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Participants  

 Panel Members: 

Margherita Bignami, Laurent Bodin, Kevin Chipman, Jesús Del Mazo, Bettina 
Grasl-Kraupp, Christer Hogstrand, Ron Hoogenboom, Jean-Charles Leblanc, 
Carlo Nebbia, Elsa Nielsen, Evangelia Ntzani, Annette Petersen, Salomon 
Sand, Dieter Schrenk, Tanja Schwerdtle, Christiane Vleminckx and Heather 
Wallace. 

 Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable. 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Paolo Caricato (European Commission, DG Health and Food Safety, Unit 
G4) (for item 6.), Veerle Vanheusden and Frans Verstraete (European 
Commission, DG Health and Food Safety, Unit E2). 

 EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: 

Katleen Baert, Marco Binaglia, Anna Christodoulidou, Ernesto Liebana 
Criado, Karen Mackay, Luisa Ramos Bordajandi, Hans Steinkellner and 
Carina Wenger.  

DATA Unit: 

Davide Arcella, Claudia Cascio (for ítem 6.), Zsuzsanna Horvath (for ítem 
7.1.) and Petra Gergelova (for item 7.2. and 7.3.). 

SCER Unit: 

Agnes Rortais (for item 8.4.). 

 
1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the 
Scientific Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its 
scientific work: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 
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 Observers:  

Not Applicable. 

 Others:  

Not Applicable. 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Marina 
Marini (European Commission, DG Health and Food Safety, unit D1) 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes.  

3. Declarations of Interest 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the 
Executive Director on Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the 
Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the Panel members invited to 
the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues discussed 
in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no 
interests were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this 
meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 104th plenary meeting held on 
19.02.2020 

The minutes of the 104th Plenary meeting held on 19 February 2020 were 
agreed by the CONTAM Panel on 6 March 20204. 

5. Report on written procedures since the 104th plenary meeting 
held on 19.02.2020  

A new request from the EC on the shucking of certain species of scallops 
contaminated with domoic acid and lipophilic toxins with a view to the 
production of edible parts meeting the safety requirements foreseen in the 
Union legislation (EFSA-Q-2020-00245; EFSA-Q-2020-00246)5,6 was 

 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/events/event/101st-plenary-meeting-contam-panel 
5 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2020-00245 

6 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2020-00246 
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distributed to the CONTAM Panel for comments by written procedure on 2 
March 2020. 

6. New mandate: Request from the European Commission for 
scientific opinions on the shucking of certain species of scallops 
contaminated with domoic acid and lipophilic toxins with a view 
to the production of edible parts meeting the safety 
requirements foreseen in the Union legislation (EFSA-Q-2020-
00245; EFSA-Q-2020-00246)58,69. 

The new mandate was discussed in detail and clarifications were 
provided by the requestor. Following a consultation with the secretariat, 
the Chair of the CONTAM Panel agreed to establish a new working group 
and to appoint Ron Hoogenboom as WG Chair.   

 

7. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and possible 
adoption 

7.1. Draft Scientific opinion on the risks for public health 
related to the presence of ochratoxin A in food (EFSA-Q-
2018-00699)7 

The Chair of the WG on Ochratoxin A in food introduced the changes 
implemented in the opinion based on the comments received during the 
public consultation. The CONTAM Panel adopted the opinion including 
the proposed changes and endorsed the public consultation report that 
will be published together with it. The Chair of the Panel thanked the 
WG and EFSA staff for their work. 

 
7.2. Draft Scientific Opinion on the risks for animal health 

related to the presence of nitrites and nitrates in feed 
(EFSA-Q-2019-00098)8  

The Chair of the WG on Nitrites and nitrates in feed introduced the draft 
opinion. The Panel discussed the sections on additional information, data 
and methodologies and part of the hazard identification and 
characterization including the section on toxicokinetics, mode of action, 
transfer of nitrates and nitrites to foods of animal origin and adverse 
effects in ruminants. Pending the modifications agreed during the 
discussion, the CONTAM Panel endorsed these sections. The opinion will 
be presented for possible endorsement for public consultation at the 
next meeting of the CONTAM Panel. 

 

 
 

7 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00699 
8 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2019-00048 
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7.3. Draft update of the EFSA scientific opinion on the risks to 
public health related to the presence of nickel in food and 
drinking water. (EFSA-Q-2019-00214)9 

The Chair of the WG on Nickel in food introduced the draft opinion. The 
CONTAM Panel discussed the approach for the acute and chronic risk 
assessment. Due to time constrains no detailed discussion of the 
presented sections could take place. However, Panel members were 
asked to send comments by e-mail.  

 
7.4. Draft Update of the Scientific Opinion on 

Hexabromocyclododecanes (HBCDDs) in Food (EFSA-Q-
2018-00433)10 

The Chair of the WG on Brominated flame retardants in food presented 
the foreseen plan for the development of the draft risk assessments on 
Brominated Flame Retardants (BFRs) in food and introduced the draft 
opinion on HBCDDs in food. For the latter, the approach for the hazard 
identification and characterization and the section on toxicokinetics were 
discussed. The Chair of the WG will bring the comments back to the WG, 
which will take them into account and continue with the development of 
the draft opinion.  

 

8. Feedback from the Scientific Committee, EFSA, the European 
Commission 

8.1. European Commission  

The European Commission representative gave an update on the 
activities of the European Commission in relation to the scientific 
opinions of the CONTAM Panel. Several amendments of current 
legislation are under discussion with the Member States as an outcome 
of the CONTAM Panel scientific opinions. The CONTAM Panel was also 
informed on new EC mandates under preparation. 

 
8.2. Update from CONTAM Panel Working Groups 

 WG on Ochratoxin A in food 

See Item 7.1. 

 WG on Glycoalkaloids in food and feed 

The Chair of the WG informed that the draft opinion is under public 
consultation until 15 April.  

 WG on Perfluoroalkyl substances in food  

 
9 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2019-00214 
10 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00433 
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The Chair of the WG informed the Panel that the Stakeholder meeting 
took place, via webinar, on 12 March and the Public Consultation 
deadline for the draft opinion is 20 April 2020. 

 WG on Brominated flame retardants in food  

See Item 7.4.  

 WG on Nitrites and nitrates in feed  

See Item 7.2. 

 WG on Nickel in food  

See Item 7.3 

 WG on Meat inspection 

EFSA informed the Panel that the work is progressing well. The next 
WG meeting will take place on 16 April and will be dedicated to the 
discussion of the uncertainties.  

 
8.3. EFSA 

In preparation of future CONTAM mandates, a service contract for a 
comprehensive literature search on grayanotoxins and 5-
Hydroxymethylfurfural was awarded to the National Food Institute, Technical 
University of Denmark (DTU Food). The final report from this outsourced 
project is due for delivery end of June 2020.  

 
8.4. Scientific Committee and Working groups of interest to 

the CONTAM Panel 

The main points discussed at the 97th meeting of the EFSA Scientific 
Committee11 were reported by Heather Wallace (vice-Chair of the 
CONTAM Panel), who attended on behalf of the CONTAM Panel Chair. In 
particular the Scientific Committee endorsed the draft Scientific 
Committee Guidance on assessment of aneugenicity for public 
consultation and the framework for protocol development for EFSA’s non-
application scientific assessments. For the Working groups of interest for 
the CONTAM Panel, updates were given on the activities of the WG on 
Genotoxicity, the WG on the update of the Benchmark Dose guidance, 
the WG on Uncertainty, the WG on Epidemiological studies  and the WG 
on Chemical mixtures. Anna Christodoulidou and Agnes Rortais 
presented the activity of the WG on Beeswax for the development on an 
EFSA report on risks related to beeswax adulteration12. 

  

9. Any other business 

Not applicable 

 
11 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/events/event/97th-plenary-meeting-scientific-committee 
12 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2019-00159 
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