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Participants Plenary 12-13 September 

 

 Panel Members 

Julio Alvarez, Dominique Bicout, Paolo Calistri, Klaus Depner, Julian Ashley Drewe, Bruno 

Garin-Bastuji, Jose Luis Gonzales Rojas, Christian Gortazar Schmidt, Virginie Michel, 

Miguel Angel Miranda, Helen Roberts, Liisa Sihvonen, Hans Spoolder, Karl Stahl, Arvo 

Viltrop, Christoph Winckler 

 Hearing expert  

Andy Hart, Hans-Hermann Thulke 

 EFSA 

ALPHA UNIT: Laura Amato, Sotiria-Eleni Antoniou, Inma Aznar, Francesca Baldinelli, 

Alessandro Broglia, Denise Candiani, Sofie Dhollander, Andrey Gogin, Nikolaus Kriz, 

Frank Verdonck, Gabriele Zancanaro  

 EUROPEAN COMMISSION  

None 

 Observer physically attending the meeting 

Christian Quinet 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The chair welcomed the meeting participants. There were no apologies. 

 

2. Guidelines for observers attending the open plenary 

The chair explained the guidelines. 

3. Tour de table 

Panel members, EFSA staff, hearing experts and the observer briefly presented 

themselves. 

4. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 
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5. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel Members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Declarations of Interests (DoI), EFSA screened the 

Annual (ADoI) provided by the Panel Members for the present meeting. The Panel 

members were asked to confirm that no further interests had to be declared in the 

context of the agenda of the meeting. No conflict of interest has been identified. 

6. Agreement of the minutes of the 112th Plenary meeting held on 
04-05 July 2018, Parma, (Italy)  

The minutes of the previous plenary meeting have been adopted by written procedure. 

7. New MandatesArt 29 - Mandate on Rabbit Welfare (EFSA-Q-2018-
00594) 

The mandate on rabbit welfare, received upon request from the EU Parliament, was 

presented. Two scientific opinions will be developed: i) health and welfare of rabbit 

farmed in different production systems, including organic production systems; and ii) 

stunning and killing methods for rabbits. The Panel was informed that Christoph Winckler 

was proposed as a chair of the first opinion whereas Hans Spoolder for the second. The 

working group (WG) establishment is currently ongoing. For both opinions, various 

activities are planned including a literature review to update EFSA’s past opinions, and 

an expert knowledge elicitation (EKE). The EKEs will respectively aim at: i) defining the 

lists of hazards for the various management systems and the corresponding Animal 

Based Measures and ii) defining the list of hazards and indicators for the different 

stunning and killing methods. Deadlines are set for the end of 2019. 

8. Scientific outputs submitted for possible adoption  

None 

9. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion 

9.1. Art 31 - Mandate on Lumpy Skin Disease (EFSA-Q-2018-00289) 

The draft report on LSD was discussed, by presenting the most relevant 

comments provided by the Panel and showing how these were addressed. 

Clarifications were mainly provided about the section on methodology for the 

model settings, in particular about how the vaccination impact was included in the 

model, the graphs of the simulation have been improved from the graphical point 

of view to guarantee clarity, the section on diagnostic tests was clarified and 

number of tested animals specified. Inputs about the section on the role of 

vectors will be included after the Plenary. The comments provided by the EC were 

also presented to the Panel and discussed: these were mainly about improving 

the clarity of the results to be fully comprehensible to readers and risk managers, 

the proposal about adding a summary table for the surveillance scenarios was 

discussed, but it was considered risky if this would lead the reader to just focus 

on the fixed values of design prevalence and sample size, by losing details and 

explanation about each different context. Alternative suggestions will be further 

discussed inside the WG and with the EC.  

 

9.2. Data collection on animal diseases and surveillance (SIGMA) 

(EFSA-Q-2018-00080) 

The draft scientific report on the SIGMA data model was presented and the most 

relevant comments provided by the Panel were discussed or it was shown how 

these were addressed. Part of the comments will be addressed during the next 

WG meeting on the 15-16 October. The discussion was followed by a presentation 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00594
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00594
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00289
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00080
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given by EFSA on the state of the art regarding the feedback from the MSs in 

relation to: (i) the two online questionnaires aiming at collecting relevant 

information about the data flow and related responsibilities within each country; 

and (ii) the letter sent to the CVOs and DCVOs requesting the commitment of the 

veterinary authorities to work together to fully understand the data architecture 

in each Member State (MS) and the willingness to keep an effective link between 

national data and EFSA. Last, an overview of the project was given highlighting 

the achievements and the next steps. The attention of the Panel was drawn on 

the importance of disseminating the available information about the SIGMA 

initiative highlighting the potential advantages that the project will bring to the 

MSs, EFSA and the EC. 

 

9.3. Art 31 – Mandate on Low pathogenic avian influenza viruses of 

subtypes H5 and H7 via raw poultry meat and table eggs to poultry 

(EFSA-Q-2018-00571) 

The main comments received after submission of the draft report to the EC mid-

Aug were explained to the Panel and discussed. The risk pathways were revised 

to separate all probabilities and to clarify their description. It was confirmed that 

no matrices should be used to combine probabilities; instead rules are described 

how the combinations were done. The Panel will consider at a later stage whether 

further development of the methodology would be required to be better prepared 

in case urgent requests might come in the future. The uncertainty is assessed 

following the approach used in the scientific opinion that was published in 2017. 

The EFSA guidance on uncertainty is state of the art in the corresponding 

scientific field and international organisations should be made aware of its 

existence. The term ‘(non)-negligible’ will not be used again in future mandates 

as it is often used by risk managers. The description of the limitations of the 

report is considered very important since the work had to be done in a very short 

time period. The collaboration with the BIOCONTAM unit and the hearing experts 

representing international risk assessment bodies was acknowledged.   

10. Updates on ongoing mandates 

10.1. Art 31 – African Swine Fever (EFSA-Q-2018-00471 & EFSA-Q-
2018-00053) 

A short update was provided on the structure of the report, the activities of the 

WG on ASF and the upcoming workshop to discuss the preliminary results of the 

epidemiological analysis. An update was provided on the state of the art of the 

model which was outsourced through a procurement process. More in particular, 

a presentation was given on how the model will analyse the efficacy of wild boar 

management measures after a focal introduction of ASFV in an area far away 

from the epidemic front. 

 

10.2. Art. 31 - Scientific and technical assistance on avian influenza 

monitoring (EFSA-Q-2018-00269 & EFSA-Q-2018-00504) 

The Panel was informed on the main contents of the AI report V (occurrence of AI 

outbreaks within and outside Europe in birds and humans, mitigation measures 

and conclusions), the current status of the report and the next steps before 

publication (end of September). The feedback on the AI reports, received from 17 

out of the 27 MSs contacted, were presented to the Panel and discussed.     

 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00571
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00471
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00053
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00053
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00269
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00504
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10.3. Art. 31 - Scientific and technical assistance on avian influenza 

surveillance (EFSA-Q-2017-00829) 

The phases of the implementation of the Data Collection Framework (DCF) for 

Avian Influenza (AI), the submission process and the interface for submitting 

data were discussed at the meeting. The differences in the type of data that 

EFSA would like to get from MSs with respect to that submitted to the EC were 

also presented. During the meeting, comments received from MS representatives 

on the scientific draft report on ‘Reporting Avian Influenza surveillance’ were 

discussed. 

10.4. Art. 31 - Scientific and technical assistance on Echinococcus 

multilocularis infection in animals (EFSA-Q-2018-00456 & EFSA-Q-
2018-00455) 

A brief introduction on the activities related to the Echinococcus multilocularis 

mandate was given. EFSA presented the state of the art of the ongoing 

assessment for 2018. The work is in line with the scheduled deadlines and the 

scientific report will be published in October 2018. The sub-Network meeting on 

Echinococcus multilocularis will be held on the 21st September 2018. 

11. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, 

EFSA, the European Commission 

 

11.1. EFSA including its Working Groups /Task Forces 

BIOHAZ Panel scientific opinion on Salmonella control in poultry 

flocks (EFSA-Q-2017-00692) 

A brief overview on the status of the draft scientific opinion was provided, in 

particular regarding the ongoing literature review. The Panel will have the 

opportunity to review the sections within the AHAW remit when the WG has a 

draft text available.  

11.2. European Commission 

None 

12. Any other business 

12.1. Preparation of the AHAW-specific training session on uncertainty 

An AHAW-specific training on uncertainty will be organised adjacent to the 

November plenary. The objectives of the course will be (i) understanding, uptake 

and implementation of EFSA’s Guidance on Uncertainty and (ii) link theory to 

practice through two case studies. The selected case studies are the 2017 

scientific report on ASF covering the period September 2016-September 2017 

and the scientific opinion on the welfare risks related to the farming of sheep. 

The course will have lectures, practical sessions and exercises.    

12.2. Post plenary discussion on processes – Not included in the OPEN 

session 

The organisation of the panel meetings was discussed. The briefing notes are 

considered very relevant and will continue to contain information on the progress 

of all activities, even those that might not be discussed in plenary. The working 

practice related to sending draft outputs, providing comments and selection of 

comments for discussion during the plenary were clarified. Options for 

collaboration with other Panels were explored. The Panel was informed on the 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00829
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00456
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00455
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00455
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00692
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new rules regarding shuttle timings and the coming implementation of UMOVE 

which will manage participation in physical meetings (not teleconferences). 


