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MINUTES OF THE 15th PLENARY MEETING 
OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON 

FOOD ADDITIVES AND NUTRIENT SOURCES  
ADDED TO FOOD (ANS) 

Held in Parma on 22-24 June 2010 
 
 
 
Panel Members: 

Fernando Aguilar (1st and 2nd day), Birgit Dusemund, Pierre Galtier, John Gilbert, David Gott (2nd and 3rd 
day), Rainer Gürtler, Jürgen König, Jean-Charles Leblanc (1st and 2nd day), Alicja Mortensen (1st and 2nd 
day), Dominique Parent-Massin, Iona Pratt (Vice-Chair), Ivonne Rietjens (Vice-Chair), Ivan Stankovic, 
Paul Tobback, Tatjana Verguieva, Ruud Woutersen. 

 

Apologies 

Apologies for absence were noted from Sandro Grilli, Claude Lambré and John Christian Larsen (Chair). 

 

EFSA 

Ana Maria Rincon, Kim Petersen, Stavroula Tasiopoulou, Majlinda Lahaniatis and George Kass (scientific 
staff) – Anna Campanini, Maria Correia (administrative staff). 

 

European Commission 

Josiane Houins-Roulet and Stephane Brion.  

 
 

1. WELCOME; APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

In the absence of John Christian Larsen, Iona Pratt (Vice-Chair) chaired the meeting. The chair 
welcomed the participants. Apologies for absence were noted. 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

The participants were asked to confirm the minutes of the 14th Plenary meeting of the ANS Panel. The 
Secretariat has received comments that were inserted in the minutes.  

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Declarations of Interests, EFSA screened the Annual 
Declarations of interest (ADoI) and Specific Declarations of interest (SDoI) filled in by the experts 
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invited for the present meeting. No conflicts of interests related to the issues discussed in this meeting 
have been identified during the screening process or at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 14TH
 ANS PLENARY MEETING ON 13-15 APRIL 2010 

The Secretariat has received comments that were inserted in the minutes. The draft minutes were 
discussed and some changes were suggested. The adopted minutes can be seen on: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/ans100413-m.pdf 

5. GENERAL INFORMATION FROM EFSA, THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE CHAIR 

5.1. Chair 

No information was reported by the Chair. 

5.2. EFSA 

A few matters regarding the work of EFSA were briefly discussed. 

M. Lahaniatis informed the Panel members regarding the public call for data recently published on 
EFSA’s website (“Call for scientific data on miscellaneous food additives permitted in the EU and 
belonging to several functional classes”). 

In addition, it was mentioned that on 10 June 2010 EFSA published a call for expressions of interest 
for membership of the Scientific Panels of EFSA. The Authority has set up a selection procedure that 
aims to draw up a reserve list of scientific experts to be considered for the membership of two 
scientific Panels: the “Panel on food additives and nutrient sources added to food” (ANS) and the 
“Panel on food contact materials, enzymes, flavourings and processing aids” (CEF). The deadline for 
application is 15 September 2010.  

5.3. Commission 

The participants were informed on the status of the authorisation procedure of some food additives 
evaluated by the ANS Panel. In addition, the participants were provided with a summary of the 
ongoing work on a new food categorisation system, as well as the forthcoming implementing 
measures in accordance with Article 9 of the Regulation (EC) No 1331/2008 of 16 December 20081. 

6. INFORMATION SESSION ON DATA COLLECTION AND SUPPORT - FOOD CONSUMPTION 

DATABASE 

Stefan Fabiansson, Head of Unit on “Data Collection and Exposure” (DATEX) gave a presentation 
focused on the collection, collation and analysis of data on food consumption and chemical 
occurrence in food and feed for exposure assessments at European level.  

                                                 
1 Regulation (EC) No 1331/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 establishing a common 

authorisation procedure for food additives, food enzymes and food flavourings. OJ L 354/1, 31.12.2008 
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Some issues related to the support from this Unit in the activities of the ANS Panel and its Working 
Groups (e.g. on-going re-evaluation of food additives) were discussed.  

7. REPORT FROM THE WORKING GROUPS 

The Chairs of the Working Group A and Working Group B reported on the outcome of the latest 
meetings in the working groups since the last Plenary, held in April 2010.  

The Chair of the Working Group on ‘Guidance on food additives’ summarised the results of the 
discussions during the kick-off meeting of this WG in April 2010 in Amsterdam, and reported on the 
work in progress and preparations for the next meeting, which will take place on 30 June 2010.  

The appointed Chair of the WG on Exposure Assessment informed the Panel that the first meeting of 
the Working Group will take place in July.   

The appointed Chair of the newly established Working Group on Chemistry and Specifications 
requested further clarifications from EFSA on the specific role of the working group.  

The appointed Chair of the newly established Working Group on Toxicology also requested further 
clarifications from EFSA on the specific role of the working group. The WG was established but will 
start working formally when need arises.  

8. FOOD ADDITIVES 

8.1. Amaranth (E 123) 

(Question N°EFSA-Q-2008-227) 

The draft opinion was discussed. The proposed changes to the text were noted and the opinion was 
adopted. 

Amaranth (E123) is a mono-azo dye authorised as a food additive in the EU and previously 
evaluated by the SCF and JECFA. The SCF allocated a temporary ADI of 0-0.75 mg/kg bw/day in 
1976. In contrast, JECFA allocated an ADI of 0-0.5 mg/kg bw/day in 1984. 

The Panel established an ADI of 0.15 mg/kg bw/day in evaluating the overall toxicological database 
on Amaranth. 

The Panel also concluded that at the maximum permitted level of use and/or reported use levels of 
Amaranth (Tier 2), estimates of anticipated exposure for 1- to 14-year old children are around 30 
times lower than the ADI of 0.15 mg/kg bw/day at the high percentiles (95th/97.5th). However, for 
adults the anticipated exposure to Amaranth at the high percentiles (97.5th) can be up to 6 times 
higher than the ADI. 

The Panel also noted that main contributors to the total anticipated exposure for adults were aperitif 
wine drinks and Americano. The Panel notes that anticipated exposure to these food uses has been 
estimated on the basis of the maximum permitted level of use for Americano, since no usage value 
was provided by industry for this beverage, and with the maximum reported levels of use for aperitif 
wine drinks, which were reported by industry to be at the same level as the maximum permitted 
level. 
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The Panel further noted that the specifications for Amaranth need to be updated with respect to the 
percentage of material not accounted for that may represent sodium chloride or sodium sulphate as 
the principal uncoloured components.  

The Panel noted that the JECFA specification for lead is < 2 mg/kg whereas the EC specification is < 
10 mg/kg. 

8.2. Allyl isothiocyanate 

(Question N°EFSA-Q-2009-00377) 

The draft document was discussed. Further clarifications and improvements were suggested. Subject 
to these revisions a new draft document will be scheduled for discussion in a forthcoming Plenary 
meeting.   

8.3. Erythritol 

(EFSA-Q-2009-00819) 

The draft statement was discussed. The proposed changes to the text were noted and the statement 
was adopted. 

The Panel concluded based on the available data that there is a safety concern with respect to the GI 
(gastrointestinal) tolerability, for the use of erythritol in beverages at a maximum use level of 2.5% 
for non-sweetening purposes. 

8.4. Glycerol Esters of Gum Rosin 

(EFSA-Q-2009-00450) 

The draft opinion was discussed. The proposed changes to the text were noted and the opinion was 
adopted. 

The opinion deals with the safety of glycerol esters of gum rosin (GEGR) when used as a food 
additive with the function of a stabiliser and emulsifier in certain types of drinks. GEGR are described 
by the petitioner as a complex mixture of tri- and diglycerol esters of resin acids from gum rosin, with 
a residual fraction of monoglycerol esters. 

The Panel concluded that the chemical and toxicological characterisation of GEGR is not adequate 
and that the absence of toxicological study reports on GEGR prevents the evaluation of the safety of 
GEGR. The Panel also concluded that there is not sufficient information to evaluate the chemical 
equivalence of GEGR and GEWR (glycerol esters of wood rosin) and that therefore the toxicological 
data obtained with GEWR could not be used for read across to GEGR. 

The Panel concluded that the available data are too limited to conclude on the safety of GEGR as a 
food additive at the proposed uses and use levels. 
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8.5. Neutral methacrylate copolymer 

(EFSA-Q-2009-00711) 

The draft opinion was discussed. The proposed changes to the text were noted and the opinion was 
adopted. 

The opinion deals with the safety of neutral methacrylate copolymer used as glazing agent/coating 
agent in solid food supplements and solid foods for special medical purposes (FSMPs) for sustained 
release of nutrients in solid food supplements and solid foods for special medical purposes (FSMPs). 
The Panel noted that the petitioner did not provide use levels for neutral methacrylate copolymer for 
uses in solid foods for special medical purposes (FSMPs).  

The Panel noted that the petitioner did not provide data on reproductive toxicity, chronic toxicity and 
carcinogenicity. In the absence of these data, chronic effects in the gastrointestinal tract following oral 
administration cannot be excluded. Therefore, the Panel considered that an ADI should not be 
established, and a margin of safety (MOS) approach was considered to be appropriate. The Panel 
considered the calculated margins of safety sufficient.  

The Panel concluded that the use of neutral methacrylate copolymer in solid food supplements as 
glazing agent/coating agent for sustained release is not of safety concern at the proposed uses and use 
levels. 

The Panel could not assess the safety of neutral methacrylate copolymer for uses in solid foods for 
special medical purposes. 

8.6. Anionic methacrylate copolymer 

(EFSA-Q-2009-00815) 

The draft opinion was discussed. The proposed changes to the text were noted and the opinion was 
adopted. 

The opinion deals with the safety of anionic methacrylate copolymer for use as an enteric coating in 
the production of formulations of solid food supplements and in solid foods for special medical 
purposes (FSMPs). The Panel noted that the petitioner did not provide use levels for anionic 
methacrylate copolymer for uses in FSMPs.  

The Panel noted that the petitioner did not provide data on reproductive toxicity, chronic toxicity and 
carcinogenicity. In the absence of these data, chronic effects in the gastrointestinal tract following oral 
administration cannot be excluded. Therefore, the Panel considers that an ADI should not be 
established, and a margin of safety (MOS) approach was considered to be appropriate. The Panel 
considers the calculated margins of safety sufficient. 

The Panel concluded that the use of anionic methacrylate copolymer in solid food supplements as a 
glazing/coating agent is not of safety concern at the proposed uses and use levels. 

The Panel could not assess the safety of anionic methacrylate copolymer for uses in solid foods for 
special medical purposes. 
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8.7. Green S 

(Question N°EFSA-Q-2008-236) 

The Rapporteur introduced the draft document. Proposed revisions based on the comments provided 
by the Panel members were noted. Subject to these revisions a new draft document will be scheduled 
for discussion in a forthcoming Plenary meeting. 

8.8. Erythrosine (E 127) 

(Question N°EFSA-Q-2008-229) 

Due to lack of time this item was not discussed. 

8.9. Curcumin 

(Question N°EFSA-Q-2008-220) 

Due to lack of time this item was not discussed. 

9. NUTRIENT SOURCES 

9.1. Monomethylsilanetriol 

(Question N° EFSA-Q-2010-00098) 

The draft opinion was discussed. The proposed changes to the text were noted and the opinion was 
adopted. 

Following a request from the European Commission to the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), 
the Panel on Food Additives and Nutrient Sources added to Food (ANS) has been asked to evaluate 
the extent to which newly submitted information addresses the uncertainties expressed in the opinion 
on Monomethylsilanetriol added for nutritional purposes to food supplements expressed in 2009 by 
the ANS Panel2 and would justify the re-evaluation of monomethylsilanetriol. 

The Panel noted that the newly submitted information relates to the bioavailability and the toxicity of 
a substance (monomethylsilanetriol sodium salicylate, MSS) that differs from the substances 
evaluated by the ANS Panel in 2009. 

Given that the presence of salicylic acid in MSS may influence the bioavailability of silicon from 
MSS and the toxicity of MSS, the Panel noted that the newly submitted data are insufficient to fill the 
data gaps on the bioavailability of silicon from monomethylsilanetriol and the toxicity of 
monomethylsilanetriol, which were highlighted in the opinion expressed by the ANS Panel in 2009. 

The Panel concluded that the newly submitted information does not adequately address the 
uncertainties expressed in the opinion of the ANS Panel and would not justify the re-evaluation of 
monomethylsilanetriol added for nutritional purposes to food supplements. 

                                                 
2 EFSA, 2009. Monomethylsilanetriol added for nutritional purposes to food supplements. Scientific Opinion of the 
Panel on Food Additives and Nutrient Sources added to Food. The EFSA Journal 950, 1-12. 
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10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The Panel decided that the Plenary meeting planned for December 2011 should be held from 6-8 
December 2011. The meeting dates for the Plenary in 2011 will then be: 

1 - 3 February 2011 

12 - 14 April 2011 

24 - 26 May 2011 

5 - 7 July 2011 

20 - 22 September 2011 

25 - 27 October 2011 

6 – 8 December 2011 

 

NEXT MEETINGS 

The next ANS Panel Plenary meetings will take place on the following dates: 

6 - 8 July 2010 

5 - 7 October 2010 

7 - 9 December 2010 

 


