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EFSA PROGRESS REPORT 

 
The present report refers to the period from the 1st of December 2014 to the 28th 

of February 2015. 

 

SCIENCE 

 

Outputs produced in the reporting period  

In the risk assessment area, EFSA endorsed two guidance documents on ‘Lifecycle 

of EFSA’s cross-cutting guidance documents’ and ‘Gut and immune health claims’, 

the latter published for public consultation. A total of 62 scientific opinions were 

adopted in the reporting period, 49 of which in the area of regulated products. In 

addition, six opinions of the NDA Panel were endorsed for public consultation, 

among which the opinion on caffeine. An urgent request for technical assistance 

(Art. 31) on Xylella fastidiosa was received from the Commission. EFSA issued 

seven statements, including the ‘Risks and benefit of fish consumption’. As well, 

the Authority adopted seven scientific reports, which also include the work on 

avian influenza H5N8, the Summary report on trends and sources of zoonoses, 

zoonotic agents and food-borne outbreaks in 2013 (with the ECDC), the Summary 

Report on antimicrobial resistance (with the ECDC) and the integrated analysis of 

the consumption of antimicrobial agents and occurrence of antimicrobial resistance 

in bacteria from humans and food-producing animals (with the ECDC and EMA). In 

addition, 19 technical reports, 16 reasoned opinions, 12 peer review conclusions 

and 16 external reports were issued. 

 

Bisphenol A 

On the 21st of January, EFSA published the opinion adopted in December. EFSA’s 

comprehensive re-evaluation of bisphenol A (BPA) exposure and toxicity concludes 

that BPA poses no health risk to consumers of any age group (including unborn 

children, infants and adolescents) at current exposure levels. Exposure from the 

diet or from a combination of sources (diet, dust, cosmetics and thermal paper) is 

considerably under the safe level (TDI). 

 

Caffeine 

EFSA endorsed the draft opinion on the safety of caffeine from all sources, which 

was published on the 15th of January for public consultation (open until the 15th of 

March). Among others, EFSA’s draft opinion provisionally includes the following 

findings: 

 Single doses of caffeine up to 200mg do not raise safety concerns for adults; 

 It is unlikely that caffeine interacts adversely with other constituents of energy 

drinks; 

 For pregnant women, caffeine intakes of up to 200mg a day do not raise 

safety concerns for the foetus. 

In addition to the comments sought through the public consultation, EFSA 

organised a stakeholder event at the beginning of March (see below). 

 

Consumption of raw milk 

In their scientific opinion on public health risks associated with raw milk, EFSA’s 

experts concluded that raw milk can be a source of harmful bacteria, mainly 

Campylobacter, Salmonella and Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC).  
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EFSA could not quantify the public health risks associated with drinking raw milk in 

the EU due to data gaps. However, according to Member State data on food-borne 

disease outbreaks, between 2007 and 2013, 27 outbreaks were due to the 

consumption of raw milk. 

 

Risks and benefits of fish consumption 

In a statement issued in January, EFSA’s experts said that limiting consumption of 

fish species with high methylmercury content is the most effective way to achieve 

the health benefits of fish whilst minimising the risks posed by excessive exposure 

to methylmercury. EFSA recommended that individual Member States consider 

their national patterns of fish consumption and assess the risk of different 

population groups exceeding safe levels of methylmercury while obtaining the 

health benefits of fish.  

 

Summary report on trends and sources of zoonoses, zoonotic agents and 

food-borne outbreaks in 2013  

In January, EFSA published the report produced jointly with the ECDC. The report 

highlights, among others, that Campylobacteriosis infections reported in humans 

have now stabilised, after several years of an increasing trend, but it is still the 

most commonly reported foodborne disease in the EU. Listeriosis and VTEC 

infections in humans have increased, while reported salmonellosis and yersiniosis 

cases have decreased. 

 

Antimicrobial resistance 

EFSA and the ECDC have worked together to issue the EU Summary report on 

antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in zoonotic and indicator bacteria from humans, 

animals and food, which analyses data from 2013. The report stressed that 

treatment options for some of the most common food-borne infections are 

decreasing, as types of bacteria (called ‘isolates’) continue to show resistance to 

antimicrobial drugs. For example, multi-drug resistant isolates of Salmonella 

continue to spread across Europe. Also, high resistance to the antimicrobial 

ciprofloxacin in Campylobacter isolates in both humans and animals has been 

reported in some Member States. Encouragingly, co-resistance to critically 

important antimicrobials for both bacteria remains low. 

 

In January, the ECDC, EFSA and EMA published the first joint report on the 

integrated analysis of the consumption of antimicrobial agents and occurrence of 

antimicrobial resistance in bacteria from humans and food-producing animals. The 

report underlines that the use of certain antimicrobials in animals and humans is 

associated with resistance to these antimicrobials in bacteria from animals and 

humans. There are also important differences in the consumption of antimicrobials 

in animals and in humans between European countries. This is the first in a series 

of reports that EFSA, ECDC and EMA are planning to publish based on the data 

collected by various monitoring networks. 

 

Perchlorate  

EFSA will re-examine its 2014 scientific opinion on perchlorate in food following 

confirmation that there was a technical error in the estimation of consumer 

exposure to perchlorate in the diet. 

 

Xylella fastidiosa 

In December, EFSA conducted a pest risk assessment and an evaluation of risk 

reduction options for Xylella fastidiosa, a bacterium that is affecting several 

thousand hectares of olive plantations in Apulia, southern Italy.  
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Xylella fastidiosa has affected more than 300 species of cultivated and wild plants 

in the world and is transmitted by certain types of sap-sucking hopper insects. The 

assessment resulted particularly complex due to the limited availability of data for 

this new hazard and the uncertainties of the risk assessment with regards to the 

host range and epidemiology of the isolate involved in the current outbreak. 

Closely after the publication of the opinion, EFSA received an urgent request (Art. 

31) to further characterise the list of host plants of Xylella fastidiosa. The report 

was submitted to the Commission in February. 

H5N8 avian influenza 

EFSA generated a scientific report in collaboration with Member States and the EU 

Reference Laboratory, which highlights that the precise route of introduction of the 

H5N8 virus into Europe still remains uncertain. They recommended assessing 

biosecurity procedures at farms and improving them where necessary. They also 

recommended implementing targeted surveillance of wild birds in high risk areas 

and further investigation of possible entry routes of H5N8 into Europe. They 

stressed that national and European laboratories and risk assessment institutions 

should keep cooperating to ensure timely analyses of the situation within the EU.  

A new toolbox to rank risks 

EFSA’s experts have developed a toolbox that will help risk assessors prioritise the 

most significant microbiological risks. The toolbox is primarily intended for experts 

of the Panel on Biological Hazards, but could also be used by other Panels and 

national food safety authorities. It will support a timely and transparent risk 

ranking. Experts have also assessed the available risk ranking tools and 

investigated how uncertainty can be taken into account in risk ranking models. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

During the reporting period, media coverage counted approx. 4,800 articles and 

114 queries, representing a +336% and +20% increase respectively compared to 

the previous quarter. The key driver of coverage during the reporting period was 

the publication of the final opinion on bisphenol A, which triggered around 400 

articles and generated 375 mentions on Twitter on the day of publication. Other 

issues to feature heavily in the media were: caffeine, nutrition, Xylella fastidiosa 

and pesticides. 

EFSA held several meetings with members of the European Parliament (ENVI and 

AGRI Committees) discussing on topics like cloning, antimicrobial resistance, GMO, 

pesticides and endocrine active substances. Regarding EFSA’s 2013 discharge 

procedure, the draft report of the CONT Committee was discussed at the end of 

February. 

With the Cabinet of the Commissioner Andriukaitis, EFSA exchanged views on, 

among others, GMO, bisphenol A and EXPO 2015. Activities are being carried out 

to organise the visit of the Commissioner to EFSA in autumn. 

Intensive exchange with the European Commission services, in particular with the 

Directorate General SANTE. At the end of February, EFSA participated in a high 

level meeting with the DGs CNECT, DIGIT, SANTE, ENV and GROW to discuss a 

cooperation framework between DGs and EFSA to move forward the Open Risk 

Assessment agenda and facilitate the transformation of EFSA into an Open Science 

organisation. 
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EFSA opened the registration and call for abstracts for its 2nd scientific conference 

“Shaping the Future of Food Safety, Together”. Related communications activities 

to promote both the conference and the Young Researchers Initiative includes the 

production of videos, involvement of multipliers, publication of banners on 

dedicated scientific journals and promotion on social and traditional media. 

EFSA published the corporate layout of the Single Programming Document 2015-

2017, the event report of the 20th Scientific Colloquium, 7 videos on the dedicated 

microsite www.efsaexpo2015.eu to promote the EFSA’s second scientific 

conference, an interactive report on the 2012 pesticides residues report and an 

interactive infographic on animal diseases. 

 

SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION 
 

Risk assessment courses through ‘Better Training for Safer Food’ 

The second edition of training courses on risk assessment addressed to Member 

States has kicked off under the Commission’s programme ‘Better Training for 

Safer Food’. In addition to the existing courses (microbiological, chemical, pest risk 

assessment, nutrition, GMO and other biotechnologies), the programme comprises 

three new areas: animal health, animal welfare and environmental risk 

assessment. Over 2015–2018, the programme aims at training approx. 800 

experts from Member States and Candidate Countries. 

 

Joint Research Centre 

The Director of the Institute for Reference Materials and Measurements, Mrs Elke 

Anklam, and the Director of the Institute for Health and Consumer Protection, Mr 

Krzysztof Maruszewski, visited EFSA on the 27th of January. EFSA and the JRC 

agreed to discuss the scientific cooperation activities on a more regular basis and 

to investigate how EFSA could become more involved in the preparation of JRC’s 

work programme. Follow up actions were agreed in various areas such as food 

contact materials, food additives, chemical contaminants, feed additives, 

nanotechnology, GMO, plant health, emerging risks, environmental risk 

assessment, genome sequencing and novel chemical hazard characterisation 

approaches. 

 

RELATIONS WITH STAKEHOLDERS 
 

 

Stakeholder public hearing on Threshold of Toxicological Concern (TTC) 

approach  

EFSA and WHO embarked on a project to develop a globally harmonised decision 

tree for a tiered approach to the application of TTC in the risk assessment of 

chemicals. A stakeholder event was held in December to provide an opportunity 

for interested parties to present their views on specific questions to be assessed in 

the project. Nearly 100 stakeholders representing non-governmental 

organisations, industry, government, academia and consumer organisations 

participated in the event. The points raised by stakeholders were considered at the 

subsequent expert workshop, The meeting was followed by an expert workshop, 

which aimed to agree a consistent and globally accepted science-based TTC 

approach. On 12 February, EFSA published the report on EFSA and WHO’s 

conclusions and recommendations for public consultation (open until 29 March). 

 

 

http://www.efsaexpo2015.eu/
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Stakeholder meeting on the safety of caffeine 

It was the first time a meeting with stakeholders on a scientific opinion was 

organised during the consultation process, which was very well received from the 

stakeholders The aim of the meeting was to clarify some scientific aspects of the 

opinion with the aim to receive more informed comments on the draft opinion. 

Stakeholders asked to address discrepancies between EFSA and certain Member 

States, to explain more extensively some parts of the opinion and to accompany 

the publication of the final opinion with a ‘laymen’ summary. 

 

 

Open plenary meetings 

For the fourth year running, EFSA invites observers to participate in open meetings 

of its scientific panels and the Scientific Committee. The initiative is part of the 

Authority’s move towards an open science organisation and to encourage scientific 

dialogue with its stakeholders. Since March 2012, nearly 250 observers have taken 

up EFSA’s invitation and participated in 28 open plenary meetings. Observers 

comprised representatives from industry, academia and civil society. 

 

 

CORPORATE 

 

Organisational changes 

As of the 1st of January, the corporate planning and reporting activities were 

moved from EXO to the pre-CBC team under the RESU Department. Pre-CBC team 

has been established as first phase of the STEP 2018 project aiming, by the end of 

2015, to redesign and centralise EFSA's strategic planning and monitoring 

processes and functions. 

On the same date, the Quality Management functions were moved under the RASA 

Department. 
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SCIENCE STRATEGY AND COORDINATION (SCISTRAT) 

Scientific 

Committee 

and 

Emerging 

Risks 

Scientific Committee (SC) 

o Guidance on the ‘Lifecycle of EFSA’s cross-cutting guidance documents’. 

o Statement on the benefits of fish/seafood consumption compared to the risks linked to the presence of methylmercury. 

o PROMETHEUS project: Endorsement of the report ‘Principles and process for dealing with data and evidence in scientific 

assessment’.  

SCER Unit  

o Joint EFSA/WHO expert workshop on Threshold of Toxicological Concern (TTC) approach. 

o Public consultation of the conclusions and recommendations of the EFSA and WHO report (see above). 

o External reports on: ‘Review of the state of the art of human bio-monitoring for chemical substances and its applications 

to human exposure assessment’ and ‘Systematic review on metabolic interactions and synergistic effects of chemical 

mixtures for human risk assessment’. 

o Publication of: ‘2014 Annual Report of the Stakeholders’ activities in the area of emerging risks’; ‘Report on Horizon 

2020: EFSA’s priority research topics’; ‘EFSA’s 20th Scientific Colloquium on whole genome sequencing of food-borne 

pathogens for public health protection’; External report on a critical review of methodology and application of risk 

ranking for prioritisation of food and feed related issues’ and ‘External report on EFSA’s food and feed crisis 

preparedness training’. 

Advisory 

Forum and 

Scientific 

Cooperation 

o Advisory Forum (AF) meeting (10-11 Dec.). Among others, the group discussed the feedback from the survey on the AF 

operation and held a session on the role and function of the Forum. Review will continue during 2015. Forthcoming risk 

assessment activities were shared by members. At the meeting held on 4-5 March, EFSA presented the guidelines and 

lessons learnt on the Art. 30 activities (divergent opinions), the Data Warehouse and the report on risk ranking. In 

addition, the Member States discussed of emerging risks and exchanged information on several risk assessment 

activities carried out at national level. 

o Focal Point (FP) meeting (11-12 Feb.). Key issues discussed were the coordination of EFSA’s Scientific Networks and the 

implementation of the new FP tasks. The new FP agreements were signed, with the exception of three, which are 

planned for signature in the coming weeks. 

o The second edition of training courses on risk assessment addressed to MSs has kicked off under the ‘Better Training for 

Safer Food’ framework. 

o Event report from the European Neighbourhood Food Safety Conference was published.  

o Technical report on the EFSA Pre-Accession Programme 2011-2014 was published. 
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International 

relations 

o Visit of the institutional risk assessment coordinator, Ms Constanza Miranda, from the Chilean Agency for Food Safety 

and Quality (15-16 Dec.). 

o Meeting with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) for the preparation of a high-level event between FAO and 

EFSA later in 2015 (13 Jan.). 

 

RISK ASSESSMENT AND SCIENTIFIC ASSISTANCE (RASA) 

Animal health 

and plant 

health 

Panel on Animal health and welfare (AHAW) 

o Opinions on: ‘Peste des petits ruminants’; ‘Welfare risks related to the farming of sheep for wool, meat and milk 

production’; ‘Lumpy skin disease’; ‘Use of carbon dioxide for stunning rabbits’ and ‘Stunning of lambs’. 

Panel on Plant health (PLH) 

o Opinions on: ‘Risk to plant health posed by Xylella fastidiosa and its insect vectors for the EU territory’; ‘Circulifer 

haematoceps & Circulifer tenellus pest categorisations’ and ‘Spodoptera littoralis pest categorisation’. 

o Statement on ‘Urgent reaction from EFSA to comments from an international panel of scientists on EFSA's recent pest 

risk assessment for Phyllosticta citricarpa’. 

ALPHA Unit 

o Scientific reports on: ‘Highly pathogenic avian influenza A subtype H5N8’; ‘Assessment of documentation provided on 

the use of rubber slats in the flooring of pig holdings’ and ‘2013 Report on Surveillance of Echinococcus Multilocularis 

in Norway’. 

o Urgent technical assistance (Article 31) to further characterise the list of host plants of Xylella fastidiosa. 

o Technical report on the public consultation on the welfare risks related to the farming of sheep for wool, meat and 

milk production. 

o External reports on: ‘Systematic review and provision of abstracts of studies related tocarbon dioxide stunning of 

rabbits’; ‘Systematic review and provision of abstracts of studies related to electrical stunning of small ruminants 

(ovine and caprine species)’; ‘Extensive literature search for preparatory work to support a pan-European pest risk 

assessment on Trichilogaster Acaciaelongifoliae’; ‘Systematic review of studies on the use of perches for poultry’ and 

‘Negotiated procedure to prepare a workshop on animal influenza’. 

Biological 

hazards and 

contaminants 

Panel on Biological hazards (BIOHAZ) 

o Opinions on: ‘Risk posed by pathogens in food of non-animal origin - Salmonella, Yersinia, Shigella and Norovirus in 

bulb and stem vegetables and carrots’, ‘Development of a risk ranking toolbox for the BIOHAZ Panel’ and  ‘Public 

health risks related to the consumption of raw drinking milk’. 
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o Statement on the ‘Update of the list of QPS-recommended biological agents intentionally added to food or feed as 

notified to EFSA’. 

Panel on Contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM) 

o Opinion on the ‘Risks to human health related to the presence of nickel in foodstuffs’. 

BIOCONTAM Unit 

o EFSA scientific reports on: ‘EU summary report on trends and sources of zoonoses, zoonotic agents and food-borne 

outbreaks in 2013’, ‘EFSA, ECDC and EMA working group on integrated use and reporting of data on consumption of, 

and resistance to, antimicrobial agents in humans, animals and food in the European Union’ and ‘EU summary report 

on antimicrobial resistance in 2013’. 

o Technical reports on: ‘Result from the monitoring of veterinary medicinal product residues in food of animal origin in 

the Member States for 2013’, ‘Annual report of the BSE-TSE network’ and ‘Annual report of the Scientific Network on 

Microbiological Risk Assessment’. 

o External reports on the EU summary report on zoonoses, antimicrobial resistance and food-borne outbreaks: 

Campylobacter, Verotoxigenic Escherichia coli, Yersinia, Trichinella, Echinococcus, Salmonella and Enterococcus. 

Assessment 

and 

methodological 

support 

AMU Unit 

o Methodological support to the GMO Unit on GM maize DAS-40278-9 and GM soybean DAS-68416-4 for food and feed 

uses, import and processing. 

o Scientific report on ‘Revision of the design of the coordinated multiannual EU control programme under Regulation 

(EC) n. 396/2005 on pesticides residues in food and feed’.  

o External report on ‘Data representativeness: Issues and solutions’. 

Evidence 

management 

DATA Unit 

o EFSA guidance documents on ‘Data Exchange’ and ‘EU Menu methodology’. 

o Support to NUTRI (safety of caffeine), BIOCONTAM (nickel in foodstuffs), FIP (food colours ‘Brilliant Black’ and 

‘Quinoline Yellow’) and PRAS (Annual report on pesticide residues). 

o Technical reports on: ‘Pilot study on the collection of data on molecular testing of food-borne pathogens from food, 

feed and animal samples’, ‘EFSA’s Data Warehouse access rules’ and ‘Manuals for reporting of 2014 data on food-

borne outbreaks, antimicrobial resistance, zoonoses and zoonotic agents’. 

o External report on the ‘Update of the EFSA comprehensive European food consumption database from Austria’. 

Quality 

Management  

o The 2014 customer feedback exercise was completed with the despatch of letters to DG SANTE and the Chair of the 

External Review Working Group summarising the main conclusions and follow-up actions from the exercise.  

o A plan was drafted to meet the SPD target, being 80% compliant with ISO 9001 by the end of 2015. 

o The Document Management project was successfully closed with the submission of the final report. All business 
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requirements were met with a customer survey reporting 83% satisfaction. 

 

SCIENTIFIC EVALUATION OF REGULATED PRODUCTS (REPRO) 

Additives and 

products or 

substances 

used in animal 

feed 

Panel on Additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) 

o Opinions on feed additives: technological (3), nutritional (3), zootechnical (4); sensory (1), coccidiostats (2) and 

‘Safety of Solanum glaucophyllum’.  

Food 

ingredients 

and packaging 

Panel on Food Additives and Nutrient Sources added to Food (ANS) 

o Opinions on food additives: Erythritol, Glutamic acid and it salts and Iron(III) meso-Tartrate.  

Panel on Food contact materials, enzymes, flavourings and processing aids (CEF) 

o Opinion on the human health risks and exposure to bisphenol A. In addition, opinions on: flavouring substances (4), 

food contact materials (6), recycling processes (3) and enzymes (1). 

FIP Unit 

o EFSA statements on the refined exposure assessments for food colours ‘Brilliant Black’ and ‘Allura red’. 

o Technical report on the public consultation on bisphenol A. 

o External reports on: ‘Literature search for food additives’, ‘Collection, preparation and updating of data on flavourings 

and flavourings substances’, ‘Collection of scientific literature on alternatives for bisphenol A’, ‘Toxicological and non-

toxicological data, to support the preparatory work for the re-evaluation of food additives permitted in the EU’ and 

‘Summary report from dossiers on food enzymes’.  

Genetically 

modified 

organisms 

Panel on Genetically modified organisms 

o Opinions on GM carnation lines ‘IFD-25958-3’ and ‘IFD-26407-2’. 

GMO Unit 

o EFSA statements on: ‘Emergency measure notified by Bulgaria on GM maize MON 810’ and ‘Explanatory note to the 

Guidance on the use of the comprehensive database for dietary exposure assessment in industry dossiers’. 

o Technical report on the GMO network for risk assessment for 2014. 

o External report on the ‘Review of existing post market monitoring strategies and methodologies developed for the 

safety assessment of human and animal health’. 

o Event report on the international scientific workshop ‘Risk assessment considerations for genetically modified RNAi-
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based plants’. 

o Stakeholder workshop in the context of a public consultation on the ‘Guidance on the agronomic and phenotypic 

characterisation of genetically modified plants’. 

Dietetic 

products, 

nutrition and 

allergies 

Panel on Dietetic products, nutrition and allergies (NDA) 

o Guidance document endorsed for public consultation on ‘Gut and immune health claims’. 

o Opinions endorsed for public consultation: caffeine, DRVs for calcium, vitamin B12, vitamin E, phosphorous and 

vitamin A. 

o Opinions adopted on: ‘Total diet replacements’, ‘DRVs for Vitamin A’ and novel foods (4). 

o Opinions on Health Claims: Art. 14 (1) and Art. 13/5 (7). 

NUTRI Unit 

o Three technical reports following the request for scientific assistance on comments received pursuant to Article 16(6) 

of Regulation (EC) N°1924/2006. 

o Technical report on the outcome of the public consultation on ‘Gut and immune health claims’. 

Pesticides and 

plant 

protection 

products and 

their residues 

Panel on Plant protection products and their residues (PPR) 

o Opinion on the ‘State of the science on risk assessment for non-target arthropods’. 

PRAS Unit 

o 12 conclusions on pesticides peer review. 

o 16 reasoned opinions on MRLs. 

o Publication of the 2012 Annual report on pesticide residues. 

o Technical reports on: basic substances (1), MRL monitoring (2) and confirmatory data (5). 

o External report on the follow-up of the systematic literature review on three neonicotinoids and the risks to bees. 

Application 

Desk 

APDESK Unit 

o Receipt of 101 applications and 54 requests via web form. 

o Support to the organisation of info sessions on: ‘Food flavourings applications’ and ‘Food enzymes – Meeting with 

stakeholders’. 

o Internal reports on the info sessions for applicants: ‘GMO technical meeting’, ‘Agronomic and phenotypic 

characterisation of GM plants’, ‘Food enzymes’ and ‘Food flavourings applications’. 

o Publication of the external report on ‘EFSA APDESK survey on stakeholders’ satisfaction on provided services’. 
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COMMUNICATIONS (COMMS) 

External 

relations 

Stakeholders 

o Various meetings were held with EU institutional partners: 

 MEPs La Via (Chair ENVI committee), Ayuso (EFSA liaison MEP) and Pedicini (ENVI Committee member). Topics 

discussed included cloning and antimicrobial resistance. 

 MEP Nicola Caputo (AGRI Committee) visited EFSA to discuss, among others, on GMOs, pesticides and endocrine 

active substances. 

 DG SANTE and the Cabinet of the Health and Food Safety Commissioner Andriukaitis exchanged of views on 

issues like GMOs, BPA, EXPO 2015 and EFSA’s related scientific conference.  

 EFSA and DG SANTE participated at a working section of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) to 

inform discussions on an EESC own-initiative report (still in draft stages) on the EU food safety system. 

 Visit to EFSA of the senior management of the EC Joint-Research Centre (JRC) to review co-operation activities. A 

new co-operation agreement is due to be renewed between both organisations in autumn 2015. 

 Meeting between DG SANTE and EFSA senior management to discuss issues such as planning, customer 

feedback, cooperation with international organisations and EU-Agencies. 

 High level EC-EFSA meeting to discuss a cooperation framework between Directorate Generals (CNECT, DIGIT, 

SANTE, ENV and GROW) and EFSA to move forward the Open Risk Assessment agenda and facilitate the 

transformation of EFSA into an Open Science organisation. 

 Participation of EFSA in a consultation meeting of ECHA’s Committee for Risk Assessment. 

o Participation at the 2015 Global Forum for Food and Agriculture organised by the German Federal Ministry of Food 

and Agriculture (BMEL) on the occasion of the International Green Week. The Executive Director had an exchange on 

antimicrobial resistance with the Parliamentary State Secretary, Dr. Maria Falchsbarth. 

o Discharge procedure 2013: The European Parliament CONT Committee draft report was discussed at the meeting held 

on 24 Feb. and is scheduled for vote in March. 

o Participation of EFSA senior managers at European Parliament events on animal cloning (joint AGRI-ENVI hearing) 

and on antimicrobial resistance (workshop). 

o Network of EU Agencies: information was provided with regards to the on-going implementation of the EC roadmap 

for decentralised Agencies, the status of the Inter-Institutional working group, the budget 2016 negotiations and the 

2013 budget discharge procedure. 

o One-week staff exchange programme to provide support to the Norwegian Food Safety Council (VKM) on its concept 

for stakeholder engagement. 

o Regular engagement and information exchange with stakeholder organisations in relation to publication of opinions. 
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Media & Social Media 

o Coverage in approx. 4,800 articles and 114 media queries, representing a +336% and +20% increase respectively 

compared to the last quarter.  

o Three interviews on Xylella Fastidiosa with The Guardian, ANSA and Nature, one interview on caffeine with ZDF and 

one interview on BPA with Newsweek. 

o Twitter: +748 new followers (+37% compared to the last quarter; average of 10 new followers per day). 

o EFSA posted 86 tweets which resulted in +118% increase of EFSA engagement rate compared to the last quarter  

(# of times the Twitter community engaged, i.e. mentions, re-tweets and replies). 

Risk 

Communication 

o Content overview: 5 press releases, 8 news stories, 6 feature- and event stories and 13 news-in-brief were published. 

Highlights included: Avian influenza and bisphenol A (re-evaluation of BPA was accompanied by a press release, non-

technical ‘lay’ summary of the opinion, as well as updated FAQs and related topic. Publication was preceded by 

extensive pre-notification of partners). 

o Agora (website redesign project): completed analysis in preparation of the migration to the new platform. The new 

technology platform will go live during the summer, before the original project closure date. 

o Opening of registration and call for abstracts for the EFSA’s 2nd scientific conference “Shaping the Future of Food 

Safety, Together”.  

o EFSA Journal. Consensus was reached on a business case to work with a single publishing partner. A call for tender 

was developed and launched with a view to completing the transition to the selected publisher’s online journal 

platform by the end of 2015. A new master template for EFSA’s scientific outputs was launched to address 

deficiencies in the previous versions and to streamline the output production workflows.  

o Publication of: the corporate layout of the Single Programming Document 2015-2017, the event report of the 20th 

Scientific Colloquium, 7 videos on the dedicated microsite www.efsaexpo2015.eu to promote the EFSA’s 2nd scientific 

conference an interactive report on the 2012 pesticides residues report and an interactive infographic on animal 

diseases.  

o The Advisory Forum Communications Working Group discussed around EFSA’s strategy towards 2020, Risk 

communication guidelines and Crisis communications guidelines. The second edition of the risk communications 

guidelines “When Food Is Cooking Up a Storm – Proven Recipes for Risk Communications” was published. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.efsaexpo2015.eu/
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CORPORATE – RESOURCES AND SUPPORT 

Data protection 
o Support in implementing new internal work processes and tools, e.g. Sciforma time tracking, Talent management 

Oracle cloud and MediaBin (pictures database). 

Court cases 

o Case T-231/12 P EMA v Drakeford. On 14 Jan., EFSA was notified with the observations of the defendant. EFSA is 

supporting EMA against the claims of a former employee.  

o Case C-615/13P, ClientEarth & PAN Europe v EFSA. On 22 Jan., EFSA plead at the hearing at the Court of Justice 

in Luxembourg on the appeal concerning access to documents and the protection of personal data. The debate, to 

which the European Data Protection Service and the Commission participated in support of EFSA, focusses on the 

proper balance between the implementation of the transparency principle and the protection of personal data. 

o Case T-716/14, Tweedale v EFSA. On 19 Jan., EFSA lodged its defense. On 28 Jan. EFSA was notified of the 

request from the Kingdom of Sweden to intervene in support of the applicant. EFSA indicated the Court that no 

additional observations will be submitted.  

Ombudsman 

o On 28 January, the European Ombudsman closed complaint 0346/2013/SID, regarding alleged conflicts of interest 

affecting experts of the Working Group on Genetically Modified Microorganisms, by finding that EFSA should review 

its rules on declarations of interest. According to the Ombudsman, EFSA should oblige its experts from academia 

to report the entire range of interests of their respective employer and ensure that EFSA is in a position to screen 

them and avoid that they are allowed to work on matters where they employer have an interest. 

o On 21 January, EFSA followed-up the complainant in case 0775/2010/ANA, regarding a case of alleged “revolving 

doors”. The Ombudsman reacted with a letter of appreciation for EFSA approach. 

Outreach and 

support services 

o The internal survey involving EFSA scientific units and aimed to assess the quality of the services provided 

indicated high satisfaction of the customers. This represented a satisfaction increase by 40% compared to the 

previous year. 

Financial 

management 

o With regards to the 2014 budget execution, please refer to the ‘Activity Report 2014’ (mb 19 03 15 item 4 doc 3). 

o At the end of February, € 16.16 million or 20.3% of the € 79.58 million budget was committed and € 8.03 million 

or 10.3% of the € 78.03 million payment appropriations were paid. Detailed information on the 2015 budget 

execution is available in document ‘2015 budget execution and transfers’ (mb 19 03 15 item 13 doc 11). 
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Human resources 

o On 28 February, 434 posts were occupied and 5 job offers sent to the selected candidates bringing the total to 439 

posts filled-in out of the planned 477 posts (including Seconded National Experts). With regards to statutory staff, 

the recruitment execution rate for the establishment plan 2015 (temporary agents and officials) is at 96.7%, while 

that for contract agents is at 90.9% (or at 83.3% if taking into account the 10 additional short term contracts 

allocated to Science). This gives an overall weighted average of 95.3% (corresponding to 93.2% including the 10 

short term contracts). 

Staff Categories Target 2015 

Total 

contracted 

and accepted 

Temporary Agents and 

Officials 337 326 

Contract Agents 120 100 

Seconded National Experts  20 13 

Total all staff categories 477 439 
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Glossary 

 

ADoI – Annual Declaration of Interest 

AF – EFSA’s Advisory Forum 

AFCWG – Advisory Forum Communications Working Group 

AFSCO – EFSA Unit on Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation 

ALPHA – EFSA Unit on Animal health and plant health  

AHAW – EFSA Panel on Animal health and welfare 

AMU – EFSA Unit on Assessment and methodological support 

ANS – EFSA Panel on Food additives and nutrient sources added to food  

BIOCONTAM – EFSA Biological hazard and contaminants Unit 

BIOHAZ – EFSA Panel on Biological hazards 

BPA – bisphenol A 

CEF – EFSA Panel on Food contact materials, enzymes, flavourings and processing 

aids 

COMMS – EFSA Department of Communications 

CONTAM – EFSA Panel on Contaminants 

DATA – EFSA Unit on Evidence management 

DG SANCO – Directorate General for Health and Consumers 

DoI – Declaration of Interest 

DPO – EFSA Data Protection Officer 

EC – European Commission 

ECA – European Court of Auditors 

ECDC – European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 

ED – EFSA Executive Director 

EP – European Parliament 

ERA – Environmental risk assessment  

ERWG – EFSA’s External Review Working Group 

EU – European Union 

EXO – EFSA’s Executive Office Unit 

FAQ – Frequently asked questions 

FEED – EFSA Unit on Feeds  

FEEDAP- EFSA Panel on Additives and products or substances used in animal feed 

FIP – EFSA Unit on Food ingredients and packaging 

FP – EFSA Focal Points 

GMO – EFSA Panel/Unit on Genetically modified organism 

HUCAP – EFSA Unit on Human capital and knowledge management 

IEP – Information exchange platform 

IFCSLG – International Food Chemical Safety Liaison Group 

MAP – Multi-Annual Plan 

MEP – Member of the European Parliament 

MRL – Maximum residue levels 

MS – EU Member States 

PRAS – EFSA Unit on Pesticides 

PPR – EFSA Panel on Plant protection products and their residues 

QPS – Qualified Presumption of Safety   

RASA – EFSA Department of Risk assessment and scientific assistance 
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RASFF – Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed  

REPRO – EFSA Department of Scientific evaluation of regulated products 

RESU – EFSA Department of Resources and Support 

SC – EFSA Scientific Committee  

SCER – EFSA Scientific Committee and Emerging Risk Unit 

SCISTRAT – EFSA Department of Scientific strategy and coordination 

SCP – Stakeholders Consultative Platform 

SOP – EFSA’s Standard Operational Procedure 

WG – Working group 
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ANNEX: Progress Indicators  

Given the early moment in the year, progress indicators are provided by means of 

a brief overview of scientific outputs adopted/finalised in the period 1 January - 28 

February 2015 and an update of the situation of on-going questions as of 28 

February 2015. 

In the first two months of 2015, 40 Scientific Outputs and 29 Supporting 

publications have been adopted and/or finalised:  

Scientific Advice - Activity 1 

 5 Outputs (6% of the total 86 annual target): 4 Scientific Opinions (2 in 

ALPHA, 1 in BIOCONTAM and 1 in NUTRI) and 1 Scientific Report of EFSA in 

ALPHA. 

Regulated products - Activity 2 

 32 Outputs (10% of the total 304 annual target): 19 Scientific Opinions (7 

FEED, 8 FIP, 4 NUTRI); 5 Reasoned Opinions (PRAS), 5 Conclusions on 

Pesticide Peer reviews (PRAS), 2 Statements of EFSA (1 FIP, 1 GMO), 1 

Scientific Report of EFSA (PRAS). 

Data Collection and Cooperation - Activity 3 

 3 Outputs (already meeting 100% of the annual target for 2015): 3 Scientific 

Reports of EFSA (2 BIOCONTAM and 1 AMU). 

Supporting Publications 

 29 Outputs (20% of the total 147 annual target): 9 External Scientific 

Reports (5 ALPHA, 1 AMU, 1 FEED, 1 FIP, 1 NUTRI), 19 Technical Reports  

(2 ALPHA, 5 DATA, 1 FIP, 1 GMO, 3 NUTRI, 3 PRAS, 2 SCER, 1 AFSCO) and 1 

Event Report (AFSCO).  

Status of on-going questions by status as of February 28th   

 314 questions were in clock stop status as of 28 February. The increase 

compared to the situation at end November (nr. 287) is mainly explained by 

new questions in clock-stop related with the assessments on food enzymes 

(new area of work in the FIP Unit, where dossiers started to arrive) and the 

re-evaluation of flavourings including those substances that are under 

evaluation for genotoxicity. 

 325 questions were overdue, an overall stable number compared to the 

situation at end November 2014 (nr 330). In the Pesticides Unit the number 

of questions overdue is mainly related to request for reasoned opinions on 

the review of the existing maximum residue levels of pesticides (MRL) 

according to Article 12 of Regulation (EC) No 396/2005. The 1548 questions 

under consideration refer to health claims pursuant to article 13 of 

Regulation 1924/2006 on nutrition and health claims made on food.
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Figure 1: On-going questions by status 

 

 

 

 


