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1. Attached is the Report of the Consultant, Mr. Frederic Paeps, who has undertaken 

this exercise for EFSA. The Report is entirely his work and has not been the subject 
of any substantive alteration from EFSA. EFSA would like to put on record its 
thanks to Mr. Paeps for his work. 

 
2. We would also very much like to repeat our thanks to the Members of the Advisory 

Forum who agreed to be interviewed for the study.  Their co-operation and 
constructive criticism is much appreciated. As with all the interviews, 
confidentiality has been respected and there are no individual attributions.   

 
3. It should be noted that under Article 61 of EFSA’s Founding Regulation a formal 

review of the Authority will have to be commissioned by January 2005. Proposals 
for this will be put to the EFSA Management Board in June 2004.  Mr. Paeps’ study 
is not a substitute for this but gives us a helpful critical indication of views to which 
we can respond in eighteen months or so before the final review is likely to be 
ready.  Proposals for substantively altering the Regulation will be more 
appropriately considered in the context of the 2005 Review : the immediate 
response to the Paeps Report will need to concentrate on improvements or 
developments which can be undertaken within the legal constraints of the existing 
Regulation. 

 
4. The Paeps report presents a generally positive view of EFSA’s first few months and 

the increased co-operation between Member States and EFSA for which the 
Advisory Forum collectively clearly should take the credit.  As is often the case, the 
most interesting issues for discussion are those where concerns have been raised 
and the attached note endeavours to begin to identify and respond to these as a basis 
for starting the discussion in the Forum. 
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