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 EFSA:  

AMU Unit: José Cortiñas Abrahantes, Roberta Palumbo, Jane Richardson (chair), 

Diana Tashkova 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Marta Hugas 

 

Country  Name  

Croatia Zoran Rogić 
Ines Škoko 

Denmark  Charlotte Sporon-Fiedler 
Bjarne Ring Thorbjørnsen 

EURL Lisa Cross 

France  Soizick Le Guyader 
Ainhoa Pare 

Germany  Reimar Johne 

Greece  Evanthia Chatzigiannakou 
Eirini Georgiou 

Ireland  Sinead Keaveney 
Daniel O’Callaghan 

Italy  Luigi Lanni  
Giuseppe Lediani 
Elisabetta Suffredini 

Portugal  Rui Oliveira 

Spain  Cristina Álvarez Álvarez 
Paloma Carballo Tejero 

Sweden Malin Persson 

The Netherlands Jacobine Van Den Boomgaard-Bom 
Annelies Van Der Linden 

United Kingdom Valerie McFarlane 
Kasia Kazimierczak 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croatia
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence  

The Chair welcomed the participants and invited them to introduce themselves.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Topics for discussion 

3.1 Member States presentation survey plan 

MS representatives presented their national plans for a survey of norovirus in 
oysters.  

3.2   Group Discussion 

During the group discussion issues were raised on availability of oysters at the 
time of sampling (e.g. areas where there is not production in certain periods of 

the year); difficulties in retrieving information on traceability when repacked 
batches composed by oysters coming from different production areas and/or 

countries; possible actions to take in case of positive laboratory results; risks 
such as inability to collect samples at required time (e.g. weather conditions); 
issues of storage of samples after initial processing.  

3.3  Sample site selection  

The web-based application, i.e. Sampelator, for calculating sample sites for 

norovirus in production areas (PA) and dispatch centres (DC) was presented to 
the participants. The representatives were instructed in the use of tool to 

support the selection of sampling locations using a two-stage random sampling 
scheme to estimate the number of sites for each Member State (MS), and 
selection of sites within MS was done using simple random sampling scheme. 

The random selection was illustrated and information regarding PA and DC for 
each MS was provided.  

3.4  Data reporting  

The session started with a presentation of the overview of the data reporting 
process, including the use of the excel template and submission to the EFSA 

data collection framework (DCF). The group performed test submission and 
technical issues were clarified and some improvements to the reporting system 

were noted.  

4. Conclusions 

It was agreed that the seed used in the Online Sampelator for the selection and 

the updated list of locations (PA and DC) as well as the locations selected would 
be shared with EFSA by the 30th June 2016. This data will be used to update the 

location codes (for dispatch centres and production areas) in the next version of 
the excel tool. 
The additional information to be obtained from the sampling locations to allow 

the weighting of the final results was agreed. As a minimum, the number of 
batches bi-monthly produced by the dispatch centres included in the survey and 

the volume (kgs/year) of oysters harvested from the production areas included 
in the survey should be reported. The next version of the excel tool will support 
the collation and reporting of this data. 

 

https://efsa.openanalytics.eu/login
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The FAO fishing area explorer link is provided to aid the data reporting. The 

testing of data reporting in the breakout session confirmed that repacked oysters 
from multiple production areas can be reported. 

It was agreed that to ensure that the oysters selected from a batch are 
representative a sample taken from the packing line is preferable to taking 
suitably sized package of packed oysters. 

5. Date for next meeting  

It is proposed to have a similar meeting in one years’ time to review the 

progress of the survey and agree any adjustments to the survey plans. 

6. Closure of the meeting  

The chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 

http://www.fao.org/fishery/area/search/en

