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Participants  

 Panel Members 

Paulien Adriaanse, Philippe Berny, Theodorus Brock, Sabine 

Duquesne, Sandro Grilli, Antonio Hernandez-Jerez, Susanne 
Hougaard Bennekou, Michael Klein, Thomas Kuhl, Ryszard Laskowski, 

Kyriaki Machera, Colin Ockleford, Olavi Pelkonen, Silvia Pieper, 
Michael Stemmer, Ingvar Sundh, Ivana Teodorovic, Aaldrik Tiktak 

(10 February), Christopher Topping, Gerrit Wolterink  

 

 Hearing Experts 1: 

Not Applicable 

 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Not Applicable 

 

 EFSA: 

Pesticides Unit: Maria Arena, Arianna Chiusolo, Daniele Court 
Marques, Federica Crivellente, Mark Egsmose, Anja Friel, Luc 

Mohimont, Juan Manuel Parra Morte, Federica Ruffo, Rositsa 
Serafimova, Franz Streissl and Andrea Terron.  

Scientific Committee and Emerging Risk Unit: Jean-Lou Dorne (item 
7.1) 

Assessment and Methodological Support Unit: Elisa Aiassa (item 7.2) 

 

 

                                       
1 As defined in Article 11 of the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations of Interest: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf


 
 

 

 

2 

 Observers:  

Not Applicable 
 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair of the Panel, Colin Ockleford, welcomed the participants. 

Apologies were received from Robert Smith and Aaldrik Tiktak (11 
February).  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Committee/Scientific 
Panel/ Members  

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-

Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of 

Interest and the Specific Declarations of Interest filled in by the Scientific 
Panel Members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during 
the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the 

beginning of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 78th Plenary meeting held on 

2-3 December 2015, Parma (Italy). 

The minutes of the 78th Plenary meeting held on 2 and 3 December 2015 

were agreed on 8 February 2016.  

5. Report on the written procedures since the 78th Plenary 

meeting 

No written procedure took place since the 78th Plenary meeting. 

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and/or possible 

adoption 

                                       
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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6.1 Scientific Opinion addressing the state of the science on 
in-soil risk assessment (EFSA-Q-2011-00978) 

A member of the Working Group informed the Panel on the issues 
discussed during the last meeting of the Working Group. 

A draft Scientific Opinion will be proposed for endorsement at the next 
plenary meeting and the Panel agreed to request an extension of the 

deadline for final adoption. 

6.2 Scientific Guidance of the PPR Panel on the establishment 

of the residue definition to be used for dietary risk 

assessment (EFSA-Q-2013-01001) 

A draft of the guidance was circulated to the Panel by the Secretariat 

on 29th January. The comments received were considered by the 
Working Group and an updated version was further discussed and 

endorsed by the Panel in view of the public consultation. 

The Panel was also informed that EFSA accepted an extension of the 

deadline for the adoption of the Guidance until 30 June 2016.   

6.3 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel investigating 

experimental toxicological properties of plant protection 
products having a potential link to Parkinson’s disease 

and childhood leukaemia (EFSA-Q-2014-00480) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel on the issues 

discussed during the last meeting of the Working Group. 

The secretariat informed the Panel about the outcome of the external 

scientific report ‘‘Systematic literature review on Parkinson's disease 

and childhood leukemia and mode of actions for pesticides (BiPRO 
GmbH, DE)’’. 

The Panel was also informed that EFSA accepted an extension of the 
deadline for the adoption of the Opinion until 31 December 2016 and 

that a technical hearing of experts representing industry will take place 
during one of the forthcoming meetings of the Working Group. 

6.4 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel on the follow-up of the 
findings of the External Scientific report ‘Literature review 

on epidemiological studies linking exposure to pesticides 
and health effects’ (University of Ioannina Medical School, 

2013) (EFSA-Q-2014-00481) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel on the issues 

discussed during the last 2 meetings of the Working Group, which 
included a technical hearing of an expert representing the US 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00978
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2013-01001
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00480
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00481
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6.5 Scientific Opinion addressing the state of the science on 
risk assessment for amphibians and reptiles (EFSA-QN-

2011-00985) 

The Panel was informed about the progress of the Working Group. Two 

meetings of the Working Group took place and included a technical 
hearing of experts representing the US Environmental Protection 

Agency.  

The Chair of the Panel nominated Christopher Topping as vice-Chair of 

the Working Group and the Panel agreed to request an extension of 

the deadline to adopt the opinion in order to make use of the results of 
a service contract funded by EFSA on the biological relevance of the 

magnitude of effects (considering mortality, sub-lethal and 
reproductive effects) observed in studies with amphibians and reptiles 

in view of population level impacts on amphibians and reptiles.  

6.6 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel on the state of effect 

modelling approaches for regulatory risk assessment of 
pesticides for aquatic organisms (EFSA-Q-2012-00960) 

The Secretariat informed the Panel that the revised terms of reference 
were under the EFSA agreement process. 

7. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, 
EFSA, the European Commission 

7.1 Scientific Committee and/or Scientific Panel(s) including 
their Working Groups 

The Scientific Committee and Emerging Risk Unit presented its activities 

in the area of toxicokinetics in chemical risk assessment.  

The Panel agreed with the high relevance of these activities in order to 

improve the hazard assessment of chemicals and would support any 
further initiative of the Scientific Committee on the investigation of inter- 

and intraspecies variability in toxicokinetics and on the development of 
appropriate assessment tools. The Panel also recommended a specific 

focus on comparative in vitro metabolism studies which are now part of 
the regulatory data requirements for pesticides. 

The Panel was informed that the Scientific Opinions of the Scientific 
Committee on ecological recovery and on endangered species in 

environmental risk assessment were published. 

7.2 EFSA including its Working Groups /Task Forces 

The Assessment and Methodological Support Unit informed the Panel 
about the analysis of the individual contributions of members of the Panel 

to the survey on the EFSA “methodological needs” for evidence use in 

scientific assessments, conducted in the context of the second deliverable 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00985
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00985
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2012-00960
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of the PROMETHEUS project. The Panel further discussed and agreed a 
common position for each item of the consultation. 

8. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion  

8.1 Update on the Pesticides Peer Review meeting 137 on 

mammalian toxicology. 

One member of the Panel participated as external expert representing the 

Panel to the Pesticides Peer Review meeting 137, and informed the Panel 
about the outcome of discussions on agenda items of generic nature and 

related to current or possible future mandates of the Panel.  

The Panel agreed on the following: 

 The Panel recommends requesting applicants to provide updated 

and robust OECD summary reports of old studies in the context of 
the renewal of approvals so that a self-standing and transparent set 

of information, meeting all legal criteria and in line with current 
scientific knowledge, is made available.  

 The Panel recommends the collection of the existing scientific 
knowledge in view of defining an appropriate testing approach 

related to phototoxicity and photomutagenicity. 

 The Panel recommends referring open questions on the genotoxicity 

testing strategy to the Working Group of the Scientific Committee 
on Genotoxicity. 

 The Guidance document of the PPR Panel on the residue definition 
for dietary risk assessment will address the question of the 

toxicological relevance of pesticide metabolites. The Panel further 

recommends considering using relevant modules or parts of 
modules of this guidance to the toxicological assessment of 

impurities. 

 Eventual divergences between the Guidance of the Panel on the 

residue definition for dietary risk assessment and the Guidance of 
the EU Commission on the relevance of metabolites in groundwater 

should be explained.  

 The Panel welcomes the initiatives of EFSA regarding the 

assessment of the endocrine disrupting properties with regard to 
the interim criteria of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 and 

recommends that: 

a) The documentation supporting the approval or renewal of approval 

contains an exhaustive information demonstrating that these 
criteria are met, and 

b) The Scientific Opinion of the Scientific Committee on the hazard 

assessment of endocrine disruptors is used in this assessment. 
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The Panel welcomed its involvement in the Peer Review meeting and 
supports further initiatives to reinforce the synergy on focused areas 

between the Panel and risk assessors involved in the peer review of 
pesticides. 

8.2 Scientific Opinion addressing the state of science on risk 
assessment for non-target terrestrial plants. 

The Secretariat informed the Panel that comments were received about a 
sentence of the Scientific Opinion addressing the state of science on risk 

assessment for non-target terrestrial plants, in the context of the annual 

meeting between EFSA, industry associations and representatives of DG 
SANTE which took place in Parma on 23 June 2015. 

The Panel agreed on a revised wording of the sentence and to publish a 
corrected version of the Scientific Opinion. This change is of editorial 

nature and does not alter the overall conclusions. 

9. Any other business 

The following was brought to the attention of the PPR Panel: 

a) An endorsement by the PPR Panel of parts of the Scientific Opinion 

requested by the European Commission on the “risks for public 
health related to the presence of Bacillus cereus and other Bacillus 

spp. including Bacillus thuringiensis in foodstuffs” is not foreseen 
anymore. Instead, a member of the panel will peer-review the 

complete draft Scientific Opinion in his individual and independent 
capacity, paying particular attention to aspects related to the remit 

of the PPR Panel, before adoption by the BIOHAZ panel in June. 

b) An External scientific report ‘MCRA made scalable for large 
cumulative assessment groups’, summarising the implementation of 

the first action conducted under the partnership agreement between 
EFSA and the Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the 

Environment, was published on 27 January 2016. 

c) A Service contract has been signed between EFSA and the 

University of Hertfordshire to perform a review of the published 
exposure data to pesticides for residents and bystanders and for 

environmental risk assessment. 


