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Participants

• Panel Members:

Margherita Bignami1, Kevin Chipman, Jesus Del Mazo, Bettina Grasl-
Kraupp2, Christer Hogstrand2, Ron Hoogenboom, Jean-Charles
Leblanc1, Carlo Nebbia2, Elsa Nielsen, Evangelia Ntzani, Annette
Petersen, Salomon Sand, Dieter Schrenk, Tanja Schwerdtle, and
Christiane Vleminckx.

• Hearing Experts3:

Francesca Mancini (for Item 8.1)

• European Commission and/or Member States
representatives:

Frans Verstraete2

• EFSA:

• BIOCONTAM Unit:

Katleen Baert, Marco Binaglia, Ernesto Liebana Criado, Karen
Mackay, Luisa Ramos Bordajandi, Marijke Schutte and Hans
Steinkellner.

1 Attendance by audio-conference.
2 Attendance on 25-26 September only.
3 As defined in Article 11 of the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations of Interest:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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• DATA Unit:

Zsuzsanna Horvath (for item 8.1.), Francesca Riolo and Petra
Gergelova (for item 8.2).

• SCER Unit:

Caroline Merten and Raquel Garcia Matas (for item 12)

• Observers:

Not applicable

• Others:

Not applicable

1.Welcome

The Chair of the CONTAM Panel welcomed the participants.

2.Apologies for absence

Laurent Bodin and Heather Wallace (CONTAM Panel), Veerle
Vanheusden (European Commission, DG Health and Food Safety, unit
E2) and Marina Marini (European Commission, DG Health and Food
Safety, unit D1).

3.Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

4.Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific
Decision-Making Processes4 and the Decision of the Executive Director
on Declarations of Interest5, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of
Interest and the Specific Declarations of Interest filled in by the
Scientific Panel Members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts
of Interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting had been
identified during the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of
Interest at the beginning of this meeting.

4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
5 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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5.Agreement of the minutes of the 93rd Plenary meeting held on
4-5 July 2018

The minutes of the 93rd Plenary meeting held on 4 and 5 July 2018
were agreed on 20 July 2018.

6.Report on written procedures since 93rd Plenary meeting

The following requests from the European Commission were discussed
by written procedure:
• Request from the European Commission to EFSA for a scientific

opinion on the risks on public health related to the presence of
aflatoxins in food (EFSA-Q-2018-00698)6.

• Request for an update of the Scientific Opinion on the risks for
public health related to the presence of ochratoxin A in food (EFSA-
Q-2018-00699)7.

The Panel agreed to establish two ad hoc WG to develop the requested
opinions. Following consultation with the Panel secretariat, the Panel
Chair nominated Heather Wallace as Chair of the WG on Aflatoxins in
food and Margherita Bignami as Chair of the WG on Ochratoxin A in
food.

7.New mandates

The CONTAM Team Leader presented to the Panel the following new
mandates received from the European Commission:

• Request for a Scientific Opinion on the risks for animal health
related to the presence of nitrites and nitrates in feed8

• Request for a report on the toxicity of calystegines (EFSA-Q-
2018-00700)9

• Request for an acute human exposure assessment to Δ9-
tetrahydrocannabinol (Δ9-THC)8

• Request for a report on the available occurrence data on nickel in
feed and to provide estimates of animal exposure (EFSA-Q-2018-
00730)10

A proposal for the mandate on nitrites and nitrates in feed will be
issued as soon as possible by the Panel secretariat. The other reports
will be drafted by EFSA staff and presented to the CONTAM Panel for
possible endorsement.

6
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00698

7
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00699

8 Question number to be assigned.
9

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00176
10

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00730
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8. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion (WG chairs, EFSA)

8.1. Scientific Opinion on the human health risks related to the
presence of hydrocyanic acid in foods other than raw apricot
kernels (EFSA-Q-2016-00802)11

The Chair of the WG on HCN in food introduced the on-going mandate
and the approach to risk assessment for the opinion. A series of
changes had been introduced in the draft opinion reflecting the
discussions of the opinion at the 93rd Panel Plenary meeting. Major
changes had been made in the section of repeated dose toxicity and
genotoxicity. The CONTAM Panel endorsed the sections on food
processing, toxicokinetics, toxicity and derivation of Health-Based
Guidance Value. The approach to take for the exposure assessment was
presented and agreed by the Panel. Updates of this section have also
been requested by the Panel together with a series of minor changes
throughout the opinion. It was agreed that the opinion should be tabled
for endorsement for public consultation at the 95th Plenary meeting.
The Panel also agreed to change the title of the opinion to “Scientific
Opinion on the human health risks related to the presence of
cyanogenic glycosides in foods other than raw apricot kernels”.

8.2. Scientific opinion on the risk to human health related to the
presence of perfluoroalkylated substances, other than
perfluorooctane sulfonate and perfluorooctanoic acid, in food
(EFSA-Q-2017-00549)12

The Chair of the WG on PFASs in food presented, for discussion and
possible endorsement, the sections of the draft opinion related to
chemistry, methods of analysis, production & use, environmental fate
and toxicokinetics in experimental animals. The CONTAM Panel
endorsed these sections subject to incorporation of minor changes as
suggested during the meeting. The sections on human biomonitoring,
acute and repeated toxicity in experimental animals were discussed. In
addition, an overview of the available occurrence data and the possible
approach for the dietary exposure assessment were given. The
feedback given by the CONTAM Panel will be taken into account and
these sections will be discussed again at a subsequent CONTAM Panel
meeting.

9. Overview of the impact of updated BMD guidance in the HBGVs
previously established by the CONTAM Panel

A presentation was given on the traineeship project to analyze the
impact of the updated guidance on Benchmark Dose in chemical risk

11
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00802

12
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00549
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assessment, published in 2017, on the Health Based Guidance Values
(HBGV) established previously by the CONTAM Panel. The analysis
identified several differences, which could be considered further by the
Panel to evaluate whether a change in HBGV would be needed and the
impact of this change in the conclusions of the risk assessment.

10. Update on the scientific opinion on PFOA and PFOS in food.
Report from the meeting on scientific diverging views

The Scientific Officer coordinating the WG on PFAS in food summarised
the outcome of the divergence meeting that took place between EFSA,
ECHA, the Danish EPA, RIVM and BfR. An overview of the different
positions of the participants was given. The points from the divergence
meeting will be incorporated into a joint meeting report which will be
agreed with the meeting participants, before being published, together
with the scientific opinion.

11. Correction of the CONTAM Panel Statement on the risks for
human health related to the presence of pyrrolizidine alkaloids
in honey, tea, herbal infusions and food supplements
Pyrrolizidine alkaloids.

An erratum was found in the 2017 statement of the CONTAM Panel on
the human health risks related to the presence of pyrrolizidine alkaloids
in tea, herbal infusions and honey. The error has implications on the
conclusion on acute risks. The proposed corrections were presented to
the CONTAM Panel and a revised version of the statement will be
distributed for approval by written procedure.

12. Presentation of the Panel training on the EFSA guidance on
uncertainty analysis

A presentation on a training organized for the EFSA Scientific Panels on
the implementation of the new EFSA Guidance on uncertainty analysis
in scientific assessment. The CONTAM Panel Members Ron
Hoogenboom, Salomon Sand and Annette Petersen agreed to prepare
the study cases to be used in the training.

13. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels,
EFSA, the European Commission

13.1. European Commission

The European Commission representative gave an extensive overview
on the discussions on possible implementation of risk management
measures held in recent meetings of DG SANTE Working Groups on
contaminants. In particular, the Panel was updated on the possible risk
management measure proposed for erucic acid, esters of 3-
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monochloropropane diol and perchlorate. An overview on the status of
other activities of the European Commission in relation to the scientific
opinions adopted by the CONTAM Panel was also provided.

13.2. CONTAM Panel Working Groups

13.2.1. Update from WG on Dioxins in food and feed

See item 13.3.3.

13.2.2. Update from WG on Perfluoroalkylated substances in
food

See items 8.2. and 10.

13.2.3. Update from Standing WG on feed detoxification

No activity currently on-going.

13.2.4. Update from WG on Hydrocyanic acid in food

See item 8.1.

13.2.5. Update from WG on Chlorinated paraffins

The WG Chair updated the Panel on the approach followed by the WG.
The draft opinion will be presented for first reading at the 95th CONTAM
Panel meeting.

13.2.6. Update from the WG on Glycoalkaloids in food and feed

The WG Chair updated the Panel on the approach followed by the WG.
The Panel was asked to provide its view on various aspects of the
approach to take for the assessment. The draft opinion will be
presented for first reading at the 96th CONTAM Panel meeting.

13.2.7. Update from WG on Quinolizidine alkaloids in food and
feed

The Chair of the WG informed that the work is progressing well.

13.3. EFSA

13.3.1. Advisory Forum

The CONTAM Team Leader informed the Panel that at the 69th meeting
of the EFSA advisory forum, held on 17 September 2018, a
presentation was given on the forthcoming Informative Session on the
CONTAM Panel opinion on dioxins and dioxin-like polychlorinated
biphenyls. Additional information on this meeting is available in the
EFSA website13.

13 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180917



7

13.3.2. Management Board

The CONTAM Team Leader informed that the 78th meeting of the EFSA
Management Board will take place on 10 October 2018. Additional
information on this meeting is available in the EFSA website14.

13.3.3. Other

The CONTAM Team Leader informed the Panel that the possibility to
issue public consultations will be considered as a default for all the
future opinions of the CONTAM Panel.

The dates of the future CONTAM Panel meeting were reminded:

• 95th meeting: 14-15 November 2018;
• 96th meeting: 29-31 January 2019;
• 97th meeting: 18-20 March 2019;
• 98th meeting: 14-16 May 2019;
• 99th meeting: 9-11 July 2019;
• 100th meeting: 24-26 September 2019;
• 101st meeting: 26-28 November 2019.

13.4. Scientific Committee and Scientific Panel(s) including their
Working Groups

The CONTAM Panel Chair highlighted the main items discussed at the
90th meeting of the EFSA Scientific Committee, held on 17 September
2018. In particular the Scientific Committee endorsed for public
consultation the draft opinion on the Threshold of Toxicological Concern
(TTC) approach and discussed the programme for the period 2018-
2021.

14. Any other business

Not applicable.

14 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/181010


