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◼ Observers:  

Attending physically in Parma: 

Jana Dammeier (Chemische Fabrik Budenheim), Jan Demyttenaere (EFFA), Stefanie Geiser (EAS 

Strategies), Petr Mensik (EPA), Manon Ombredane (ICGA), Kanori Ono (Ajinomoto Europe), 

Stephanie Reinert (BK Giulini), Ginevra Rosso (Soremartec Italia), Elia Tess (Università di Udine) 

Attending via web-streaming: 

Elena Cogalniceanu (EAS Strategies), Giulia Cosenza (ENSA), Stefanie Geiser (EAS Strategies), 

Costanza Giubboni (Kellen Company), Maryse Herve (EU Specialty Food Ingredients), Frances 

Hunt (International Sweeteners Association), Frédéric Martens (Prayon), Evangelia Mavromichali 

(Specialised Nutrition Europe), Sue Ohagan (PepsiCo International), Foteini Pavli (Malta Dairy 

Products), Stefan Ronsmans (Coca-Cola Services NV), Reinhard Roth (BASF), Roberta Rufo 

(Telespazio France), Cindy Van Bommel (RB/Mead Johnson) 

OPEN SESSION 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants in the meeting. Apologies were received from Trine Husøy and 

Agneta Oskarsson for the whole length of the meeting.  

 

A tour de table followed the Chair’s welcome to enable the participants physically attending the plenary 

meeting to introduce themselves. 

2. Guidelines for observers attending the open session4 

The Scientific Panel coordinator presented the rules for observers to be followed during and after the 

open plenary meeting. Observers were given the possibility to send questions when submitting their 

registration and these questions would be answered in a dedicated session at the meeting. 

Observers were also informed that the Chair would grant opportunity for additional questions at the 

end of each discussion topic. 

3. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

4. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence5 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management6, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

                                       
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/observersguidelines.pdf 
5
 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  

6
 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/observersguidelines.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

5. Agreement of the minutes of the 5th Plenary meeting held on 29-31 

January 2019, Parma  

The minutes of the 5th Plenary meeting held on 29-31 January were agreed by written procedure on 

19 February 20197. 

6. Report on written procedures since 5th Plenary meeting 

No scientific outputs were adopted by written procedure since the last plenary meeting. 

7. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

7.1. Re-evaluation of phosphoric acid, phosphates, di-, tri- and 

polyphosphates (E 338-341; E 343; E 450-452) (EFSA-Q-2011-00532; 
EFSA-Q-2011-00533; EFSA-Q-2011-00534; EFSA-Q-2011-00535; EFSA-Q-

2011-00536; EFSA-Q-2011-00537; EFSA-Q-2011-00538; EFSA-Q-2011-
00539; EFSA-Q-2011-00540; EFSA-Q-2011-00541; EFSA-Q-2011-00542; 
EFSA-Q-2011-00543; EFSA-Q-2011-00618; EFSA-Q-2011-00619; EFSA-Q-

2011-00620; EFSA-Q-2011-00621; EFSA-Q-2011-00622; EFSA-Q-2011-
00623; EFSA-Q-2011-00624; EFSA-Q-2011-00625; EFSA-Q-2011-00626; 

EFSA-Q-2011-00628; EFSA-Q-2011-00629; EFSA-Q-2011-00630; EFSA-Q-
2018-00597) 

Further to previous discussions on the re-evaluation of phosphoric acid, phosphates, di-, tri- 

and polyphosphates (E 338-341; E 343; E 450-452) when used as food additives, the Panel 

was provided with feedback from the discussion held at the last meeting of the EFSA 

Scientific Committee (SC) in February 2019 with respect to the advice sought on the 

derivation of health-based guidance values (HBGV) for food additives that are also 

nutrients.  

The SC had advised that, for the specific case of phosphates as food additives the HBGV to 

be derived by the FAF Panel on the basis of the available data should be expressed as an 

Acceptable Daily Intake (ADI). More in general, the SC had also proposed to develop a 

statement to clarify how to perform risk assessment for substances that are food additives 

and nutrients. 

Based on the advice received from SC, at the current plenary meeting, the Panel was 

presented with a revised draft scientific opinion. 

The Panel discussed the different parts of the assessment and unanimously adopted the 

opinion, subject to incorporation of changes as suggested during the meeting. 

The full opinion will be available on the Authority’s webpage. 

                                       
7 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/190129-m.pdf 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00532
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00533
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00534
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00535
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00536
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00536
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00537
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00538
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00539
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00539
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00540
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00541
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00542
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00543
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00618
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00619
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00620
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00620
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00621
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00622
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00623
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00623
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00624
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00625
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00626
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00628
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00629
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00630
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00597
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00597
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/190129-m.pdf
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7.2. Re-evaluation of sweeteners:  Sorbitols (E 420 i,ii); Mannitol (E 421 i, 

ii); Acesulfame K (E 950); Isomalt (E 953); Sucralose (E 955); Thaumatin 
(E 957); Neohesperidine DC (E 959); Aspartame acesulfame salt (E 962); 
Lactitol (E 966); Xylitol (E 967); Erythritol (E 968); Cyclamates (E 952 i, ii, 

iii); Saccharin Na, Ca, K (E 954 i, ii, iii, iv); Neotame (E 961); Maltitol (E 965 
i, ii) (EFSA-Q-2011-00644; EFSA-Q-2011-00645); (EFSA-Q-2011-00646; 

EFSA-Q-011-00647); (EFSA-Q-2011-00721); (EFSA-Q-2011-00723); (EFSA-
Q-2011-00724); (EFSA-Q-2011-00725); (EFSA-Q-2011-00726); (EFSA-Q-
2011-00727); (EFSA-Q-2011-00728); (EFSA-Q-2011-00729); (EFSA-Q-

2011-00730); (EFSA-Q-2011-00733; EFSA-Q-2011-00734; EFSA-Q-2011-
00735); (EFSA-Q-2011-00736; EFSA-Q-2011-00737; EFSA-Q-2011-00738; 

EFSA-Q-2011-00739); (EFSA-Q-2011-00740) (EFSA-Q-2011-00755; EFSA-
Q-2017-00490) 

The Panel was presented with an update on the ongoing assessment of sweeteners 

conducted in the context of Regulation (EC) No 257/2010, a group of 15 food additives to 

be re-evaluated by 31 December 2020.  

The Chair of the Panel, who is also the Chair of the Working Group on the re-evaluation of 

sweeteners presented an overview of the different activities performed so far, including the 

development of a protocol for the approach that will be followed for the assessment of these 

substances.  

It was explained that the initial phase of gathering data through the public calls has now 

been completed and EFSA is in the process of compiling the information received in 

response to the call for technical, biological and toxicological data and on occurrence data. 

The Panel was informed that good progress has been made on the assessment of the 

information submitted by interested parties and related to the technical part of the scientific 

opinions, for which a preliminary assessment has been done by the Working Group. As a 

follow-up of this preliminary review, EFSA will be shortly issuing requests for clarification to 

the interested parties on certain aspects pertaining to the identity of the substances, 

manufacturing process, stability and reaction and fate in food.  

With respect to the biological and toxicological data, it was explained that a large amount of 

information has been submitted to EFSA by interested parties in response to the public call 

for nearly all the substances to be re-evaluated. The data received are currently being 

compiled prior to their screening for relevance and inclusion for review in the safety 

assessment. The data received in response to the public call will be complemented by 

literature searches covering the period since the last evaluation of the substance by either 

EFSA or the Scientific Committee on Food (SCF), as foreseen by Regulation (EC) No 

257/2010.  

The protocol that is being developed is aimed at defining the criteria that will be used for 

the screening of the data, the elements that will be considered for the appraisal of the 

evidence and how it will be synthesised. The protocol will be common to all sweeteners and 

is intended to be iterative and open to any adjustment that may be deemed necessary 

during the course of the assessment. 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00644
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00645
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00646
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00647
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00721
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00723
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00724
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00724
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00725
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00726
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00727
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00727
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00728
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00729
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00730
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00730
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00733
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00734
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00735
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00735
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00736
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00737
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00738
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00739
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00740
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00755
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00490
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00490
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In parallel, a strategy for performing the exposure assessment is also being discussed by 

the Working Group, building on the existing approach used so far for refining exposure to 

food additives under re-evaluation8.  

D Arcella (DATA Unit) presented an overview of the analytical data and usage levels 

reported to EFSA in response to the call for data. They amount to nearly 90,000 analytical 

results (plus additional 4,000 still pending) and more than 2,000 usage levels. It was 

however acknowledged the very high percentage of analytical results below the limit of 

quantification/detection.  

The Panel was also informed about the planned update of the EFSA Comprehensive 

European Food Consumption Database with the inclusion of data from the most recent 

dietary surveys conducted under the frame of the EU Menu project. The collection of this 

data is based on a harmonised methodology, such as the use of FoodEx2 classification and 

description system and facets (e.g. sugars-related and energy-related information) which 

may be particularly relevant for performing refined exposure estimates for this group of 

food additives.  

While the existing approach may be still applicable and relevant for the exposure 

assessment of polyols, the Panel acknowledged that some changes to the approach may be 

needed in the case of intense sweeteners. The Working Group will continue developing a 

proposal for a revised approach applicable to the exposure assessment, which should also 

undergo public consultation prior to its finalisation prior to implementation. 

Also in the case of the protocol for the overall risk assessment it is envisaged that the 

Working Group will elaborate further a draft document, to be submitted to the FAF Panel for 

endorsement at a coming plenary meeting, and to be followed by a period of public 

consultation before its finalisation prior to implementation. 

  

7.3. Re-evaluation of tartaric acid-tartrates (E 334-337, 354) (EFSA-Q-
2011-00612; EFSA-Q-2011-00613; EFSA-Q-2011-00614; EFSA-Q-2011-

00615; EFSA-Q-2011-00616; EFSA-Q-2011-00617; EFSA-Q-2011-00637)  

Further to the previous discussion held at the plenary meeting in December 2018, the FAF 

Panel was presented a revised draft scientific opinion on tartaric acid (E 334), sodium (E 

335), potassium (E 336), potassium sodium (E 337) and calcium tartrate (E 354) as food 

additives. The assessment on the technical part is still under preparation, pending receipt of 

additional information that has been requested from interested parties. 

At the current plenary meeting, the Panel discussed the biological and toxicological sections 

of the draft opinion and the exposure assessment. The Panel also endorsed the proposed 

approach for the derivation of a group ADI using a chemical specific uncertainty factor for 

tartaric acid-tartrates, lower than the usual default uncertainty factor of 100. This approach 

was supported by robust data showing lower internal exposure in humans compared to the 

rat.  

On the basis of the comments received during the current plenary meeting, and the awaited 

additional information to be provided by interested parties, the draft opinion will be further 

elaborated by the Working Group and will be tabled for possible adoption at a forthcoming 

Plenary meeting. 

 

                                       
8 https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2017.5042  

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00612
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00612
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00613
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00614
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00615
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00615
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00616
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00617
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00637
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2017.5042


 
 

6 

 

7.4. Re-evaluation of hydrochloric acid and chlorides (E 507-509; E 511)  
(EFSA-Q-2011-00657; EFSA-Q-2011-00658; EFSA-Q-2011-00659; EFSA-Q-

2011-00660) 

The FAF Panel was presented with a revised draft scientific opinion on hydrochloric acid and 

chlorides (E 507-509; E 511) as food additives, further elaborated by the Working Group on 

the basis of the comments received during the previous discussion held at the plenary 

meeting in January 2019.   

At the current plenary meeting, the Panel discussed and endorsed the biological and 

toxicological sections of the draft opinion. The Panel also endorsed the proposed approach 

for no derivation of a numerical ADI.  

The Panel was also informed that a draft opinion on Dietary Reference Values for chloride 

had been endorsed by the EFSA Panel on Nutrition, Novel Foods and Food Allergens (NDA) 

for public consultation9. The draft opinion from the NDA Panel was not yet published at the 

moment of the current discussion and therefore the Panel considered appropriate to 

postpone adoption of the scientific opinion on the re-evaluation of hydrochloric acid and 

chlorides as food additives until after the Working Group had the opportunity to review the 

NDA Panel draft opinion on chloride. 

The draft opinion on hydrochloric acid and chlorides will be further elaborated by the 

Working Group and will be tabled for possible adoption at a forthcoming Plenary meeting. 

 

7.5. FGE.70Rev1 (EFSA-Q-2018-00648; EFSA-Q-2018-00652; EFSA-Q-
2018-00653; EFSA-Q-2018-00654; EFSA-Q-2018-00655; EFSA-Q-2018-

00656; EFSA-Q-2018-00657; EFSA-Q-2018-00658; EFSA-Q-2018-00659; 
EFSA-Q-2018-00660; EFSA-Q-2018-00661; EFSA-Q-2018-00662; EFSA-Q-
2018-00663; EFSA-Q-2018-00664; EFSA-Q-2018-00665; EFSA-Q-2018-

00666; EFSA-Q-2018-00844; EFSA-Q-2018-00845; EFSA-Q-2018-00846; 
EFSA-Q-2018-00847; EFSA-Q-2018-00848; EFSA-Q-2018-00849) 

In accordance with the procedure for the evaluation of flavouring substances, and further to 

the completion of the genotoxicity assessment for the substances included in FGE.200 Rev 1 

and FGE.203 Rev 2, the Panel was presented for the first time with the draft opinion on 

FGE.70 Rev 1.  

The Panel discussed the draft opinion, which will be further elaborated by the Working Group 

on the basis of the comments received during the current plenary meeting.  

A revised draft opinion will be tabled for possible adoption at a forthcoming Plenary meeting. 

8. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, EFSA, the 

European Commission 

8.1. Scientific Committee and Scientific Panel(s) including their Working 
Groups 

8.1.1. EFSA Scientific Committee  

                                       
9 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/190403-0 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00657
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00658
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00659
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00660
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00660
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00648
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00652
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00653
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00653
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00654
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00655
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00656
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00656
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00657
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00658
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00659
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-0060
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00661
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00662
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00663
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00663
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00664
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00665
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00666
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00666
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00844
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00845
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00846
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00847
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00848
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00849
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/190403-0
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In addition to what was already discussed under agenda item 7.1, the Chair of the Panel 

reported back from the 92nd Scientific Committee meeting held in Parma on 19-21 

February 201910. 

8.1.2. FAF WG Food Additives Applications 

No additional issues were brought to the attention of the FAF Panel further to what is 

already recorded in the minutes of the WG. 

8.1.3. FAF WG on the re-evaluation of miscellaneous food additives 

No additional issues were brought to the attention of the FAF Panel further to what is 

already recorded in the minutes of the WG. 

8.1.4. FAF WG on Phosphates 

This WG has completed its mandate and therefore will be closed after the publication of 

the scientific opinion (see agenda point 7.1).  

8.1.5. FAF WG on the re-evaluation of food additives permitted in foods for   
infants below 16 weeks of age 

No additional issues were brought to the attention of the FAF Panel further to what is 

already recorded in the minutes of the WG. 

8.1.6. FAF WG on the re-evaluation of remaining food additives other than 
colours and sweeteners 

No additional issues were brought to the attention of the FAF Panel further to what is 

already recorded in the minutes of the WG. 

8.1.7. FAF WG on Sweeteners 

No additional issues were brought to the attention of the FAF Panel further to what is 

already recorded in the minutes of the WG. 

8.1.8. FAF WG on Flavourings 

No additional issues were brought to the attention of the FAF Panel further to what is 

already recorded in the minutes of the WG. 

8.1.9. FAF WG on Specifications of Food Additives 

No additional issues were brought to the attention of the FAF Panel further to what is 

already recorded in the minutes of the WG. 

8.2. EFSA including its Working Groups/Task Forces 

No feedback provided. 

8.3. European Commission 

No feedback provided. 

 

                                       
10 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/190219-min.pdf 

 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/FAA_wg.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/re-eval-miscellaneus-wg-min.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/wg-foodadditivesinfants-m.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/fafwgRemainingFAs.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/sweeteners-m.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/wg_flavouringsFAF.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/wg-fafwgSpecificationsFAs.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/190219-min.pdf
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9. Questions from and answers to Observers (in application of the 

guidelines for Observers) 

The Chair opened the floor to any additional question from the observers attending the meeting. 

The Scientific Panel coordinator presented the questions received in advance to the current plenary 

and provided answers. 

• “If not published in the meantime, what is the EFSA 2019 programme for the re-evaluation of 

food additives?” 

The 2019 tentative programme for the re-evaluation of food additives has been published on 

the EFSA website and can be found at the following address: 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/foodaddtentativewp19.pdf 

• “The number of consumer's intoxications due to the presence of toxics plants in the final 

product is increasing. Is EFSA concerned by Datura contamination in agro-industry?” 

This question is not falling within the remit of the Panel on Food Additives and Flavourings. 

No other general questions were raised by the observers, in addition to some clarifications on the 

points discussed during the open session of the plenary. 

CLOSED SESSION 

7.6. FGE.501 Grill flavour concentrate (vegetable) (EFSA-Q-2015-00821) 

The Panel discussed the different parts of the assessment and unanimously adopted the 

opinion, subject to incorporation of changes as suggested during the meeting. 

The full opinion will be available on the Authority’s webpage. 

 

7.7. FGE.210Rev3 (EFSA-Q-2016-00308; EFSA-Q-2016-00309; EFSA-Q-
2016-00310; EFSA-Q-2016-00311; EFSA-Q-2016-00312) 

The Panel discussed the different parts of the assessment and unanimously adopted the 

opinion, subject to incorporation of changes as suggested during the meeting. 

The full opinion will be available on the Authority’s webpage. 

10. New Mandates 

10.1. Food Additives 

10.1.1. Request for EFSA to perform a risk assessment and to provide a 

scientific opinion on the safety in use of Glucosylated steviol glycosides 
as a food additive (M-2019-0027) 

This mandate covers a request for assessment of an application for a proposed new food 

additive, glucosylated steviol glycosides (EFSA-Q-2019-00062).  

The new application has been considered valid by EFSA and therefore the risk 

assessment has started on 26 March 2019. The Panel agreed that the preparatory work 

for this assessment will be carried out by the existing WG Food additives applications. 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/foodaddtentativewp19.pdf
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2015-00821
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00308
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00309
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00310
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00310
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00311
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00312
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2019-00062
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The Panel noted that in 2018 the ANS Panel had already issued a scientific opinion on 

glucosylated steviol glycosides11. 

 

10.1.2. Request for EFSA's scientific opinion as regards a proposed 
amendment of the specifications of the food additive Steviol glycosides 

(E 960) (M-2019-0028) 

This mandate covers a request for assessment of an application for a proposed 

amendment of the specifications of the authorised food additive steviol glycosides 

(E 960) (EFSA-Q-2019-00063).  

The new application has been considered valid by EFSA and therefore the risk 

assessment has started on 26 March 2019. The Panel agreed that the preparatory work 

for this assessment will be carried out by the existing WG Food additives applications. 

The Panel noted that in 2018 the ANS Panel had already issued a scientific opinion as 

regards a proposed amendment of the specifications of the food additive Steviol 

glycosides (E 960)12 submitted by the same applicant. 

11. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion 

None 

12. Any other business 

None 

                                       
11

 https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2018.5181  

12 https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2018.5236  

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2019-00063
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2018.5181
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2018.5236

