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     European Food Safety Authority 
 

INFORMATION NOTE TO THE ADVISORY FORUM, MEETING IN BUDAPEST ON 
THE 8TH JUNE 2004 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
INFORMATION UPDATE OF EFSA’S ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF ZOONOSES 
DATA COLLECTION AND EUROSTAT’S PROJECT ON FOOD SAFETY STATISTICS 
 
EFSA’s activities concerning the zoonoses data collection 
 
1. With the new Directive 2003/99/EC on zoonoses, EFSA is assigned a task to examine the 
annual reports on trends and sources of zoonoses, zoonotic agents and antimicrobial resistance 
submitted by the Member States and to publish an annual summary report on the situation in the 
Community. EFSA will take over this new responsibility from the beginning of 2005. Currently it 
is preparing itself to this new task and initiating actions to review the report and the reporting 
system. 

 
2. In April 2004 EFSA published an invitation to tender for scientific and technical 
assistance relating to the collation, examination and reporting of the data on zoonoses.  The aim is 
to select a contractor (“Zoonoses Collaboration Centre”), which will assist EFSA in the 
preparation of the annual summary report. The call will close on 14 June 2004, and no offers have 
yet been received. 

3. On 4 May 2004 EFSA organised its first meeting with the national contact points for 
zoonoses. At that meeting it was agreed to set up a Task Force on zoonoses data collection and 
two working groups, which will report to the Task Force.  The Task Force will be used as a 
consultation forum for all matters linked to monitoring of zoonoses, and all Member States, the 
Commission and Community Reference Laboratory for zoonoses will participate in it. The first 
mission of this Task Force and its working groups is to consider the needs to review the 
presentation of the report and the reporting system. The Member States were asked to submit the 
names of their candidates for the Task Force and the working groups by 26 May. Also the 
members of EFSA’s scientific panels may participate in the working groups. 

4. EFSA has started to build a new database and an internet reporting system for the 
zoonoses data collection and these tools should be available in 2005. The aim is that also the 
Member States’ contact points providing the national reports would have access to this database. 
The Commission will be kept closely informed of progress made with the development of the 
data base to ensure that specific needs of the Commission are considered.   

 
5. As the data on zoonoses cases in humans will in the future be obtained from the 
Communicable Disease Networks, EFSA has taken preliminary contacts with DG SANCO and 
the Committee coordinating these networks. A further working group meeting on this subject is 
scheduled. 
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EUROSTAT’s project on food safety statistics 
 
6. Meanwhile EUROSTAT, a part of the Commission, has started a project to create food 
safety statistics with a global database and statistical indicators for food safety. The scope of these 
statistics and the database will be to include the following information collected from the Member 
States: 

• information on control and monitoring activities (e.g. BSE, residues, zoonoses, number of 
controls, results of controls), 

• food consumption data,  
• data on consumer’s health (e.g. food borne diseases), 
• products with distinctive marks (GMOs, organic products etc., PDO, PGI, STG) ,  
• volume of manufacture and sales of food products,  
• data on packaging, transport, research and development expenditure, prices, 
• data on actors in the food chain (number of farms, food business operators, fishing 

vessels etc),  
• data on primary production (number of animals, crop production, fishing activities) 
• inputs in agriculture (feedingstuffs, seeds, fertilities, pesticides consumption) 

 
7. There is an agreement between EUROSTAT and DG SANCO on cooperation in this 
field, and EUROSTAT is going to use as far as possible the data already available at the 
Community level, including the existing data on zoonoses and residues.  
 
8. EUROSTAT has set up a working group and two task forces, one on controls and 
monitoring activities and one on products with distinctive marks. The remit of these groups is to 
make an inventory of the available data and the national methodology to collect the information, 
and to propose statistical indicators together with a common methodology for adjusting results.   
 
9. The EUROSTAT task force on controls and monitoring activities shall first analyse the 
data already provided by DG SANCO, which involves data on pesticide residues, residues in food 
of animal origin, zoonoses and Rapid Alert System. It will have a meeting on 10-11 June 2004.  
 
10. EFSA was recently informed about the activities of EUROSTAT. Initial contacts have 
now been established between EFSA and EUROSTAT and both parties are willing to cooperate 
and coordinate their activities in the field of zoonoses data collection. The common aim is to 
avoid overlap and duplication and to avoid that Member States are requested for the same or 
similar data by different European Institutions.  EFSA will participate in EUROSTAT’s Task 
Force meeting on 10-11 June 2004 and will inform the Task Force about its plans and scheduled 
actions to develop the monitoring of zoonoses.  Likewise, EUROSTAT is invited to attend the 
meetings of EFSA’s Task Force on zoonoses. 
 

 


