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Introduction 

 

At its meeting in Berlin 3 and 4 July the Advisory Forum decided to make its work 
more publicly known. Subsequently, at its meeting in September, the Forum agreed to 
put together ideas for an ‘event’ in 2004 and to form a Task Force to plan this. The 
objective of the event, as defined by the Task Force, is to raise the profile of the 
Advisory Forum and to make its work more known. 

The ‘event’ will take place on 8-10 November 2004. The flavour of the ‘event’ will 
be mainly scientific but will also look at the work of the Forum in a broader context. 
The Forum requested that the nature of the ‘event’ and its programme would be 
agreed by the Forum’s members themselves.  The suggested Programme is hereby put 
to the Advisory Forum for consideration. 

The Task Force included Andreas Hensel, Germany, Maria Purificación Neira 
González, Spain, Ray Ellard, Ireland, Hans Peter Jensen, Denmark, and Willem De Wit, 
Netherlands and from EFSA Christine Majewski, Ingela Söderlund, and Katty 
Verhelst. The task force met on 12 February in Dublin and on 5 April in Helsinki, and 
was consulted between the two meetings. 

Members of the EFSA Scientific Committee and Panels were asked also for their 
ideas and input and this consultation took place during week 12 and 13 in March. 

This ‘Event’ will belong entirely to the Advisory Forum and as the planning 
progresses the Task Force will be looking for  members of the Forum to agree to chair 
sessions or present papers as it is important that the Advisory Forum takes a 
prominent role as the main objective is to introduce the Forum more widely.  
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Proposed programme 

Monday 8 November 

11.00 - 12.00  

Registration followed by lunch 

13.30 – 15.00  

Opening speech  

Geoffrey Podger, Executive Director, European Food Safety 

13.30 – 13.50  

Introduction to the Conference. 

First Session 

13.50 – 15.00 

Communication and EFSA outreach 

What are good practices in handling communications on food safety matters and 
especially risk ? What do stakeholders expect from EFSA? What does the public 
expect from the national authorities? With whom does the Advisory Forum 
communicate ? Are there different approaches to communication or should there be ? 
How should uncertainty be handled ? 

15.00 – 15.30 

Question and Answer session 

15.30 – 16.00 

Coffee 

16.00 – 17.30 

Semicarbazide – What have we learned ? Where are we now ? 

17.30 – 18.00 

Question and Answer session 

 

Tuesday 9 November 

9.30 – 12.00 Morning session 

Emerging Potential Risks  

What can be done to identify/reduce them ? What is the Advisory Forum and its 
associated organisations able to do to combat the problem of emerging issues? What 
is currently being planned by EFSA and the national Authorities? Which are the 
emerging issues? Are there criteria to recognise a possible issue/risk? Are emerging 
issues and emerging risks the same?  

12.00-12.30 
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Question and Answer session 

12.30 – 14.00 Lunch 

14.00 – 16.30 Afternoon session 

 Round Table discussion with five or six panellists and one moderator on the subject 

“Nature strikes back” 

Prions, mutating viruses, BSE, antimicrobial resistance, intensive production methods 
and the associated emerging issue; Have we gone too far ? Is nature sidelined in the 
modern food production process and is it striking back ? Does it create new food 
safety issues ? 

16.30 – 17.30 

Question and Answer session  

17.30 –18.00 

Summary and Conclusions by the Moderator 

 

Wednesday 10 November 

9.30 – 12.00 Morning session  

Trust in science ? 

Every day there is a message somewhere on food related things that are bad for our 
health, often contradicting earlier messages. Are there too many messages? How 
strong is the desire to publish for the sake of publicity?  EFSA has organised "Science 
Colloquiums" on topics such as threshold limit setting. These colloquiums are open 
scientific meetings addressing the state-of-the-art on the issue at hand.  Is there more 
EFSA can do ? How does society view science ? Is there the same social acceptance 
of science as there has been in the past ? Do we view people in white coats with 
suspicion ? What can national authorities and EFSA do to influence this ? Are there 
questions of governance ? 

 

12.00 – 12.30 

Questions and Answers 

Summary and Closing of Conference 

 


