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1. Plant Health at EFSA 

2. Main ALPHA plant health activities 
 

• Support to outbreaks /global threats 
 
• Horizon scanning for plant pests 
 
• Plant health pesticides derogation 

 
• Other and future tasks 

 

OUTLINE 
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SUPPORT TO PLH PANEL IS CORE ACTIVITY 
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Objectives 
 
 Provision of high-quality, 

independent and 
transparent scientific 
advice to EU risk 
managers 

 
 Contribution to 

development of science-
based approach for 
phytosanitay pest risk 
assessment 

PLH Panel (4th term 2015-2018) 
21 members of 10 different nationalities from academia, research and 
national authorities  
(experts on plant pathology. bacteriology, virology, entomology, acaralogy, 
nematology, ecology,  invasive  plants, IPM, modelling, epidemiology, 
surveillance …)  
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COOPERATION WITH MS : PLH NETWORK 

28 EU MS, Norway and Iceland,  

Switzerland, candidate countries, EPPO 

 

Objectives: 
coordinating activities 
exchanging information 
developing and implementing joint projects, and 
exchanging expertise and best practices 
 

Major issues on the agenda: 
–Data collection and sharing 
–Harmonisation of methodologies 
 

 
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/plant-health/networks 
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EFSA COOPERATION WITH EPPO (EUROPEAN AND 
MEDITERRANEAN PLANT PROTECTION ORGANISATION) 

Contribute 
together to 

safeguarding and 
protecting plant 

health 

• Exchange of annual 
work programme  

• Participation to  
meetings as 
observers 

Joint EFSA-EPPO Workshop on ‘Data collection 
and information sharing in plant health’, April 

2O14 

Joint EFSA-EPPO Workshop on ‘Data collection 
and information sharing in plant health’, April 

2O14 

Joint EFSA-EPPO Workshop on ‘Modelling  in Pest Risk 
Assessment’, 12-14 December 2O16 

Joint EFSA-EPPO Workshop on ‘Modelling  in Pest Risk 
Assessment’, 12-14 December 2O16 
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XYLELLA FASTIDIOSA  GLOBAL HOST PLANTS DATABASE 

359 plant species (naturally and experimentally infected hosts) 

from 204 genera and 75 botanical families.  

NEW UPDATEs SEPTEMBER 2017-2020 X. fastidiosa new host species distribution 
(EFSA, 2016) 

44 new species,  
2 new hybrids,  
15 new genera and  
5 new families.  
70% of new species 
identified in southern Italy 
(Apulia), Corsica and 
southern France (Provence-
Alpes-Côte d'Azur region) 
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OLIVE VARIETIES SUSCEPTIBILITY TO X. FASTIDIOSA 
ST53 (EFSA MARCH 2017) 

• limited information on tolerance/resistance of olive varieties 
 
• converging evidence on cv.  Leccino tolerance to the 

Apulian strain infections 
 

• Preliminary (1 single orchard)  interesting results on 
rootstock FS17 

 
• Additional sources of resistance to become available in the 

coming years from EUH2020 research efforts (more than 300 
varieties screened) 



EFSA OUTSOURCING TO REDUCE KNOWLEDGE GAPS 

Perryman and West, 2014. Splash 
dispersal of Phyllosticta citricarpa (the 
Citrus black spot fungus) conidia from 
infected citrus fruit. Nature – Scientific 
Reports4 : 6568 | DOI: 
10.1038/srep06568 

Saponari et al., 2016. Pilot project to 
investigate host range of the Apulian 
strain of X.fastidiosa 

Biology and control of X. fastidiosa 
vectors and potential vectors. CNR 
(IT), 2016-2018 
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EFSA Thematic grant call for proposals in the area 
of  airborne plant pathogens.  

 

Smart monitoring of airborne plant pathogens: 
advances in aerobiology, and molecular 
diagnostics and remote sensing to support risk-
based plant health surveillance in the EU 

 

Eligible applicants from list of competent MS 
Organisations  

 

Deadline for proposals: 25 October 2017 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/art36grants/article36/1
70502-0  

 

NEW PLANT HEALTH EFSA THEMATIC GRANT  
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NOVEMBER 2015: EFSA WORKSHOP ON XYLELLLA  

Xylella fastidiosa: knowledge 
gaps and research priorities 
for the EU 
12-13 November 2015, Brussels  
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/events/event/1
51112a 
 

Plenary sessions (web-streamed) 
4 break-out sessions : 

I. Surveillance and detection. 
II. The vectors: identity, biology, 

epidemiology and control. 
III. The plants: host range, breeding, 

resistance and certification. 
IV. The pathogen: biology, genetics, 

control. 

European Commission 
DG RTD mandate 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/events/event/151112a
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/events/event/151112a
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/events/event/151112a
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NEXT EVENT ON XYLELLA 

European conference on Xylella fastidiosa: finding 
answers to a global problem 
Palma de Mallorca, 13-15 November 2017 
 

organised jointly by:  
• EFSA 
• University of the Balearic Islands 
• Euphresco network for phytosanitary research 

coordination and funding 
• EU Horizon 2020 projects POnTE and XF-ACTORS 

 
Call for abstracts till 31 May 2017 
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/171113 
 

 early-career researchers opportunities 
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Improve EU 
preparedness in 

addressing Plant Health 
threats 

 

Mandate received on 19thDecember 
2016  

 « Request to provide a scientific 
and technical assistance on a 

horizon scanning exercise in view to 
crisis preparedness on plant health 

for the EU territory » 

 

Identify relevant 
information on pests 

that might be of 
concern to the EU 

territory 

Identify relevant 
information on pests 

that might be of 
concern to the EU 

territory 

Screening of 

• Media 

• Scientific literature 

 

• JRC collaboration , 
Medysis Tool 

HORIZON SCANNING FOR PLANT PESTS: THE PROJECT 

Aim of the project Content 

Previous EFSA-funded project  (2014-2016): development and testing of the media 
monitoring tool MedISys for the monitoring and reporting of plant health threats  
(JRC, IRTA, Universitat de Lleida ) 

64th Advisory Forum Meeting, EFSA, 8-9 June 2017 
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HORIZON SCANNING FOR PLANT PESTS: STEP APPROACH 

Media 
monitoring 

Development 
phase: February 

- May 2017 

First test 
newsletter on 
March 2017 

(listed pests*) 

Literature 
monitoring 

Development 
phase: March – 
December 2017 

First test 
newsletter on  

July 2017 (listed 
pests*) 

Risk-based 
pest ranking 

Methodology 
developed in 

parallel 

First proposal 
for ranking by 

May 2017 

Planned work - Three steps   
 

*Listed in annexes IAI, IAII, IIAI of Council Directive 2000/29/EC, EU 
emergency measures and EPPO Alert List 
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HORIZON SCANNING FOR PLANT PESTS: THREE OUTPUTS 

EFSA Plant Health webpage on 
Medysis 

EFSA Plant Health 

Monthly Newsletters 

(media and scientific 
literature) 

Daily E-mail automatic alert 
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PROTOCOL FOR THE EVALUATION OF ART. 4.7 PLANT HEALTH 
DEROGATION  REQUESTS 

Reg. 1107/2009 

Art. 4.7 –  
Request of derogation  for  a 

serious danger to plant 
health  

Protocol for evaluation of 
requests of derogation 

Dir. 128/2009 
Integrated Pest 
Management 

EPPO standards 
Comparative 
assessment, 
Resistance 

Evaluation on 
non pesticide 
alternatives 

Management of 
pesticide risk of 

resistance 
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PROTOCOL FOR THE EVALUATION OF ART. 4.7 PLANT HEALTH 
DEROGATION  REQUESTS 

Protocol for the 
evaluation of 

herbicides derogation  
(July 2016) 

Protocol for the 
evaluation of 

herbicides derogation  
(July 2016) 

Protocol for the 
evaluation of 

insecticide s derogation  
( March 2017) 

Protocol for the 
evaluation of 

insecticide s derogation  
( March 2017) 

Protocol for the 
evaluation of 

fungicides derogation 
(November 2017)  

Protocol for the 
evaluation of 

fungicides derogation 
(November 2017)  

Ad hoc EFSA 
Working Groups 

Ad hoc EFSA 
Working Groups 

ALPHA Unit ALPHA Unit 

Pesticides Unit Pesticides Unit 

EFSA Guidance 
for the 

evaluation of 
request of 

derogations 
(Art.4.7) for 

plant protection 
products 

(2018) 

EFSA Guidance 
for the 

evaluation of 
request of 

derogations 
(Art.4.7) for 

plant protection 
products 

(2018) 
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Based on EC SANTE request to collect data and information on 
the pests of apple fruit present in the EU, EFSA: 

1. Established data model(s) for the data collection 

2. Outsourced 

I. extensive literature search, of both scientific and 
technical/grey literature, for EU-28, completed for 12 pests 

II. extraction of data and information relevant to PRA process 

III. data submission to EFSA’s Data Warehouse (EFSA DB) 

3. Review and simplification of data model(s) 

 

Next steps (mandate expected) 

 Review of outcome and fitness for purpose 

 Data collection for remaining pests 

EU APPLE PESTS DATABASE 

64th Advisory Forum Meeting, EFSA, 8-9 June 2017 
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NEW EXPECTED TASKS ON SURVEY AND PRIORITY PESTS 

 Pest Freedom  

Pest prevalence 

- Pilot PLH use of EFSA online 
tools (already applied 
AHAW and BIOHAZ) with 
MS 

- Develop plant pests survey 
guidelines  

Technical support for 
ranking of candidate EU 
priority pests 
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SOCIAL MEDIA | COMMUNICATION 
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Xylella web space 

(under construction) 

 

 Xylella host plant database  

 story-maps:Xylella, vectors, 
hosts and outbreaks 

 Automatic feeds from media 
and literature monitoring 

 dedicated events space  

 EFSA publications on Xylella 

 links to external research 
projects, websites, events 

• 475 

Tweets 

• 540 

 

Followers 

• 73% 

Influencers 

• 2050 

Social 
interactions 



alpha@efsa.europa.eu 

Thank you 
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STAY CONNECTED! 

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/careers 

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/rss 

Subscribe to 

Engage with careers 

Follow us on Twitter 

@efsa_eu 

@plants_efsa 

@methods_efsa 

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters 
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