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UPDATE ON ADVISORY FORUM EVENT IN BERLIN (8 & 9  November 2004) 

 
 
Of particular interest 
o Exhibition  
o Invitations 
o Advertisements 
 
Programme 
1) Future perspectives in risk assessment:  key challenges and opportunities  

In this session, experts will discuss current risk assessment processes and reflect on 
how European risk assessment could be taken forward to stay at the forefront of 
scientific developments. Contributions from: Herman Koëter, Jean-Louis Jouve, 
Victor Feron and Vittorio Silano. 

2) Enhancing dialogue and exchange of views on risk assessment approaches in 
Europe: the role of EFSA’s Advisory Forum  
Session chaired by Geoffrey Podger, Executive Director, EFSA and involving 
members of the Advisory Forum. In this round table discussion on collaboration be-
tween EFSA, Advisory Forum members and national authorities, the audience will 
be able to field questions on how such collaboration works in practice.  In register-
ing for the conference, participants will have the possibility of submitting questions 
in advance to the panel members. 

3) Evaluating risks and benefits:  a new challenge for risk assessors 
In this session, experts will discuss and share experiences regarding how to inte-
grate the evaluation of benefits in the risk assessment process, and implications 
arising both for science and communications to the public. Contributions - amongst 
others - from: Ada Knaap and Diane Benford and from Albert Flynn and Ortwin 
Renn.  
Enlarging the panel discussion with a few extra experts is currently under consid-
eration.  

 
Opening of the event  
The event will be opened by Andreas Hensel as host of the event and by Geoffrey Podger 
as chair of the Advisory Forum. It is possible that a high level political representative of 
the German Government may also be able to participate in the opening ceremony. 
 
Exhibition  
The Bundesinstitüt für Risikobewertung has significant available areas near to the confer-
ence room. These can be made available to the Members of the Advisory Forum to 
show, with the use of stands, their work and products to the public at large. There-
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fore the EFSA staff would like to know which of the members would be interested in do-
ing so. The BfR and EFSA could assist in setting up the stands. The stands will be the 
size of a large table as a maximum.  
 
Press 
The event is open to the press and EFSA will also arrange a press conference at the first 
day of the event. 
 
Invitations 
As the event is open for the public, EFSA has not a particular invitation policy in place. 
However if the members of the Advisory Forum desire to invite particular governmental 
representatives from their country personally, they should let EFSA staff know as soon as 
possible so that the Executive Director can issue an invitation. 
 
Information concerning the event  
Before the event certain information will be distributed concerning logistics regarding the 
BfR premises, travelling and hotels in Berlin etc and about the content of the different 
sessions. Further information, such as abstracts of the lectures and bio’s from the speak-
ers will be made available at the event. 
A lot of this information in a summarized form is, together with the registration form, 
available on EFSA internet as well as in the leaflets which were handed out recently. 
Both, web announcement and leaflet are useful tools for members of the Advisory 
Forum to cascade information concerning the event to the national agencies, au-
thorities and other relevant organisations in each country.  
 
Stakeholders event 
Immediately following the Advisory Forum event, EFSA will be holding a meeting by 
invitation only with its stakeholders to look at issues regarding the Authority’s future de-
velopment and stakeholder involvement. The main aim of this event is to have an interac-
tive and participative event with stakeholders. Members of the Advisory Forum are in-
vited to attend this event. 
 


