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Individual susceptibility and uncertainty factors 

 To provide guidance on how to assess the variability of the 
sensitivity of individuals (humans, livestock and organisms in the 
environment) in order to confirm the appropriateness of the 
Uncertainty Factors used in risk assessment. 

Interpretation of epidemiological studies 

 To provide guidance on how to interpret epidemiological studies in 
risk assessments taking also into consideration how results from 
those studies should be reported so they can more effectively be 
incorporated into EFSA’s risk assessment. 

History of use 

 Guidance to ensure coherence and consistency of different EFSA 
approaches for harmonization of the criteria to be applied for the 
establishment of the history of use in different domains of EFSA 
competence. Important to reach a common approach in establishing 
the weight that could be applied to a history of safe use when 
considering the need for additional data.  

 

 

Priority topics for guidance development 2016-2018 
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PRIORITY TOPICS 2016-2018 



Harmonisation of human and ecological risk assessment of 
combined exposure to multiple chemicals 

 To develop methodologies and frameworks for harmonization of 
human and ecological risk assessment of chemical mixtures.  

 

Nanomaterials and nanotechnologies  

 The 2011 SC Nanomaterial Guidance requires updating considering 
also to cover nanopesticides and nanoformulations, food contact 
materials, food and feed additives and novel foods. Update is also 
needed considering the physico-chemical property measurements 
and the other data needed for food/feed assessment.  

 A second guidance document should be produced on the 
environmental risk assessment for nanoparticles used in the food 
chain. 

PRIORITY TOPICS 2016-2018 
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 EFSA and WHO initiated a project that intended to provide 
recommendations as to how the existing Threshold of Toxicological 
Concern (TTC) framework may be improved and expanded.  

 

 The SC will explore how to translate the conclusions and 
recommendations of the workshop held last year into the areas of 
EFSA where TTC is applied.  

 

 The creation of a publicly available repository of the data supporting 
the TTC approach, and the merging of the different databases 
underpinning the TTC values is also under discussion. This will 
hopefully contribute to address the criticisms received by NGOs on 
the  TTC approach.   
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FOLLOW UP ON TTC APPROACH 


