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 European Food Safety Authority 

Parma, 12 October 2006 
EFSA/CONTAM/493 

 
MINUTES OF THE 18TH PLENARY MEETING OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON 

CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD CHAIN (CONTAM) HELD ON 12 TO 14 
SEPTEMBER 2006 IN PARMA 

 
Adopted by written procedure on 5 October 2006 

 
 
PARTICIPANTS 

Panel Members:  
Jan Alexander1, Guðjón Atli Auðunsson, Diane Benford, Reinhold Carle, Andrew 
Cockburn, Jean-Pierre Cravedi, Eugenia Dogliotti, Alessandro di Domenico, Maria Luisa 
Fernández-Cruz, Johanna Fink-Gremmels (vice-chair), Peter Fürst, Corrado Galli, 
Philippe Greandjean, Jadwiga Gzyl, Gerhard Heinemeyer, Niklas Johansson, Antonio 
Mutti, Josef Schlatter (chair)1, Rolaf van Leeuwen (vice-chair), Carlos van Peterghem2, 
Philippe Verger2 

  
Ad hoc experts: 
Leon Brimer3, John Christian Larsen3 
 
EFSA 
Ulla Bertelsen (Assistant Scientific Co-ordinator CONTAM Panel), Helen Fenech 
(Administrative Assistant CONTAM Panel); Torben Hallas-Moller (Scientific Co-
ordinator AFC Panel)3, Claudia Heppner (Scientific Co-ordinator CONTAM Panel), Pia 
Fallström-Mujkic (Administrative Assistant CONTAM Panel)  
 
European Commission 
Almut Bitterhof4 (DG Health and Consumer Protection), Frans Verstraete (DG Health 
and Consumer Protection), Michael Walsh (DG Health and Consumer Protection)  
 
 
 
1.  WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

The chair welcomed the participants to the meeting. No apologies for absence were 
received.  
 

                                                 
1 Only present on 12 to 13 September  2006 
2 Only present on 13 to 14 September 2006 
3 Only present on 13 September 2006 
4 Only present by phone for agenda item 7 and 8.1 on 12 and 13 September 2006 
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2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  

The agenda was adopted without any modification. 
 
 

3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  

No members of the CONTAM Panel or the ad hoc experts declared any interests 
related to the items on the agenda of the 18th CONTAM plenary meeting. 
 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING SINCE THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

No matters have arisen since the previous meeting.  
 
 

5. MINUTES FROM THE 19TH SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE (SC)  

The minutes of the last plenary meeting of the SC from 31 May – 1 June 2006 are 
published on the EFSA web page5.  
 
 

6. GENERAL INFORMATION FROM EFSA  

 The Scientific Co-ordinator informed the members of the CONTAM Panel on 
following items: 
 
• Management Board (MB)  

A MB meeting took place on 12 September 2006 in Parma. Patrick Wall (Ireland) 
was elected as the new chair of the MB, the vice-chairs are Diane Banati (Hungary) 
and Deirdre Hutten (United Kingdom).  At this meeting seven new members of the 
MB were introduced as the term of office of the previous members had expired on 
30 June 2006. The remaining other seven members are appointed until 30 June 
2008.  
 
 
• Advisory forum (AF)  

The next AF meeting will take place in Bern, Switzerland, on 28 to 29 September 
2006. One of the main items on the agenda will be scientific co-operation and 
networking with Member States.   
 

                                                 
5 Available at URL: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/sc_commitee/sc_meetings/1509.Par.0002.File.dat/sc_
minutes_19th_plenmeet_en.pdf 
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• Upcoming EFSA conferences/colloquiums 

This year’s conference of the academy of European law (ERA)6  will be hosted 
by EFSA on 12 to 13 October 2006 in Parma. The main objectives are to analyse 
and to discuss recent legislative and jurisprudence developments with regard to  
European food law, the European food-related “Hygiene Package”, the regulation 
on microbiological criteria for foodstuffs, the regulation on official food and feed 
controls, the feed hygiene regulation, as well as forthcoming legislation such as 
new rules on labelling and the proposal on fortified foods, the regulation on health 
and nutritional claims and EU Policy on GMO foods in international context. 
 
 
EFSA will organise a conference on “Health and nutrition claims”7 on 8 to 10 
November 2006 in Bologna. This event is linked to the expected final adoption of 
the regulation on health and nutrition claims.  The main objectives of this 
conference are: (i) to provide stakeholders such as national food safety agencies, 
national experts, international organisations, consumer organisations, industry, 
NGO’s and other stakeholders with the opportunity to exchange views and explain 
different approaches on how to address nutritional profiles and nutrition and health 
claims (ii) to gain a shared understanding of EFSA’s scientific role in view of the 
new Regulation on nutrition and health claims. Emphasis will be on the scientific 
basis and the advantages and limitations of different systems for nutritional 
profiling as well as on the scientific substantiation of claims and (iii) for EFSA to 
seek broad consultation from all interested parties, in order to gather the substantial 
scientific expertise already available in the area and identify possible issues that 
need to be solved.  
 
 
EFSA´s next Scientific colloquium on “Cumulative risk assessment of 
pesticides to human health: the way forward”8 will be held on 28 to 29 
November 2006, in Parma. This is linked to the regulation (EC) No. 396/2005 on 
maximum residue levels of pesticides in or on food and feed of plant and animal 
origin. It emphasises the importance of carrying out further work to develop a 
methodology to take into account cumulative and synergistic effects of pesticides to 
human health. The main objectives of this colloquium are (i) to have an open 
scientific debate on the advantages and disadvantages of the scientific approaches 
and methods available and data needed for conducting a cumulative risk assessment 
for pesticides with a common mode of action (dose-addition) (ii) to explore the 
scientific basis for combining some pesticides in a hazard assessment, which do not 
share a common mode of actions (response-addition, possible synergistic or 
antagonistic effects), (iii) to discuss the choice of data and methodology for 

                                                 
6 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/about_efsa/corporate_events/era_seminar.html 
7 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/science/conferences/nhc_conference.html 
8 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/science/colloquium_series/colloquium_7.html 
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combined exposure assessment, and (iv) to discuss possible joint efforts with EU 
Member States, EFSA, and possibly non-EU Member States and international 
organisations to further develop harmonised approaches to carry out combined risk 
assessments of pesticides.  
  
 
• Presentation of EFSA´s CONTAM opinion on non dioxin-like PCBs in feed and 

food at the “dioxin 2006” conference 

A member of the CONTAM Panel presented a paper summarising the EFSA 
CONTAM opinion on non dioxin-like PCBs (NDL-PCB) in feed and food at the 
“dioxin 2006” conference, which took place on 21 to 25 August 2006 in Oslo. 
During the discussions of the presentation it was recommended publishing the 
major chapters of the opinion in a scientific journal in order to facilitate the 
dissemination of the scientific outcome. The chair of the working group (WG) on 
NDL-PCBs mentioned that it is intended to publish the opinion in a scientific 
journal.  
 
 

7. GENERAL INFORMATION FROM THE COMMISSION SERVICES ON MATTERS 

RELATED TO CONTAM   

 The Service within the European Commission (EC) responsible for legislation on 
food safety informed the members of the CONTAM Panel on the following matters 
 
• Recent changes to EU legislation on contaminants in feed and food  

A Commission Recommendation on measures for increased monitoring and 
orientation values related to zearalenone, ochratoxin A, fumonisins, and 
deoxynivalenol in feed was recently published in the Official Journal of the 
European Union9.  Furthermore, it was pointed out that on 11 September 2006 the 
Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal health has voted unanimously 
in favour of a consolidated legislation related to contaminants in food. This piece of 
legislation will replace the Commission Regulation 466/2001 from 1 March 2007 
onwards.  
 
 
• Non-legislative activities  

A call for applications for a position on the EFSA management board was 
published by the Commission in the Official Journal of the European Union on 1 

                                                 
9 Commission Recommendation of 17 August 2006 on the presence of deoxynivalenol, zearalenone, 
ochratoxin A, T-2 and HT-2 and fumonisins in products intended for animal feeding (2006/576/EC), OJ L 
229 on 23 August 2006, p 7-9. 
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September 2006. Interested parties are invited to submit their application until 15 
October 200610.   
 
 
The European Commission will publish a report regarding fees for dossiers to be 
evaluated by EFSA in the near future.  
 
 
In a recent Expert meeting with Member States on Industrial and Environmental 
Contaminants concern was expressed on possible health risks from the widespread 
presence of certain esters of phthalic acid (phthalates) in food of plant and animal 
origin. The Scientific Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and 
Materials in Contact with Food (AFC) adopted on 23 June and 30 July 2005 five 
opinions on important phthalates used in food contact materials 
(butylbenzylphthalate (BBP)11, di-butylphthalate (DBP)12, bis(2-
ethylhexyl)phthalate (DEHP)13, di-isononylphthalate (DINP)14 and di-
isodecylphthalate (DIDP) 15 as well as a minute statement16 on the possibility of 

                                                 

10  OJ C210, 1 September 2006. The application form can be downloaded from the European Commission 
website at: http://ec.europa.eu/food/efsa/efsa_board_en.htm  
11 Opinion of the Scientific Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in 
Contact with Food (AFC) on a request from the Commission related to butylbenzylphthalate (BBP) for use 
in food contact materials. Question N° EFSA-Q-2003-190.Adopted on 23 June 2005. . Available at URL: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/afc/afc_opinions/1140.Par.0001.File.dat/afc_op_ej241
_bbp_en2.pdf  

 
12 Opinion of the Scientific Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in 
Contact with Food (AFC) on a request from the Commission related to di-butylphthalate (DBP) for use in 
food contact materials. Question N° EFSA-Q-2003-192. Adopted on 23 June 2005. . Available at URL: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/afc/afc_opinions/1141.Par.0001.File.dat/afc_op_ej242
_dbp_en2.pdf.  

 
13 Opinion of the Scientific Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in 
Contact with Food (AFC) on a request from the Commission related to bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate (DEHP) 
for use in food contact materials. Question N° EFSA-Q-2003-191.Adopted on 23 June 2005. . Available at 
URL: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/afc/afc_opinions/1142.Par.0001.File.dat/afc_op_ej243
_dehp_en2.pdf  

 
14 Opinion of the Scientific Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in 
Contact with Food (AFC) on a request from the Commission related to di-isononylphthalate (DINP) for use 
in food contact materials. Question N° EFSA-Q-2003-194. Adopted on 30 July 2005. Available at URL: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/afc/afc_opinions/1144.Par.0001.File.dat/afc_op_ej244
_dinp_en2.pdf  

 
15 Opinion of the Scientific Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in  
Contact with Food (AFC) on a request from the Commission related to di-isodecylphthalate (DIDP) for use 
in food contact materials, Question N° EFSA-Q-2003-195, Adopted on 30 July 2005. Available at URL: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/afc/afc_opinions/1143.Par.0001.File.dat/afc_op_ej245
_didp_en2.pdf  
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allocating a group-TDI for these above mentioned phthalates. As these opinions 
considered already the overall exposure to phthalates from food the CONTAM 
Panel considers the data reviewed and the exposure assessment, including the 
choice of the five major phthalates covered in the AFC opinion on phthalates as 
sufficiently recent and comprehensive to conclude on the current human health 
risks from the presence of phthalates in foodstuffs. The CONTAM Panel also 
pointed out that, as noted by the AFC Panel, other potentially significant sources of 
exposure exist, such as consumer products including cosmetics, medicines and 
medical equipment. The CONTAM Panel recommended that EFSA would 
reconsider phthalates once new data, especially on their occurrence in human tissue 
become available.   
 
 

8. WORKING PROGRAMME  

8.1  OFFICIAL REQUESTS TO EFSA 

The Panel was informed that EFSA has received three new requests which fall 
within the remit of the CONTAM Panel.   
 
• Nitrate  (EFSA-Q-2006-071) 

EFSA was asked to assess the risks to consumers from nitrate in vegetables. The 
members of the CONTAM Panel agreed to establish a WG on this matter, and 
Panel members were invited to inform the Secretariat in case they wish to 
participate in this new established WG. 
 
 
• Ethyl carbamate in foods and beverages (EFSA-Q-2006-076) 

EFSA was asked to assess the risks on human health related to the presence of ethyl 
carbamate in foods and beverages. The members of the CONTAM Panel proposed 
that the main focus of this opinion should be a European exposure assessment as 
the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) recently, at its 
64th meeting (February 2005), evaluated ethyl carbamate. It was proposed that the 
Secretariat of the CONTAM Panel should invite Member States as well as 
members of the advisory forum to submit data on ethyl carbamate and its 
precursors, cyanides, in foods and beverages, particular alcoholic beverages such as 
stone fruit bandies.  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                 
16 Statement of the Scientific Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in 
Contact with Food on a request from the Commission on the possibility of allocating a group-TDI for 
butylbenzylphthalate (BBP), di-butylphthalate (DBP), bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP), di- 

isononylphthalate (DINP) and di-isodecylphthalate (DIDP). Minutes’ statement expressed on 28 June 2005 
at its 12th Plenary meeting, corresponding to the item 10 of the agenda. Available at URL: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/afc/afc_documents/1147.Par.0001.File.dat/phthalategr
oup_minutes_statement1.pdf  
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• Iodine in seaweed (EFSA-Q-2006-111) 

EFSA was asked to provide a scientific opinion on the risks to human health related 
to the presence of significant levels of iodine in seaweed at a European level. The 
CONTAM Panel discussed this request and its conclusions are expressed in a 
statement of the CONTAM Panel related to iodine in seaweed, adopted on 5 
October 200617.  
 
 
• Aflatoxins in foods  

EFSA was informed that the official request asking to assess the potential increase 
in consumer health risk that would be associated with a possible increase in the 
maximum level of total aflatoxins in certain food commodities is on its way. As this 
is an urgent request a WG has already been set up and the first meetings have been 
held (see item 8.6).  
 
The CONTAM Panel agreed with the terms of reference for all requests, but 
indicated that all the proposed deadlines can not be achieved due to the heavy 
workload of the CONTAM Panel. However, the CONTAM Panel will try to meet 
the deadline of the urgent request on aflatoxins in foods. The Service within the 
European Commission responsible for legislation on food safety indicated that an 
extension of the deadline for the other requests would be possible.    
 
Furthermore, the members of the CONTAM Panel were informed that EFSA 
received a request on the safety of aluminium from dietary intake. This request will 
be dealt within the Scientific Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing 
Aids and Materials in Contact with Food (AFC). One member of the CONTAM 
Panel kindly agreed to join the AFC WG which will deal with this request.  
 
 

8.2  UPDATE ON THE WG ON UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCES IN ANIMAL FEED – SECTION 

PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS 

The chair of the WG informed the Panel, that the WG finalised its work on 
hexachlorobenzene (see also item 10). The opinion on DDT as undesirable 
substance in animal feed is progressing very well. As soon as the opinion on DDT 
is finalized the WG will start drafting the remaining opinions on chlordane and 
heptachlor as undesirable substances in animal feed.  
 
 

                                                 
17 Available at URL:  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/science/contam/statement_of_the_contam/contam_statement_iodine.html  
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8.3  UPDATE ON THE WG ON UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCES IN ANIMAL FEED – SECTION 

NATURAL PLANT PRODUCTS 

The chair of the WG informed the Panel, that the WG would like to seek feedback 
from the CONTAM Panel on the opinions on hydrocyanic acid (see item 11) as 
well as pyrrolizidine alkaloids (see item 12). The work is progressing well for the 
opinions on ricin, tropane alkaloids and glucosinolates as undesirable substances in 
animal feed.  
 
 

8.4  UPDATE ON THE WG ON COCCIDIOSTATS  

The chair of the WG informed the Panel, that the opinions on the eleven 
coccidiostats are quite advanced. It is foreseen that all eleven opinions will be 
presented in one Panel meeting. The members of the CONTAM Panel were 
informed that representatives from industry were invited to a WG meeting to 
discuss questions related to the data provided by industry. The chair of the WG 
mentioned the good collaboration of the industry on this matter.   
 
   

8.5  UPDATE ON THE WG ON PERFLUOROOCTANE SULFONATE (PFOS)  

The chair of the CONTAM Panel informed the members of the CONTAM Panel on 
recent findings of perfluorinated substances in German rivers as well as new data 
on the occurrence of PFOS and PFOA in breast milk.  The chair of the WG 
mentioned that at the “dioxin 2006” conference approximately 40 papers related to 
PFOS and PFOA were presented, however only a few of those addressed the 
presence of these compounds in foods. In October the WG will have most likely its 
last WG meeting to finalise the draft opinion. It can be expected that the Panel will 
receive the draft opinion for discussion and possible adoption at the next plenary 
meeting (21-23 November 2006).     
 
 

8.6  UPDATE FROM THE WG ON AFLATOXINS IN FOOD   

 The chair of WG informed the members of the CONTAM Panel, that two WG 
meetings were already held. At its first WG meeting the structure of the opinion 
and the work programme was discussed. The WG felt that a separate meeting of the 
exposure group is necessary. A subgroup on exposure met and discussed a structure 
for the compilation of data, as nineteen Member States submitted data on the 
occurrence of aflatoxins in certain food commodities and nine Members States data 
related to the consumption of certain food categories. Occurrence data on aflatoxins 
from southern countries such as Spain and Italy were not submitted. The Panel 
members pointed out that such data would be highly appreciated due to the 
different climatic conditions in these countries compared to northern countries.  The 
CONTAM Panel recommended considering also in the opinion co-exposure of 
cyclopiazonic acid with aflatoxin B1. The WG will have its next meeting in 
October 2006. 
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8.7  UPDATE FROM THE WG ON MARINE BIOTOXINS   

 The chair of WG informed the members of the CONTAM Panel that this new 
established WG just had its first meeting where the members discussed how to 
tackle the work and agreed on a draft structure of the opinion. Most likely several 
opinions, based on the chemical classification of the toxins and not on their clinical 
effects, will be issued.  The WG will have its next meeting in December 2006.  

 
 
9.  DATES FOR CONTAM PLENARY MEETINGS IN 2007 

 The members of the CONTAM Panel agreed on following meeting dates for 2007: 
23 to 25 January 2007, 24 to 26 April 2007, 11 to 13 June 2007, 18 to 20 
September 2007, and 26 to 28 November 2007. These meetings will take place in 
Parma and they will commence at 14.00 hrs and will be closed after lunch on the 
last day of the meeting. 

 
 
10.  HEXACHLOROBENZENE (HCB) AS UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCE IN ANIMAL FEED. 

DRAFT OPINION.  

 The chair of the WG introduced the draft opinion on HCB as undesirable substance 
in animal feed, and in particular highlighted the parts which have been revised 
according to the proposals made by the members of the CONTAM Panel at its 17th 
plenary meeting. The Panel adopted the opinion subject to incorporation of changes 
as suggested during the discussions. The chair of the Panel expressed his 
appreciation for this opinion to the WG and thanked the members of the WG for 
their work. 

 
 
11.  HYDROCYANIC ACID (HCN) AS UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCE IN ANIMAL FEED. 

DRAFT OPINION.  

 The chair of the WG introduced the draft opinion on HCN as undesirable substance 
in animal feed.  During the discussion the Panel members proposed to expand the 
chapter on toxicity in order to adopt the opinion in the near future. The chair of the 
Panel expressed his appreciation for the work carried out so far by the WG. 

 
 
12.  PYRROLIZIDINE ALKALOIDS (PAS) AS UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCE IN ANIMAL FEED. 

DRAFT OPINION.  

 The chair of the WG introduced the draft opinion on PAs as undesirable substance 
in animal feed.  The members of the Panel acknowledged that the term PAs 
comprises a group of over 350 individual compounds which is challenging for the 
risk assessment. During the discussion the Panel members proposed to expand the 
chapter on toxicity and in particular to provide further details regarding the 
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derivation of a no observed effect level in order to adopt the opinion in the near 
future. The vice-chair of the Panel expressed his appreciation for the work carried 
out so far by the WG. 

 
 
13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

There were no items raised.  


