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PARTICIPANTS 

B. Algers, Harry Blokhuis (17, 18 June); Donald Broom, M. Domingo, Joerg Hartung, Frank 
Koenen, David Morton (17, 18 June), Christine Müller-Graf, Dirk Pfeiffer, (18-19 June), 
Matthias Greiner, Martin Wierup(17, 18 June) Mike Sharp, Mo Salman (17 June), Moez Sanaa, 
Albert Osterhaus (18 June), Ronald Roberts, and Philippe Vannier.  

EUROPEAN COMMISSION: A. Laddomada, F. Reviriego (17 June), S. Osaer, and M. Ferrara (18, 
19 June) (DG SANCO).  
EFSA: R. Maijala (Risk assessment Director); E. Franchi, S. Mori, K. Plattner, V. Abratzky 
(administrative staff AHAW Unit), A. Afonso, F. De Massis, T. Grudnik, P. Have, S. Correia 
Rodeia, M. Georgiev, O. Ribó and J. Serratosa (Scientific Coordination AHAW Unit). 

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
The Chairman welcomed the participants and no member declared any conflict of interest on the 
items on the agenda. Apologies were received from the panel members P. Costa, M. Wooldridge, 
D. Guemene, and observers from OIE and FAO. 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  
The agenda was adopted.  

3. PREVIOUS MINUTES ADOPTED BY WRITTEN PROCEDURE  
The minutes of the previous 34th plenary meeting held in Parma on the 6-7 May 2008 were 
unanimously adopted by written procedure by Panel members on 30 May 2008 and published on 
the web (http://www.efsa.europa.eu).  

4. COMMISSION SERVICES (CS) NEW MANDATES 
4.1. Feedback from Commission representative on animal diseases 

The Commission representative Alberto Laddomada (Head of Unit for animal Health) provided 
feedback on all adopted opinions on animal diseases since 2005. In addition, there was an 
exchange of views on a number of issues, including a provision on future mandates for the Panel 
in line with the Animal Health Strategy.  
 

4.2. New mandates   
On the 19 June the Commission official presented the request for a scientific opinion concerning 
the specie-specific welfare aspects of the main systems of stunning and killing of farmed fish. 
The background and the terms of reference of the mandate were explained. The question was 
accepted but deadlines and the way to deliver this mandate will be discussed and a letter sent to 
the Commission as soon as possible.  
 

5. OPINIONS AND REPORTS SUBMITTED FOR POSSIBLE ADOPTION/ 
ACCEPTANCE 

5.1. Scientific Report and Opinion on Bluetongue: 
After a first preparatory meeting with the Commission’s officers, seven meetings have been 
organized between January and June 2008, including a transversal meeting on 20-21 May. The 
scientific Opinion was sent to the panel on 9 June 2008; comments received were introduced and 
presented to the Panel for possible adoption. On the 17 June the opinion was revised and 
comments and editorial changes were introduced.  
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The scientific  opinion was discussed and, in regard to the fifth ToR of the mandate (the request 
for an assessment of the risk of transit as defined in Reg. 1266/2007), the Commission’s Officers 
expressed their concerns that the reply had not completely addressed this ToR as envisaged by the 
Commission. A revision of this chapter by the WG and the Panel was proposed. On 19 June the 
Panel checked the changes and decided to adopt the opinion concerning the first four ToRs with 
the exception of the fifth. The first opinion will be published on the web by the end of June, while 
a new opinion on the “Risk of Transit” will be published separately as soon as adopted. The 
chairman will circulate a draft opinion concerning the “risk of transit” for possible written 
procedure by the last week of June with a deadline for comments or adoption by the third week of 
July. In case of non-adoption by written procedure, the opinion concerning “transit” should be 
submitted for possible adoption in September plenary meeting.  

5.2. Fish Welfare - Atlantic Salmon report 
A meeting was organized on 16 May to discuss and review comments received on the draft 
conclusions and recommendations. Actions were discussed and distributed regarding review of 
some of the issues. The Salmon Report, Draft 12, Rev 3, was sent with all tracked changes to the 
panel members on 6/6/08. The new revision addresses comments previously received and 
presents all data available for the various life stages considered in the risk assessment for each 
hazard. Deadline for comments by panel members was June 13.  All comments received by EFSA 
secretariat were included into the draft prepared for discussion at the plenary. An explanatory 
letter regarding the Risk assessment was sent to the AHAW panel on behalf of the risk assessor 
for this opinion on the 9 June as a clarification after last plenary discussion. A summary of the 
main issues was presented by the EFSA secretariat.  
 
The opinion was adopted with a minority opinion of Prof Don Broom. Prof. Broom stated that he 
had no objection to the scientific report and scientific opinion except that he considered that it 
was incomplete without a common chapter on general fish welfare concepts and that is therefore 
does not answer the mandate. The Panel disagreed with this view and furthermore did not accept 
the common chapter as only one out of the 5 working groups had agreed its contents. The 
minority opinion will be circulated to Panel members before publication and giving them the 
option to change their vote  
 

5.3. Fish Welfare-Trout:  
A meeting was held on 2-3/6/08 with the chairman to finalize the proposed conclusions and 
recommendations. A technical hearing was organized on the 10 June for revision of the report on 
production systems and husbandry. The Trout welfare report, Draft 9 Rev 3, with all tracked 
changes was sent out to the panel members on 6 June. Deadline for comments by panel and WG 
members was 13 June. All comments received by EFSA secretariat in June were included into the 
draft prepared for the plenary. The scientific report was accepted. The panel members discussed 
the draft opinion and it was agreed that the scientific opinion containing all conclusions and 
recommendations should be submitted to written procedure for possible adoption, giving 10 
working days for vote or presenting amendments.  
 

6. WRITTEN COMMENTS ON THE STATE OF PLAY OF THE SCIENTIFIC 
OPINIONS AND REPORTS  

6.1. Scientific Report: Fish welfare-Carp:  
The last WG Meeting was held on 11-12 March. The text of the Scientific Report was revised and 
agreed by the WG and Conclusions and Recommendations were drafted. The Scientific Report 
was sent to the Panel in May to be discussed during the 34th Plenary Meeting of the AHAW 
Panel for possible adoption (which was not discussed due to lack of time). The Scientific Opinion 
was sent to the Panel on June 12 to be discussed during the next Plenary Meeting for possible 
adoption. After the Plenary, the S. Opinion will be submitted for possible adoption following the 
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written procedure with a deadline end of July. Only the received comments will be discussed 
during the next Plenary Meeting (XXXVI) in September.   
 

6.2. Fish welfare-Sea bass and gilthead sea bream:  
The last WG Meeting was held on 29-30 May. The text of the S. Report was revised and agreed 
by the WG and Conclusions and Recommendations were drafted. The Scientific Report was sent 
to the Panel on June 12 to be discussed during the next Plenary Meeting for possible acceptance 
or comments. The Scientific Report already includes Draft Conclusions and Recommendations as 
an indication of what might be in the Scientific Opinions. Comments received from the Panel on 
the Scientific Report will be sent back to the WG for their consideration. After the Plenary, there 
is the intention to submit the S. Opinion for written procedure adoption and comments with a 
deadline end of July. Only the received comments will be discussed during the next Plenary 
Meeting in September.   
 

6.3. Fish welfare-European eel:  
The last WG Meeting was held in La Rochelle on 27-28 May. The text of the S. Report was 
revised and agreed by the WG and Conclusions and Recommendations were drafted. The 
Scientific Report was sent to the Panel on June 9 to be discussed during the next Plenary Meeting 
for possible acceptance or comments. The Scientific Report already includes Draft Conclusions 
and Recommendations as an indication of what might be in the Scientific Opinions. Comments 
received from the Panel on the Scientific Report will be sent back to the WG for amendment. 
After the Plenary, there is the intention to submit the S. Opinion for written procedure adoption 
and comments with a deadline end of  July . Only the received comments will be discussed during 
the next Plenary Meeting in September.   
 

6.4. Fish: susceptible species 
This mandate was accepted in April 2008. Two WG Meetings were held and a Transversal WG 
meeting was organised with the panel in May in conjunction with the 34th Plenary Meeting. The 
third meeting of the WG was held in Parma from June 2-4. Most of the assessment is now 
performed and was reviewed by the WG. There will be a fourth meeting of the WG in late July to 
discuss the more difficult cases and finalise the assessment, including points for discussion. After 
the Plenary, there is the intention to submit the Scientific Opinion for written procedure adoption 
and comments with a deadline of first week of August . There is the intention to complete the 
Report by the end of August in order to submit the SO for adoption at the September Plenary.  
 

6.5. Welfare of Dairy Cows  
In line with the decision taken at the last Plenary Meeting and at the last WG meeting (24-25 
April) the mandate has been split and 5 scientific opinions [1) Risk Assessment (RA) on walking 
problems, 2) RA on udder problems, 3) RA on reproductive and metabolic disorders, 4) RA on 
behavioural problems and 5) Overall Dairy Cow Welfare Assessment] will be delivered within 
March 2009. 
 
WG Members were separated according to their expertise in four different WGs, corresponding to 
the first 4 SO about the different RAs to be developed. The possibility of adding some additional 
experts is foreseen for covering all the precise scientific areas (e.g. impact of genetic selection on 
leg and locomotion disorders) and reinforcing the scientific validity of the SOs. EFSA will 
propose to the chairman and the WGs new experts and CVs, selected on the basis of a systematic 
bibliography review, with the aim of adding if needed one expert to each of the 4 WGs.  
Next WG meeting will be held next 18-20 June and the 4 WGs will start working separately. The 
first 1.5 days will be focused on the hazard characterization of 4 Risk Assessments, whereas the 
second 1.5 days will be dedicated to finalise and agree on the Scientific Report (SR) and start to 
draft Conclusions & Recommendations from the SR. These C&R from the SR, together with the 
C&R from the 4 RAs will comprise the 5th SO on the overall assessment on Dairy cows Welfare.  
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6.6. Classical Swine Fever 

On the 20 May a letter was sent by EFSA to the Commission to inform that the scientific opinion 
concerning the CSF mandate will be split in two according to the 2 ToR. The experts will be 
assigned to address each of these ToR. In order to keep a connection between the two parts, joint 
meetings will be organised between the 2 WG meetings. The deadline of both SO will be, as 
previously agreed, January 30 2009.  Meetings have been held on the 15/16 May and on the 10 
June. The next meeting will be on the 22/23 July.  

6.6.1. CSF control/eradication in wild boar -  
The 1st WG will reply to the 1st ToR - “Efficacy of the available surveillance, hunting and 
vaccination measures to control and eradicate CSF in feral pig populations, considering the 
possible use of new diagnostic tests and vaccines”. Data on CSF in wild boar and hunting 
practices as a control measure have been collected through an online questionnaire sent to the 
MS. Access to the CSF EU database has been provided to the WG.  

6.6.2. Safety of fresh meat from CSF vaccinated pigs -  
The 2nd WG will reply to the 2nd ToR - “Safety of fresh meat derived from vaccinated pigs for 
animal health, both from marker and conventional vaccines, taking into account the different 
control, eradication and surveillance measures required, including the use of new tools and 
techniques, such as the RT-PCR”. Data on CSF vaccines have been collected through an online 
questionnaire sent to the MS and to IFAH. A RA is going to be developed in order to reply to this 
question and an extra meeting will be organised on the 1 July to decide on the main structure of 
the model that will support the reply. 
 

6.7. Microbiological RA in feeding-stuffs for food-producing animals (Salmonella) 
(BIOHAZ) 

The scientific opinion was presented and adopted to the BIOHAZ Panel on the 5 June. Some of 
the conclusions and recommendations concerning the animal health aspects and actions suggested 
by the WG to prevent the introduction of Salmonella through the feed were not included in the 
scientific opinion. The AHAW Panel discussed the way to proceed to complete the identified 
possible gaps on animal health. A document will be circulated to the AHAW Panel for discussion 
and possible acceptance during the next plenary meeting in September.  
 

6.8. Self-mandate Animal Welfare  
The EFSA self-mandate on the development of the RA Guidelines for AW will be partly carried 
out through grants under Article 36. The AW issues to be considered in the Guidelines have been 
divided in three main categories: stunning and killing, transport, housing and management. The 
first project related to the stunning & killing aspects is under development and the final report is 
expected end of 2008. In relation to the Call of Proposals for the development of the transport 
part of the guidelines (deadline June 6) two proposals were received. The opening meeting was 
held on June 17 and the evaluation of the proposals will be on June 23. The Call for proposals for 
the development of the Housing and Management RA Guidelines is scheduled for January 2009.   
 

6.9. Discussion on the document on modelling 
The follow up of the draft document "White paper on use of models" and the need to launch a 
new mandate was postponed to the next plenary.   
 

6.10. MRSA (BIOHAZ) 
BIOHAZ Panel has organised the first WG meeting on the 5/6 June. Three AHAW Panel 
members will support the tasks of the WG in terms of animal health and welfare aspects.  
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7. MISCELLANEOUS 

7.1. Avian Influenza - follow up  
After the adoption of the opinion on 7 May 2008, some minor changes were introduced intended 
to make the text more clear and accurate. These changes were circulated to the AHAW panel and 
accepted by all the panel members. After inserting these changes, some additional editorial 
changes were proposed by the commission which were accepted and highlighted in the attached 
text (CD plenary meeting) for your information. The opinion is online since 5 June 2008 
(http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1178713016506.htm 

7.2. Outcome of the Advisory Forum meeting on AHAW 27-28 May in Parma 
Three members of the AHAW Panel attended to the Advisory Forum meeting in Parma on a 
special meeting focus on AH. The minutes of the meeting will be distributed to the panel 
members and a follow up is foreseen in September after consultation with AHAW, BIOHAZ and 
FEEDAP scientific panels.   

7.3. Declarations of Interest: new procedure 
R. Maijala presented to the members of the AHAW Panel the new procedure. The new system 
relies in an IT tool that informs the experts about the latest versions and asks for confirmation and 
recent changes before being sent to the EFSA web. Procedure for checking the validity of DoI 
internally in EFSA has been set. After a short discussion, an EFSA IT official E. Guisado 
explained the method and steps to fulfil the steps to get access to the EFSA system. 

7.4. Expert data base in EFSA.  
The expert Data base was presented by EFSA’s S. Potier Rodeia (SCO/SCA) The database has 
two main functions for EFSA’s scientific work: it will be the main tool for EFSA’s experts 
identification and registration and be harmonised with the DoI process (registration will be 
compulsory for all experts) and it will serve as a database to identify experts with a key expertise 
for WGs. MS will share the tool with EFSA. It has been launched on June 5 2008. The comments 
of the Panel members stressed the difficulties to attract the best experts and ask them to fulfil all 
requested data (application and DoI) before being engaged in tasks.  
 

7.5. Transparency in Risk Assessment   
D. Maurici (SC AF EFSA) presented the current status of the draft document presented for 
consultation to the Scientific Panels in EFSA. The document tries to identify the objectives, scope 
of the RA, methodological aspects including concepts on data and their interpretation. Members 
were encouraged to present comments to the EFSA secretariat by end of July (the latest) before 
the document will be submitted for possible adoption by the Scientific Committee in September. 
  
 
 
 

7.6. Information on Rules of procedure including WG minutes in EFSA web. 
The late Rules of Procedure version has been recently adopted in EFSA RA directorate and the 
EFSA Quality Manager. EFSA set up work flow charts for developing Scientific Opinions and 
AHAWs procedures will be included. The adopted version as well as the flow chart will be 
circulated before the next Plenary in September for possible clarification.  
 

7.7. Next Plenary Meeting.  
In order to be able to discuss for possible adoption the 4 opinions on fish welfare (3) and 
Susceptible species, and due to some problems of experts availability  it was agreed  to held the 
next plenary meeting in Barcelona on the 11- September  (from 09.00 to 18.00h) and on the 12 
September  (from 08.30 to 15.30h). . 
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7.8. Plenary Meeting 2009 proposed dates  
Following dates for plenary meetings in 2009were proposed to be discussed iat the next plenary 
meeting in September   
 

1. January 28-29 
2. March 18-19 
3. April 29-30 
4. May 13-14  
5. June 24-25-26 
6. September 10-11/ or 1-4  
7. October 21-22  
8. December  8-9  

 


