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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The chair welcomed the meeting participants. Apologies were received from Andy 

Butterworth and Preben Willeberg. 

 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel Members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Declarations of Interests (DoI), EFSA screened the 

Annual (ADoI) and Specific Declaration of Interest (SDoI) provided by the Panel 

Members for the present meeting. The Panel members were asked to confirm that no 

further interests had to be declared in the context of the agenda of the meeting. No 

conflict of interest has been identified. 

 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 103nd Plenary meeting held on 7 and 8 

March 2017, Parma (Italy)  

The minutes of the previous plenary meeting have been adopted by written procedure. 

 

5. New Mandates  

 Request for scientific opinion on Bsal (EFSA-Q-2017-00205) 

The proposed approach to the ToR of the mandate for a scientific opinion under 

Art 29 of Regulation (EC) 178/2002 was presented to the Panel and the EC. The 

EC expressed their agreement with the proposed approach and highlighted the 

need to take account of the relevant specificities of an aquatic environment as 

opposed to a terrestrial environment when addressing the questions. It was 

agreed that the demonstration of the presence of Bsal is the relevant aspect to 

consider for ToR 2. The Panel suggested that the WG should explore the 

possibility to develop an ecological model of Bsal presence, leading to 

opportunity maps for Bsal presence in the EU, based on the currently recorded 

findings of Bsal. In that event, the scientific opinion should describe risk-based 

surveillance to reliably detect Bsal presence in such opportunity areas. It was 

further noted that the relevant geographical units (e.g. habitat versus country) 

need to be clearly defined in the opinion. The need for an ad-hoc Working Group 

(WG) to support the development of the opinion was noted. Christian Gortazar 

Schmidt was nominated for chairing the WG. 

 

6. Scientific outputs submitted for possible adoption 

 Scientific opinion on entry routes into the EU of vector borne diseases 

(EFSA-Q-2014-00187) 

The remaining comments were discussed and the final outline and the 

functionalities of story maps were presented. The opinions were approved.  
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 Scientific opinion on animal welfare aspects in respect of the slaughter 

or killing of pregnant livestock animals (cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, 

horses) (EFSA-Q-2015-00477) 

The scientific opinion was adopted after a thorough discussion with Panel 

members and representatives of three MSs (SE, DE, DK) who have requested 

the mandate to EFSA.  

The main discussion focussed on the need to better explain the methods for 

addressing uncertainty where this was analysed. It was clarified that uncertainty 

is used in a different way in TOR1 and TOR3. For ToR1, the prevalence of 

slaughtered pregnant animals was elicited by an Expert Knowledge Elicitation 

meeting (referred to as EKE 1). This resulted in “median estimates” for the 

prevalence (e.g. 3% dairy cows in the last term of gestation) accompanied by a 

probability distribution range (e.g. from 9% to 27%) that gives the level of 

uncertainty. For ToR3, expert knowledge was elicited on statements e.g. that 

fetuses have the anatomical structures required (and further statements derived 

from the logical model). The answers were formulated as likelihoods of the 

statement being true with the distribution of the answers providing the certainty 

distribution (e.g. from 5 to 40% likelihood that a certain statement is true). 

From the range of likelihood values and further interpretation of the literature, a 

qualitative translation of the uncertainty was derived (e.g. very likely).  

Additional points of discussion were:  

For ToR1, the median estimate for the prevalence of slaughtered pregnant 

animals is accompanied by the P1, P50, P75 and P99 values that define the 

uncertainty range, as explained above.  

For ToR2, the Panel agreed the reasons for slaughtering pregnant animals are 

clearly presented. For the recommendations on how to reduce the number of 

slaughtered pregnant animals, some amendments were agreed so to highlight 

the overall aim is to avoid unplanned slaughtering as much as possible. It was 

also agreed to review the content of the diagram on pregnancy testing. 

For ToR3, comments were raised to indicate the need for spelling medical terms 

through the chapter.  

No major comments were raised for ToR4 and ToR5. 

The abstract and summary were also discussed in detail, and it was agreed to 

report the paragraph on the uncertainty assessment in the summary because it 

clarifies the outcomes of the assessment so that the summary is self-explaining. 

In the abstract it is important to add information in which regard the critical 

stage of development has been addressed. 

The requestor feedback was that the opinion is clear.  

The opinion will be published on the EFSA website by the end of May 2017, 

together with a text produced by the EFSA Communication department.   
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 Scientific Opinion on the methodology regarding the listing and 

categorisation of animal diseases in the framework of the new Animal 

Health Law (EFSA-Q-2015-00713; EFSA-Q-2016-00156)  

The draft opinion was discussed; the comments provided by the Panel and by 

the EC were addressed. They mainly related to: 

- Use of present tense in the description of the methodology; 

- Avoid the measure of computing the ratio between different views and 

the number of judgers; 

- Colour code used in the tables of the results, to be kept as proposed by 

the WG; 

- For category E: The text  agreed to be used reads “Diseases in category 

E need to fulfil criteria in category A or B or C and/or the surveillance of 

the disease is necessary for reasons relating to animal health, animal 

welfare, human health, the economy, society or the environment”. 

Moreover it will be stated that if a disease fulfils the criteria as in Art 5, 

thus being eligible for being listed, consequently category E would 

apply. 

Finally the opinion was adopted by the Panel. 

7. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion 

 Scientific Opinions on the listing and categorisation of animal diseases 

in the framework of the new Animal Health Law (EFSA-Q-2015-00713; 

EFSA-Q-2016-00156)  

The main points of the discussion were: 

 

- The Panel decided to have the information regarding the assessment of Art7 

in the body text of the opinion (section 3.1); 

- The assessment of Art7 criteria (section 3.1) is based on the fact sheet and 

will be edited by the Panel; 

- Additional evidence that has been taken into account during the judgement 

can be included, if needed; if additional evidence is identified (facts, not just 

opinions) after the judgement, the Panel should consider whether this could 

affect the judgement. If this is not the case, the Panel might include the 

evidence without changing the judgement. 

- For methodological clarity and transparency, the fact sheet version as used for 

the individual judgement needs to be displayed, it could be best placed in 

annex since the authorship on this is on the disease scientist and not on the 

Panel; 

- EFSA to check plagiarism rules, due to the fact that part of the information of 

the factsheets will be used also in the body text of the opinion. 

- A legend with the meaning of the colour code will be added under each result 

table. 

- In the conclusions section: it was agreed that if a disease is not eligible for 

being listed, there will be no conclusion on the compliance of Art 9. 

- The comments received by the EC on the opinion of Aujeszky’s disease were 

discussed and endorsed. 
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8. Feedback from the ad-hoc Working Groups of the AHAW Panel  

 Scientific opinion on Bluetongue (EFSA-Q-2016-00160) 

The approach proposed by the WG for ToR 4 was illustrated. Suggestions were 

made on the following points: 

- Geographical distribution: we consider episystems (as in the matrix 

table), but we also indicate the different countries, so that 

differences could be spotted inside the same episystems. We will cross 

check also with the area classification as done in the VBD opinion. 

- To add short narrative description about each virus strain that will be in 

the matrix table and indicate knowledge gaps. 

- To consider case fatality rate in the criteria for grouping. 

- To add numerical values of morbidity and mortality in the matrix table 
proposed. 

 Scientific opinion on avian influenza (EFSA-Q-2015-00214; EFSA-Q-

2016-00348)  

A brief update was provided to the Panel on the outcomes of the last WG 

meeting. There was no need for a Panel discussion at this stage of the mandate. 

 Scientific opinion concerning the use of low atmosphere pressure system 

(LAPS) for stunning poultry (EFSA-Q-2016-00327) 

An update on the progress of the LAPS opinion was provided including the 

necessity of an extension to October due to the applicants delay in their data 

submission. The panel was informed about the discussions at the WG meeting 

held on the 3rd of April. 

9. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion 

 Request for scientific and technical assistance on Lumpy Skin Disease 

(EFSA-Q-2016-00542) 

The Panel was informed that the report will likely be published in the second half 

of April. 

 Request for a scientific and technical assistance on ASF (Article 31) 

(EFSA-Q- 2016-00152) 

There was no relevant information to share with the Panel at this stage. 

 Request for a scientific and technical assistance on water reuse (EFSA-

Q-2016-00819) 

There was no relevant information to share with the Panel at this stage. 

10. Any other business 

 Activities on antimicrobial resistance – update from BIOHAZ team:  

An update was provided on the BIOCONTAM activities regarding antimicrobial 

resistance (AMR), in particular: i) the EFSA AMR umbrella project; ii) the 

ECDC/EFSA EU summary reports on AMR 2014/2015; iii) two published scientific 

opinions (opinion on the measures to reduce the need to use antimicrobials in 

animal husbandry in the EU – RONAFA; opinion on the risk for the development of 

AMR due to feeding of calves with milk containing residues of antimicrobials); iv) 

two ongoing mandates (mandate for the second joint interagency antimicrobial 

consumption and resistance analysis – JIACRA; joint ECDC, EFSA and EMA 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00160
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00327
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mandate for a scientific opinion on a list of outcome indicators on AMR and 

antimicrobial consumption in humans and food-producing animals). 

 Introduction to STOC-FREE project: 

The Panel was informed about the STOC-FREE project, granted by EFSA. The 

objective of this 4 year project is to obtain harmonised information on the level of 

confidence about freedom from non-regulated diseases at different level of 

aggregation and concerning different animal species. The framework has two 

main components that will be developed during the project, i.e. a tool for the 

collection of the available data and a model, flexible enough to process data from 

different surveillance systems and related to different diseases. 

 AHAW Panel dates 2018: 

Dates for the 2018 AHAW Panel meetings were identified. 

 EU Platform on Animal Welfare:  

The AHAW Panel was informed about the structure and scope of the EU Platform 

on Animal Welfare, which has been established by Commission Decision of 24 

January 2017 and will assist the EC with the development and exchange of 

coordinated actions on animal welfare. The first meeting of the Platform will be 

held in Brussels in June 2017 and it will bring together public entities (MSs, EEA 

members and intergovernmental international organisations), businesses, civil 

society and scientists. The possible role of EFSA within the Platform was 

discussed. 

 

 
 

Extra session on AHL expert judgement 

  4th (p.m.) - 5th (a.m.) April 2017, Parma 

Participants: 

Panel members:  Dominique BICOUT, Margaret GOOD, Miguel Angel MIRANDA, 

Søren Saxmose NIELSEN, Liisa SIHVONEN, Anette BØTNER, GARIN-

BASTUJI, Christian GORTAZAR, Simon MORE, Virginie MICHEL, 

Paolo CALISTRI, Jan Arend STEGEMAN. 

EFSA: Alessandro BROGLIA, Lisa KOHNLE, Frank VERDONCK (ALPHA); 

 
The collective judgement was completed for Avian mycoplasmosis and Salmonella, and 

performed completely for Borna disease. The judgement on bovine tuberculosis was 

performed until question 2.2AB “there be possibilities of airborne or waterborne or 

vector-borne spread”. 
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