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Scientific Committee 

Minutes of the 83rd Plenary meeting 
Held on 26-27 April 2017, EFSA 

(Agreed on 30 May 2017) 

 

Participants 

 Scientific Committee Members: 

Tony Hardy (Chair), Thorhallur Halldorsson, Kostas Koutsoumanis, 

Mike Jeger, Helle Katrine Knutsen, Simon More, Alicja Mortensen, 
Hubert Noteborn, Colin Ockleford, Maria Saarela, Josef Schlatter, 

Vittorio Silano, Roland Solecki and Dominique Turck.  

 Hearing experts1: 

Antonio Hernandez Jerez (agenda item 4.2 only) 

 European Commission: Marina Marini (Videoconference) 

 EFSA: 

- EXECUTIVE Directorate: Hubert Deluyker, Juliane Kleiner 

- COMMS Department: Djien Liem 

- RASA Department: Hans Verhagen, Stefano Cappé (agenda 
item 5.4b) 

- REPRO Department: Claudia Roncancio Pena (agenda item 
5.3), Yann Devos (agenda item 6) 

- BuS Department: Carmen Stolzlechner (agenda item 6) 

- SCER Unit: Tobin Robinson, Ana Afonso, Bernard Bottex, Jean-

Lou Dorne, Nikolaos Georgiadis, Tilemachos Goumperis, Georges 
Kass, Angelo Maggiore, Daniela Maurici, Caroline Merten, 

Reinhilde Schoonjans, Melpo Karamitrou. 

  

                                       
1 As defined in Article 11 of the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations of Interest: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from 

Diane Benford, Hanspeter Naegeli (GMO Panel), Antonia Ricci (BIOHAZ 
Panel, replaced by Kostas Koutsoumanis) and Guido Rychen (FEEDAP 

Panel, replaced by Maria Saarela). 

 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Committee Members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific 
Decision-Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director 

implementing this Policy regarding Declarations of Interests3, EFSA 
screened the Annual Declaration of Interest and the Specific 

Declarations of interest filled in by the experts invited for the present 
meeting. No conflicts of interests related to the issues discussed in this 

meeting were identified during the screening process.  

No additional interests were declared at the meeting. 

 

4. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and/or possible 

adoption 

4.1. Draft guidance on risk assessment of substances present in 

food intended for infants below 16 weeks of age (EFSA-Q-

2016-00489): for discussion and possible adoption 

The Scientific Committee was presented with the draft guidance on risk 

assessment of substances present in food intended for infants below 16 
weeks of age. The outcome of the public consultation, including the 

major comments received, e.g. the use of alternative test species like 
mini-pigs, and how they were addressed in the draft guidance, were 

presented. Further improvements to this guidance were inserted in the 
text and the document was adopted for publication. EFSA staff will 

organise information sessions to enhance the implementation of this 
guidance, in addition to the work of the chairs to disseminate and 

implement this guidance to their respective panels.  

  

                                       
2http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/wicket/page?12
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/wicket/page?12
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf
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4.2. Draft opinion of the PPR Panel on the follow-up of the 

findings of the External Scientific Report “Literature review 
of epidemiological studies linking exposure to pesticides 

and health effects”: for information 

Antonio Hernández-Jerez, chair of the working group of the PPR panel, 

presented the follow-up of the findings of the external report “Literature 
review on epidemiological studies linking exposure to pesticides and 

health effects” published in 2013. After an initial stakeholders workshop 

(Feb 2015, Paris), the WG developed its Opinion that provides some 
recommendations on the use of epidemiological evidence in pesticides 

risk assessment. The chair of the WG gave a detailed presentation of 
each chapter of the draft opinion, requesting comments and views from 

the SC. While the document primarily focuses on the re-evaluation of 
pesticides, by considering the work from other panels dealing with 

epidemiological studies it will be possible to ensure other approaches in 
EFSA are not conflicting with the approach proposed specifically for 

pesticides. Therefore, the draft opinion was presented for information 
and possible comments to the SC and will be published for public 

consultation, probably before the summer. 

 

5. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, 
EFSA, the European Commission 

5.1. Feedback from the Scientific Committee and its Working 

Groups 

- WG on Compendium of Botanicals (version 3.0) (EFSA-Q-2012-

00486) 

The working group’s activity, consisting in validating composition and 

toxicity data for around 3000 plant species, is ongoing and is expected 
to be finalised by mid-2018. These data will then be transferred to the 

3rd version of the EFSA Compendium of botanicals containing naturally 
occurring substances of possible concern for human health. For further 

information, see http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/data/compendium 
botanicals. 

- WG on chemical mixtures (EFSA-Q-2016-00307) 

The working group is proposing to develop a concise guidance 

document. The document will review methods, tools for multiple 
chemicals and provide a practical guide focusing on tiered 

approaches/decision trees/frameworks for each step of the risk 
assessment process using the whole mixture and component-based 

approaches. The timeline foresees the first reading of the draft 
guidance by the Scientific Committee by early 2018 and a second 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2012-00486
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2012-00486
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00307
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submission for possible endorsement for public consultation in spring 
2018. Finalisation of the guidance is expected by end of 2018. 

- WG MUST-B (EFSA-Q-2016-00358) 

The Scientific Committee was informed that the contract for the 

development of the bee model was awarded to the Aarhus University 
for a 4 year period until December 2020.  

The last MUST-B WG meeting was held on 20-21 March to finalise the 
specifications for the field design and data collection to be used for the 

model calibration and evaluation (to be published as a technical report 

by end of May 2017). The data model to be reported in the Appendix of 
the technical report is being finalised with the help of the Evidence 

Management Unit. After the publication of the technical report, further 
amendments of the data model are planned with the modellers. For the 

field data collection, collaboration between EFSA and the EU reference 
laboratory on honey bee health is under negotiation via a framework 

partnership agreement.  

EFSA is organising a scientific colloquium on bee health ‘Collecting and 

sharing data on bee health: Towards a European Bee Partnership’ on 26 
June on the occasion of the European Parliament Bee Week Event.  

- WG on nanotechnologies (EFSA-Q-2016-00281) 

The Scientific Committee was presented with an overview of the table 

of content of the guidance. An overview of how each involved area has 
been covered in the guidance document for human/animal risk 

assessment of nanomaterial in agri/food/feed was given and the SC 

members were asked to highlight if important issues were missing. The 
life cycle of products (linked to environmental impact of some food 

contact materials) was mentioned, but it will be addressed in the 
second output that will be developed under this mandate to produce 

environmental risk assessment guidance. Qasim Chaudhry, member of 
the WG, has been selected as vice chair of the working group.  

- Standing WG on Benchmark dose (BMD)  

The activity, as agreed during the last SC plenary, has been included in 

the Scientific Committee work program. The working group will be 
established as soon as final approval has been received.   

- WG on uncertainty in scientific assessment (EFSA-Q-2013-
00738) 

The working group is handling 3 initiatives in parallel. (1) The trial 
phase in the panels is nearly finished. The WG members, EFSA staff and 

relevant risk managers are encouraged to respond to a survey on 

impact assessment after the trial phase. This feedback will be used to 
design the programme of the Uncertainty Workshop on 22-23 June, 

where suggestions on possible revisions of the guidance document will 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/wicket/page?17
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00281
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2013-00738
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2013-00738
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be discussed. (2) The results of the larger scale survey on how to 
communicate uncertainty to the different target audiences is currently 

under investigation. These results will feed into the development of 
another guidance document on how to communicate on uncertainty in 

scientific assessment. The WG will be supported in this task by social 
scientists specialised in this area. (3) The work package on uncertainty 

from the EFSA/BfR framework partnership agreement held its kick-off 
meeting on 21 March. The objectives of this work package is (i) to 

identify the differences between the EFSA and BfR guidelines on 

uncertainty and define working procedures for the case studies; (ii) to 
develop two case studies with the BfR. As a follow-up work package to 

cooperate further with BfR, the preparation of an international 
workshop on uncertainty is foreseen in autumn 2018.  

- Standing WG on Guidance Review  

A document explaining the guidance lifecycle is in preparation. This 

document explains the different steps in the process of developing cross 
cutting guidance, including topic selection, guidance development and 

implementation, trainings and possible follow-up as revision. The 
working group will be used as a consultative platform while developing 

this document. 

- WG on Weight of Evidence (EFSA-Q-2015-00007) 

The draft guidance is under public consultation until 1 May. The working 
group will address the comments received during a WG meeting, 

scheduled for 27-30 June. The final document is planned to be 

presented for possible adoption at the July plenary meeting of the 
Scientific Committee.  

- WG on Biological Relevance (EFSA-Q-2014-00746) 

The draft guidance is under public consultation until 1 May. The working 

group will address the comments received during a working group 
meeting, scheduled for 22-23 May. The final document is planned to be 

presented to the Scientific Committee in the July plenary for possible 
adoption.  

- WG Threshold of Toxicological Concern (TTC)  

Work is in progress for the preparation of the launching of the work of 

the WG on TTC. This topic was already identified as of interest for the 
SC in 2016, but needed to be delayed due to shortage in resources in 

the Scientific Committee secretariat.  The kick off meeting of the WG on 
TTC will be probably held in September. The mandate foresees an 

update of the 2012 TTC opinion, with the aim of developing a clear 

guidance on how and where to use the TTC approach in the EFSA remit 
of activities.  

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2015-00007
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00746
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The way EFSA is using the TTC was presented at a Codex Committee on 
Contaminants in Foods (CCCF) Workshop on risk management of very 

low levels of chemicals inadvertently present in food, held in April in 
Brazil.  

 

5.2. Scientific Committee: 

5.2a SC work programme 2017: prioritisation of topics 

The Scientific Committee was invited to revisit its list of priority topics 

for guidance  development published in 2016 in order to prioritise 

possible new activities to be initiated when resources will become 
available (hopefully at least one new activity to be started by end of 

2017). Among the possible future topics to be considered in 2017 is the 
follow up on the work following the publication of the external report 

prepared in 2016 on Non Monotonic Dose Response (NMDR). The recent 
analysis by ANSES on the dataset of EFSA’s procurement published in 

2016 was presented in more details.  

Additional activities that were prioritised include: Benchmark dose 

(BMD) modelling for human data; expanding dose-response modelling 
to bacterial hazards for which this is also an important issue; predictive 

microbiology dose-response modelling as already extensively used by 
the BIOHAZ Panel; follow up activities on interpretation of 

epidemiological studies to be done once the work of the Pesticides Unit 
is completed; guidance for harmonisation of the criteria to be applied 

for the establishment of the history of use in different domains of EFSA 

competence. 

The secretariat will consider the preferences expressed by the SC and 

will inform the members when the possibility to start the new 
activity/activities will be concrete. 

5.2b Preliminary draft statement on clarification of some 
aspects related to genotoxicity (EC Mandate): for preliminary 

discussion (M-2017-0047)  

The progress in the development of the opinion addressing the requests 

from the Commission’s mandate asking for clarification on specific 
aspects of the genotoxicity assessment was presented to the SC.  

The draft opinion will be tabled for possible endorsement for public 
consultation at the July plenary. The SC will receive a first draft of the 

opinion for possible preliminary comments by the end of May. The 
comments will be addressed in a teleconference before finalisation of 

the draft to be presented at the July plenary. The public  consultation 

will probably run until the end of August. Finalisation of the opinion is 
expected by November 2017.   
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5.2c EC Request for scientific technical assistance to the RASFF 
on chemical contaminants (M-2016-0221) 

EFSA was requested by the European Commission to provide scientific 
and technical assistance to the Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed 

(RASFF) regarding seriousness of risks from chemical contaminants. A 
working group (SCER, CONTAM, FIP, Evidence Management and two ad 

hoc experts) was established to address the three proposed work 
packages and application areas. The goal is to develop a simple tool for 

the risk evaluation of contaminants to harmonize risk evaluation across 

the RASFF network of contact points. 

 

5.3. Feedback from the chairs of the Scientific Panels  

5.3a Activities in the area of the ANS panel 

Alicja Mortensen, chair of the ANS Panel, presented the activities of the 
Panel from 2014 until 2017. The organisation of the work and the 

different work processes were explained. The panel is responsible for 
the re-evaluation of permitted food additives, for the authorisation 

procedures for new food additives, for the assessment of nutrient 
sources, for the assessment following article 8 of the Regulation 

1925/2006. The panel also works on self-tasks e.g. it is currently 
updating guidance on safety evaluation of nutrient sources and 

bioavailability of nutrient from these sources.  

5.3b Activities in the area of the CEF panel 

Vittorio Silano, chair of the CEF Panel, presented the main activities of 

the CEF Panel from 2014 until 2017. The panel’s work covers risk 
assessment of food contact materials, enzymes, flavourings and 

processing aids. In the last few years, the panel was also heavily 
involved in the safety assessment of Bisphenol A. For each of these 

work areas, the number of adopted opinions on substances, the 
processes and innovative guidance documents, including the new 

methodology to estimate dietary exposure to enzymes, were presented. 

5.3c Feedback from the other Scientific Panels and other 

scientific activities 

The SC discussed and brainstormed on how to make a better use of the 

time allocated to this agenda item. 

It was decided that, starting from the next plenary meeting, the agenda 

item “Feedback from the panels” will be dedicated to the report back on 
the testing phase of the different SC guidance documents under 

development and on possible upcoming issues (e.g. diverging views 

with other EU national bodies etc.). It was also suggested and agreed 
that the panels will be consulted on draft guidance or methodological 

documents during the time of the public consultation. This consultation 
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will ensure that all the panels are fully aware about the horizontal 
guidance under development and will give them the opportunity to 

provide meaningful comments that will be used for the finalisation of 
the outputs.  

It was also agreed that, at each plenary meeting, 2 panel chairs will 
have the opportunity to present the ongoing activities in their panels.  

In this way, the SC will have every year the complete picture of the 
ongoing activities in all the 10 EFSA panels. 

 

5.4. Feedback from EFSA 

5.4a Report back on issues relevant for the Scientific Committee 

The SC was presented with a note on several updates on meetings 

organised since the last Scientific Committee Plenary with a focus on 
the 72nd meeting of the EFSA Management Board, International 

Scientific Cooperation, 63rd Advisory Forum meeting, the interagency 
cooperation, the stakeholder forum.  

EFSA’s Founding Regulation was amended in February 2017 by 

Commission Regulation 2017/228 (link here) as regards the names and 
the areas of competence of the Panel on food additives and nutrient 

sources added to food (‘ANS Panel’), the Panel on dietetic products, 
nutrition and allergies (‘NDA Panel’), and the Panel on food contact 

materials, enzymes, flavourings and processing aids (‘CEF Panel’). The 
evaluation of flavourings currently undertaken by the CEF Panel should 

be assigned to the ANS Panel. The evaluation of nutrient sources and 
other substances with physiological effect added to foods should be 

assigned to the NDA Panel. The name of the three panels concerned is 
therefore changed by the Regulation as follows: the ANS Panel is 

renamed into the ‘Panel on food additives and flavourings’ (FAF), the 
NDA Panel is renamed into the ‘Panel on nutrition, novel foods and food 

allergens’ (NDA), and the CEF Panel is renamed into the ‘Panel on food 
contact materials, enzymes and processing aids’ (CEP). This Regulation 

shall apply from the 1 July 2018. 
 

5.4b EFSA Data Warehouse: for information 

The EFSA Evidence Management Unit presented the objectives of the 

data warehouse which can be summarised as how to enhance data 
accessibility, reproducibility and standardisation.  Access can vary 

depending on whether the user is from a data provider, EU 
Commission, or the public. For example, the general public can access 

aggregated statistics available on the EFSA web site and visualised in 

the form of dashboards. Data providers have access to their own data 
at the lowest level of detail. The Commission and EFSA have access to 

all data at the lowest level of detail. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2017.035.01.0010.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2017:035:TOC
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The presentation explained the data pillars, highlighting that not only 
data providers’ data is used in the data warehouse: standard 

terminologies, data enrichments and pre-calculated analysis play a 
fundamental role in generating the statistics displayed in the data 

warehouse.  

An initial demonstration was given by presenting the pesticide report 

dashboard available online here. Many dashboards from the Data 
Warehouse are available online on the EFSA web site under the data 

collection session here.  

 

6. Any other business 

- Customer feedback exercise 2016 

In 2016, DG SANTE and the Member States were interviewed to provide 

EFSA with feedback on specific aspects of EFSA’s work and their 
perception of it. Recommendations and follow-up actions resulting from 

this exercise were appreciated on both sides. The follow-up actions 
were mainly related to communications (including effective 

terminology) and cooperation (including joint resources/outputs). 

- State of play of the experts’ employers survey 

Hubert Deluyker presented the results of the survey that was launched 
in 2016 to collect feedback from the employers of experts that work for 

EFSA. The response rate to the survey was very successful (above 
70%). The purpose of this survey is to elicit what is the cost of these 

institutes to have an expert working for EFSA and assess the return of 

investment for them to come to a sustainable funding system. The 
report will be published in July 2017.   

- ANS and CEF panel renewal 

The SC was informed about the next steps in the ANS and CEF panel 

renewal and about the launch of the new call for the 10 panel renewal 
that will be launched on 1 June and will be closed by the beginning of 

September. Targeted publication campaigns are planned and some of 
the eligibility criteria will be slightly modified. The composition of the 

next Scientific Committee and 10 Panels is to be adopted by the EFSA 
Management Board in March 2018. For the induction of the new 

experts, a questionnaire will be sent around to current experts for 
collecting advice on design, duration and format of the induction. 

- EFSA’s 3rd scientific conference 

The SC was presented with the current roadmap of the 3rd EFSA 

Scientific Conference, scheduled on 17-21 September 2018 (Fiere di 

Parma, Italy).  Four overarching topics will be selected as pillars to the 
conference. The Scientific Committee was invited to submit ideas and 

suggestions by 7 May. 

https://dwh.efsa.europa.eu/bi/asp/Main.aspx?rwtrep=703
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/data-collection
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END OF MEETING 


