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Participants

 Panel Members:

Paulien Adriaanse, Annette Aldrich, Philippe Berny, Tamara Coja, Sabine Duquesne, Anne
Louise Gimsing, Antonio Hernandez-Jerez, Marina Marinovich, Maurice Millet, Olavi Pelkonen,
Silvia Pieper, Aaldrik Tiktak, Christopher Topping, Anneli Widenfalk and Gerrit Wolterink.

 Hearing Experts:

Not Applicable

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives:

Karin Nienstedt

 EFSA:

Pesticide Peer Review Unit: Arianna Chiusolo, Federica Crivellente, Daniele Court Marques,
Mark Egsmose, Dimitra Kardassi, Iris Mangas, Manuela Tiramani.

Pesticide Residues Unit: Renata Leuschner, Luc Mohimont, José Tarazona.

1. Opening, apologies for absence and adoption of the draft agenda

The Chair of the Panel, Antonio Hernández-Jerez, welcomed the participants. Apologies were
received from Ioanna Tzoulaki.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with no amendments.
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3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Committee/Scientific Panel/
Members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by
the Panel members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Report on written procedures since (97th)Plenary meeting

No reports were available.

5. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and/or possible
adoption

5.1 Draft EFSA scientific report on the establishment of cumulative

assessment groups of pesticides for their effects on the thyroid (EFSA-Q-
2017-00436)

Luc presented the state of the art and the work done so far. The methodology defined by the Panel
was implemented since 2014. By end of June 2019 the final report on the cumulative risk for the
nervous system and the thyroid will be published.

A first draft of the EFSA scientific report under consideration was circulated to the Panel in January
and 3 members performed a scientific peer review on behalf of the Panel. The comments received
were used to produce a revised version.

The document was described highlighting the structure, including data and methodologies used. Also
the concept of Index compound was presented. A thorough analysis of uncertainties was presented,
as well as the use made of experts’ knowledge elicitation and of the weight of evidence approach.

The Panel endorsed the draft to proceed with the public consultation, expected to be back to the
Panel in June 2019.

5.2 Update on progress of WG on Scientific Statement on the coverage
of bats by the current pesticide risk assessment for birds and
mammals (EFSA-Q-2018-00615)

The preliminary results of the work were presented to the experts. Questions and clarifications
regarded the analysed database, as retrieved from literature.

In April an advanced draft will be presented to the Panel.

1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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5.3 Scientific opinion on health-based reference values for metabolites
of the active substance terbuthylazine (EFSA-Q-2018-00950)

The draft scientific opinion was presented with a particular focus on the terms of reference as
interpreted by the WG and the methodology followed to define the health based values. Also,
particular attention was paid to the uncertainty factors considered.

The experts have time until 18 February 2019 to comment the draft scientific opinion, which is
expected to be adopted by the Panel in the April meeting.

6. New Mandates

6.1 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel for developing Integrated
Approaches to Testing and assessment (IATA) case studies on
developmental neurotoxicity (DNT) risk assessment (Proposal for
the Working Group composition based on the expertise required)

The background of the mandate was explained, as well as the aim of the activity.

Antonio Hernandez was nominated as chair of the working group.

The experts discussed the identified areas of expertise needed to cope with the request of the
mandate, including, amongst others, alternative testing methods and uncertainty assessment.

The horizontal nature of the work was highlighted.

7. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, EFSA,
the European Commission

7.1 Request of an opinion on the genotoxic potential of triazine amine
(metabolite common to several sulfonylurea active substances)
(EFSA-Q-2018-00830). Update following meeting SC WG
Genotoxicity

The state of the art of the activity was presented. It was agreed to seek for advice from SCER SWG
on genotoxicity and thus no ad-hoc WG needs to be created. The feedback will be discussed in the
PPR Panel plenary in April, after a commenting via written procedure, and finally in June for possible
adoption.

7.2 Updates from European Commission (DG SANTE E.4)

The work of the PPR Panel is of extreme importance for the EC. Though the focus of the decision
making as regards active substances used in PPPs is on the peer review, the work of the Panel is
feeding in to this. All the decision-making at Standing Committee as regards approval/non approval
or renewal/non-renewal of active substances are based on the EFSA conclusions which are
ultimately based on guidance documents.

The activities performed in the DG SANTE unit E4 were presented.
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The ongoing topics are related to the assessment of endocrine disruptors, the definition of protection
goals, the assessment of metals in the environment, low risk plant protection products and
microorganisms. For these activities EC is intending – as usual - to involve MSs and EFSA.

In the next months it is expected to have more targeted questions on specific issues, specifically or
generally related to the EFSA conclusions.

The consideration of risk mitigation measures in the decision making was one the aspects discussed
last year by MSs, EC and EFSA.

The experts expressed their interest in the activities, in particular on the need of protection goals
(e.g. missing for the groundwater and surface water) and on the need of revising some guidance
documents.

The importance of protection goals addressing MSs needs (different landscape scenarios) was raised
by the experts.

7.3 Involvement of the PPR panel in the assessment of active
substances under Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. Follow-up

Postponed due to the lack of time.

7.4 Update from the Pesticide Residues Unit on the proposal for
establishing a permanent PPR Panel WG on Pesticides Residues

The proposal is to establish a PPR Panel WG (SWG) for pesticide residues to provide a possibility to
increase the support and contribution from the PPR Panel to the business as usual activities lead by
the Pesticide Residues Unit.

The SWG would support pesticide residue related assessment processes under Regulation (EC) No
395/2005 and under Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 covering for example MRL reasoned opinions, the
residues section of the EFSA Conclusions on Pesticides, and other scientific outputs including the
annual reports.

Objectives: provide advice, within a very short timeframe, to ad-hoc questions identified by the unit
during the different business as usual processes. The advice will be reported in the minutes, in
response to the question formulated by the unit, and then used by the unit in the finalisation of the
MRL Reasoned Opinion or the Conclusion.

It was made clear that the internal agreement of this new mandate is delayed because of
administrative issues, however the activity will start after the decision taken today by the experts.

The procedural aspects of the activity were discussed and clarification given: this WG will be tasked
directly by the Pesticide Residues Unit on an ad-hoc basis and will exercise directly the advisory
capacity of the Panel and deliver replies to the questions it will receive in the minutes of the
meetings, which will be used and incorporated directly in the EFSA outputs prepared by the Pesticide
Residues Unit, with acknowledgment of the authors in the final outputs. Depending on the topic, the
answer of the WG might need to be endorsed by the Panel.

The Panel agreed with proposed areas of expertise needed.

The PPR Panel nominated Anneli Widenfalk as Chair of the Working group, who will discuss with
EFSA additional details.

Two experts expressed their interest to be member of the WG. Other Panel members can express
their interest by 21 Feb 2019.
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8 Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion

8.1 Prioritised and envisioned activities related to methodological
development in the area of plant protection product. Follow-up

The secretariat circulated a compilation of all expression of interest in the activities related to
methodological development which are either prioritised in 2019 or envisioned at longer term.

The Panel expressed concerns on the fact that no mandate has been prioritised in 2019 in the area
of environmental risk assessment, despite its multiple recommendations for methodological
development in this field, and fears a gap between the current risk assessment practices and the
current science.

9 Any other business

None.


