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Missions of Luxembourg’s ComAlim

Governmental Commissariat for food quality, fraud and 
safety issues (ComAlim)

• Coordination and harmonisation of control activities

• Unique contact point for European authorities:
‒ Rapid Alerts, AAC and FF; 

‒ MANCP; EFSA Focal Point

• Horizontal activities: 
‒ Training of inspectors

‒ Crises plans, audit of control authorities 

‒ Registration and authorisation of FBO

• Information to consumers: website, alerts 
‒ www.securite-alimentaire.lu

http://www.securite-alimentaire.lu/
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Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed

➢ IT tool designed to swiftly exchange 
information between national authorities on 
health risks related to food and feed

➢ Information about: 

• RISK to human and animal health

• TRACING food on the market

• MESURES taken by and requested from MS

➢ Legal basis: 

Article 50 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002
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Process Rapid Alert
Market Control

Border Control

Business/Consumer

Media

3rd country / inter-
national organization

MS1 – Competent Authority

Original Notification
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Types of RASFF notifications 

➢ Alert notifications
• Food or feed presenting serious health risk
• Rapid action required

‒ Public recall, withdrawal

• Product on other MS’s market 

➢ Information notifications
• No rapid action needed: 

‒ Product not on the other MS’s market
‒ Risk does not require rapid action

• For follow up / for attention

➢ Border rejections
• Food and feed consignments that have been 

rejected at the external borders of the EU
• Health risk

➢ ( News )
• “interesting information”
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Process Rapid Alert
Market Control

Border Control

Business/Consumer

Media

3rd country / inter-
national organization

MS1 – Competent Authority

Single Contact Point & EC

MS2 – Competent 
Authority

SCP & EC

Original Notification

Additional 
information

“fups”

Required 
Actions

EFSA
EFTA

countries
3rd country /

Infosan

iRASFF
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Required actions in Member States

➢ Check traceability of the product
• Other MS or 3rd countries concerned → to be informed
• Not sold yet → retreat 
• Sold to the consumer → public recall

➢ Withdrawal 
• Voluntary
• Imposed – seizing of the product

➢ Communication
• Publication in the shop
• Publication on national website
• Publication via the press

➢ New samplings
• Confirm contamination
• Find new contaminated consignments
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Process Rapid Alert
Market Control

Border Control

Business/Consumer

Media

3rd country / inter-
national organization

MS1 – Competent Authority

Single Contact Point & EC

MS2 – Competent 
Authority

SCP & EC

Original Notification

Additional 
information

“fups”

Required 
Actions

EFSA EFTA
3rd country /

Infosan

iRASFF

Transparency 
Publication in:
- RASFF Portal
- Annual Report
- National websites
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Example: recall chocolate pudding with pieces of broken glass
July 2019
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Example on iRASFF
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Example on iRASFF
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Example on iRASFF
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Example on iRASFF

42 attached 

documents

Of which: 

32 recipients 

lists
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Other Networks – future changes

Next Steps: 
1. Inclusion of the AAC 
2. Inclusion of the FF

AAC – Administrative 
Assistance Cooperation

FF – Food Fraud
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Find out more at: 

➢ http://ec.europa.eu/rasff

➢ https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/rasff-
window/portal

➢ https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/rasff-
window/consumers/

➢ https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/
safety/docs/rasff_annual_report_2017.pdf

➢ www.securite-alimentaire.lu

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION! 

ANY QUESTIONS?

http://ec.europa.eu/rasff
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/rasff-window/portal
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/rasff-window/consumers/
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/rasff_annual_report_2017.pdf
http://www.securite-alimentaire.lu/

