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     European Food Safety Authority 
 

INTEGRATING NEW MEMBER STATES IN THE  
WORK OF EFSA 

 
 
Introduction 
 
At the meeting of the Management Board in Parma on 27 April 2004 Members of the 
Management Board showed great interest in making sure that everything was done to 
help the new Member States integrate into the work of EFSA as quickly as possible. It 
was noted that currently the new Member States are already included in the work of the 
Advisory Forum and that experts from some of these countries are already part of some 
EFSA Scientific Panels. Nevertheless it could be helpful if more could be done. 
 
It was agreed in Parma that at the 7-8 June Advisory Forum representatives from the new 
Member States would be invited to comment and that their comments would be reported 
back to the Board. 
 
Particular issues of potential interest are set out below. 
 
Advisory Forum 
 
In accordance with EFSA’s founding Regulation 1 the Advisory forum is composed of 
representatives from competent bodies in the Member States with undertake tasks similar 
to those of the authority, on the basis of one representative designed by each Member 
State. At the time of the establishment of EFSA the European Union had 15 Member 
States.  
 
Since it was set up EFSA has aimed at forging close links between the Authority and the 
Member States, including the ten new Member States and EEA EFTA countries. It is to 
be noted that new Member States have been invited as Observers to the Advisory Forum 
from its first meeting.  The 10 new Member States became full members of the European 
Union on 1st May 2004. On 5 March 2004, the Executive Director wrote to the new 
Member States and invited them to forward to him the names of the representatives from 
the respective country, who will be the full member of the Advisory Forum, the alternate 
and one expert each on animal health and plant health matters respectively.  
 
The Advisory Forum invites the Member States who have not yet notified to do so at 
their earliest convenience. 
 
Management Board 
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There are no provisions in EFSA’s  founding Regulation as regards the new Member 
States having representatives in the Management Board, and this due to the nature of the 
Management Board whose Members do not represent any Member State but who have 
been chosen by virtue of their excellence and competence. Therefore, enlargement does 
not affect the composition of the Board. 
 
External Scientific Advice 
 
New entrant states have already been able to nominate members for the Scientific 
Committee and Panels. It will be helpful also to consider how their experts might play a 
greater part in working groups (which may be useful training for Panel membership) and 
form part of EFSA’s planned expert networks. 
 
EFSA Staff 
 
EFSA already has one member of staff from a new entrant state. It would be helpful if 
further such candidacies could be encouraged and national authorities may also like to 
consider secondments to EFSA through the END system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                           
1 Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 laying down the principles and requirements of food law, establishing the 
European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety (OJ L 31, 1 
February 2002) 


