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 (Agreed on 5 October 2018) 

 

Participants 

 Scientific Committee Members: 

Simon More, Vasileios Bampidis, Diane Benford, Claude Bragard, 

Thorhallur Halldorsson, Antonio Hernandez-Jerez, Susanne 
Hougaard-Bennekou, Soren Saxmose Nielsen, Nils Rostoks, Josef 

Schlatter, Dieter Schrenk, Vittorio Silano, Dominique Turck and 
Maged Younes.  

 Hearing experts1: Heather Wallace (for agenda item 4.1) 

 European Commission: Marina Marini (DG SANTE DDG2.D.1)  

 EFSA: 

- EXECUTIVE Directorate: Bernhard Url, Marta Hugas, Hans 
Verhagen 

- RASA Department: Juliane Kleiner  

- REPRO Department: Guilhem de Seze 

- SCER Unit: Tobin Robinson, Daniela Maurici, Ana Afonso, 
Bernard Bottex, Jean-Lou Dorne, Andrea Gervelmeyer, Georges 

Kass, Djien Liem, Angelo Maggiore, Caroline Merten, Reinhilde 
Schoonjans, Raquel Garcia Matas, Alexandre Nougadere 

  

                                       
1 As defined in Article 11 of the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations of Interest: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf.  

 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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1. Welcome and adoption of the agenda 

Tobin Robinson welcomed the participants. Apologies were received 

from Hanspeter Naegli (GMO Panel, replaced by Nils Rostoks), Jos 
Boesten and Kostas Koutsoumanis (BIOHAZ Panel). The agenda was 

adopted without changes.  

 

2. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Committee Members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific 

Decision-Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director 
implementing this Policy regarding Declarations of Interests3, EFSA 

screened the Annual Declaration of Interest filled in by the experts 
invited for the present meeting. No conflicts of interests related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting were identified during the screening 
process.  

No additional interests were declared at the meeting. 

 

3. Election of the Chair and vice chairs of the EFSA Scientific 

Committee 

Prof. Simon More was elected as the Chair for the mandate 2018-2021. 

Dr. Diane Benford and Dr. Susanne Hougaard-Bennekou were elected 
as vice-chairs for the mandate 2018-2021. 

 

4. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and/or possible 

adoption 

4.1 Draft guidance on the use of the TTC approach: for 

discussion and possible endorsement for public 
consultation  (EFSA-Q-2017-00469) 

Heather Wallace, chair of the working group, presented the draft 
guidance on the use of the Threshold of Toxicological Concern (TTC) 

approach.  

The draft guidance provides clear step-by-step instruction for use of the 

TTC approach, defining inclusion and exclusion criteria and explaining 

the use of the TTC decision tree. It has been developed to provide 
practical help in the appropriate use of the TTC approach taking into 

account updated scientific information. Applicability in several areas in 
the EFSA’s remit, like food flavouring substances, impurities, 

metabolites and degradation products of food additives, metabolites 
and degradation products of plant protection products, is discussed. 

                                       
2http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00469
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf
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The Scientific Committee endorsed the draft guidance for public 

consultation, provided that the comments received during the plenary 
are addressed. The public consultation will be probably launched in 

November. Finalisation of the guidance is expected in the beginning of 
2019.  

 

5. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, 

EFSA, the European Commission 

5.1 Feedback from the Scientific Committee and its Working 
Groups 

5.1a The future of guidance development and the work programme of 
the Scientific Committee 2018-2021. 

Tobin Robinson, head of the Scientific Committee and Emerging Risks 
(SCER) Unit, highlighted the difficulty in correctly implementing a large 

and increasing number of guidance documents. EFSA is therefore 
moving from new guidance development to better implementation of 

the existing guidance. Tobin presented the activities carried over from 
the previous Committee and proposals for new activities. 

Among the former, he indicated the activities related to safety 
assessment of botanicals and botanical preparations, the framework on 

multiple stressors in bees, the guidance on harmonised methodologies 
for human health, animal health and ecological risk assessment of 

combined exposure to multiple chemicals, the revision of the guidance 

on the Threshold of Toxicological Concern approach. As for the cross-
cutting working groups (WGs), activities will continue to support the 

implementation of the benchmark dose approach and to provide advice 
on specific issues related to genotoxicity assessment. The mandate of 

all these Scientific Committee WGs will be discussed at the next plenary 
to see if revision of the terms of reference is needed. Availability of the 

chairs will also be confirmed or if needed, a new chair will be 
nominated. . 

Among the activities to be initiated, new working groups are foreseen 
for appraising evidence from scientific studies (including epidemiological 

studies), for additional work on non-monotonic dose-response, and for 
the creation of a WG to assess the consistency of cross cutting guidance 

with vertical guidance documents (guidance consistency group – GCG). 
An EC mandate on synthetic biology is under discussion and the SC 

may be asked to take responsibility for part of the work to be delivered. 

In relation to the self-task on evidence appraisal, the Scientific 
Committee is of the advice that there is urgent need for a guidance on  

the appraisal of epidemiological (observational) studies in relation to 
risk assessment. The Terms of Reference will need to be better 
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presented and discussed at the next SC plenary. Chairmanship of the 
new WGs will be discussed and confirmed at the next SC plenary in 

November. 
 

New cross-cutting WGs have been proposed for nanotechnologies and 
uncertainty assessment to support the implementation of the related 

guidance documents in the EFSA panels. These two WGs will be chaired 
by EFSA.  

 

5.1b Joint meeting of the Scientific Committee and the 
International Liaison group on Methods for Risk Assessment of 

Chemicals in Food (ILMERAC)  

 

ILMERAC is the International Liaison group on Methods for Risk 
Assessment of Chemicals in food.  Its members are representatives of 

governmental and intergovernmental food safety organisations and its 
activities are organised by a technical secretariat which is rotating 

among its members. The technical secretariat is currently provided by 
EFSA until 2020.  

The ILMERAC participants joint the Scientific Committee at the end of 
its meeting. Tobin Robinson presented the activities of the EFSA 

Scientific Committee, followed by Djien Liem, team leader of the 
Science Support team of the SCER Unit, who described the objectives of 

the ILMERAC group. The group will support the development of new risk 

assessment methods for chemicals in food, improve consistency of the 
methods used worldwide and facilitate global harmonisation in 

particular through mapping the existence of guidance documents and 
activities related to methods development, and by proposing priorities 

and action plans for international harmonisation to WHO, FAO and 
OECD.  

 
Two conference calls have been held so far, in February and June 2018. 

The first face-to-face meeting occurred on 17th September as a satellite 
meeting of the EFSA’s 3rd Scientific Conference (September 2018). 

 
A discussion followed on how to ensure an open and transparent 

interaction with the risk assessment community in order to drive toward 
harmonisation, consistency and alignment and reducing divergence and 

duplication of efforts. 

 
 

5.2 Feedback from the inauguration meeting and work plan of 
the panels (cross-cutting issues) 
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The Scientific Committee was presented with a request from the Unit on 
Food Ingredients and Packaging (FIP Unit) in relation to the cross 

cutting issue of assessment of aneugenicity. This issue was raised by 
the Panel of Food Flavourings and Additives (FAF) in the context of 

toxicological evaluation of flavourings. As the evaluation of possible 
aneugenicity of substances is a cross-cutting issue relevant to several 

Panels, it was suggested to ask the Scientific Committee an official 
advice (possibly via a statement) in order to agree on an harmonised 

approach.  

The SC agreed to prepare a statement clarifying the issue of 
aneugenicity assessment. Preparatory work should be done by the cross 

cutting WG genotoxicity. This activity will start in 2019 and be 
concluded hopefully by autumn 2019.  

 

6. Any other business 

- SC Open Plenary, 21-22 November 2018 

The SC was reminded that the next plenary will be a meeting open 

to observers and will therefore be web streamed. 

 

 

 

END OF MEETING 


