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     European Food Safety Authority 
 

COMMUNICATION ON METHYLMERCURY IN FISH : 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

 
In March 2004 an opinion on mercury and methylmercury in food prepared by the EFSA 
Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain was published together with an EFSA Press 
Release on this subject (copies are attached). Due to the limited exposure data available, 
especially for the most vulnerable groups of concern, i.e. unborn and young children, EFSA 
recommended that vulnerable groups in particular select fish from a wide range of species 
without giving undue preference to large predator fish and referred to national advice for 
additional information.  
 
Before its publication, the EFSA Press Release was shared with DG SANCO, who at that 
time also considered releasing an Information Note with more specific advice to consumers. 
After some intensive but very constructive discussions of SANCO and EFSA staff it was 
concluded that there was no need for such an additional note by DG SANCO in particular as 
scientific evidence did not allow a more specific and pan-European advice that would also 
take into account the different fish preferences and contamination levels in the various 
countries.  
 
On 11th May EFSA was informally notified that an Information Note was presented, 
discussed and agreed by a DG SANCO Standing Committee. After some inquiries and 
shortly before its release on the SANCO website, the final version of the Information Note 
on methylmercury in fish and fishery products was sent to EFSA for information (copy is 
attached).  
 
In a letter of 14th May, EFSA expressed its concern on the text of the Information Note and 
urged the Commission to consider these concerns before releasing the Note to the general 
public (copy of the letter is attached).  On 17th May the Information Note was released on 
the SANCO website without any changes and no communication has been received on this 
subject from the Commission since. 
 
The Advisory Forum is invited to take note of the current developments and EFSA’s role 
and initiatives, or lack thereof, and make suggestions as to lessons learned.  
 
Attachments: 
 

 Opinion of the Scientific Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain on a request 
from the Commission related to mercury and methylmercury in food (18 March 
2004) http://www.efsa.eu.int/science/contam/contam_opinions/259_en.html 

 
 EFSA Press Release on risk assessment on mercury in fish: precautionary advice 

given to vulnerable groups (18 March 2004)  

http://www.efsa.eu.int/science/contam/contam_opinions/259_en.html


AF 08.06.2004 – 6 
 

2 

http://www.efsa.eu.int/press_room/press_release/258/presrel_contam_01_en_final3.
pdf 

 
 DG SANCO Information Note on methylmercury in fish and fishery products (17 

May 2004) 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/food/chemicalsafety/contaminants/information_note
_mercury-fish_12-05-04.pdf 

 
 Letter of 14th May from EFSA on DG SANCO’s Information Note on 

methylmercury in fish and fishery products   

http://www.efsa.eu.int/press_room/press_release/258/presrel_contam_01_en_final3
http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/food/chemicalsafety/contaminants/information_note

