biotoxins.  
The Commission and Member States continued their discussions on cadmium and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and possible changes to the current 
maximum levels. A draft proposal regarding a recommendation on ethyl carbamate 
will be prepared for endorsement at the next meeting of the SCFCAH section 
Toxicological Safety of the Food Chain on 8 December 2009. 

The Panel was informed that SCFCAH voted in favour of the alignment of EU 
legislation to the Codex decision regarding aflatoxins on 15 October 2009.   

Furthermore a favourable opinion has been expressed by the SCFCAH on alleviating 
the safeguard measures regarding melamine in products from China and mineral oil 
in sunflower oil from Ukraine.  

The amendments to the Annex of Directive 2002/32/EC on undesirable substances in 
feed as regards mercury, free gossypol, nitrites, Madhuca, arsenic, and theobromine, 
proposed by the Commission following EFSA opinions,  have received favourable 
opinions from the Member States and will enter into force in February 2010.  
 
 

11. WORKING PROGRAMME  

11.1.  OFFICIAL REQUEST TO EFSA FOR CONTAM PANEL 

EFSA did not receive any mandates which were allocated to the CONTAM Panel.  
 
 

11.2. UPDATE FROM THE WG MARINE BIOTOXINS  

The chair of the working group (WG) informed the members of the CONTAM Panel 
that the WG is working to complete the remaining emerging marine biotoxins 
currently not regulated within the European Union. The WG envisages that its work 
will be completed by July 2010. The WG will also look into the new consumption 
figures received by France, Belgium and Spain as well as data which were provided 
by Member States within the framework of populating the comprehensive European 
food consumption database. Once all these data are available they will be re-visited 
by the WG, with respect to the figure of 400g, currently used as a large portion in the 
opinions on marine biotoxins.  
 
 

11.3. UPDATE FROM THE WG BROMINATED FLAME RETARDANTS  

The chair of the WG on brominated flame retardants (BFR) informed the members of 
the CONTAM Panel that a first WG meeting was held in September in Brussels. The 
terms of reference and the current proposed deadline were discussed. The WG 
preferred to have individual requests for the different classes of BFR with respective 
deadlines because the group of BFRs is rather large and heterogeneous. The 
CONTAM Panel agreed with this proposal and EFSA will approach the EC. In 
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addition, the WG members drafted a table of contents and distributed tasks. It was 
noted that so far only about 5,000 occurrence data were submitted by the 
Commission to EFSA. The WG felt that EFSA should launch a new call for data to 
receive additional occurrence data on BFR. A proposal for such a call is in 
preparation.  
 
 

11.4. UPDATE FROM THE WG MELAMINE  

The chair of the WG on melamine informed the members of the CONTAM Panel 
about the ongoing progress of the draft opinion. Parts of the opinion will be adopted 
by the CEF Panel, as melamine is in use as a food contact material. The opinion 
contains occurrence data from different sources (including targeted monitoring data 
from Member States) and industry was very co-operative in submitting additional 
data to EFSA. Currently, the WG is reflecting on the best approach to be taken for 
setting a health based guidance value, particularly taking into account the interaction 
between melamine and its analogue cyanuric acid. EFSA was asked to provide 
guidance regarding the procedure for adoption of the opinion by two panels. The 
intention is to provide the opinion on melamine in food for possible adoption to the 
36th CONTAM plenary meeting (18-20 January 2010).  
 
 

11.5 UPDATE FROM THE WG AMBROSIA 

The scientific officer of the WG on ambrosia informed the members of the 
CONTAM Panel on the progress of the draft opinion on ambrosia in feed. The WG 
prepared a draft of the opinion and might be able to present the opinion for possible 
adoption in January 2010.   
 
 

11.6. UPDATE FROM OTHER EFSA WGS WITH THE PARTICIPATON OF CONTAM 

EXPERTS   

The SC WG on Threshold of Toxicological Concern (TTC) is progressing and it is 
currently proposing that the database be revised in order to make it more robust.   

The work of the SC WG on risk-benefit is progressing and some members of the WG 
attended two DG Research funded workshops with similar mandates (QALIBRA and 
BRAFO). The current draft opinion from the WG seems to be in line with the 
approach for the human health risk benefit assessment of these two projects. The 
draft opinion will be presented for endorsement for public consultation to the SC 
plenary meeting in February 2010. The DATEX WG on “Management of left-
censored data in dietary exposure assessment of chemical substances” will shortly 
finish its draft including a simulation study with the purpose of comparing the 
performance of several methods to statistically analyze left-censored datasets as well 
as an evaluation of real data sets.  
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12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The HoU presented a brief overview of the achievements of the current CONTAM 
Panel and its predecessor regarding the number of scientific outputs published (12 
scientific opinions and 2 panel statements). It was also noted that one EFSA 
statement was delivered in 2009. Overall, 15 outputs were delivered. These are two 
outputs less then estimated for 2009. However this was due to the fact that over and 
above the estimated outputs at the drafting stage, additional requests related to marine 
biotoxins were submitted by the EC which had to be addressed in 2009 and deferred 
other assessments into 2010. Experts were also informed on the number of working 
group and plenary meetings that were held and the amount of money spent for these 
meetings and Art. 36 projects. On behalf of EFSA, the HoU thanked the members of 
the CONTAM Panel for their hard work in 2009, expressed seasonal greetings and 
wished everyone a prosperous New Year. The chair of the CONTAM Panel also 
thanked the members of the Panel for their valuable contributions during 2009 and is 
looking forward to meeting the challenges to the Panel with them in 2010.  


