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Participants  

Panel Members: 

- Alf Aagaard, Theodorus Brock, Ettore Capri, Sabine Duquesne, Metka 
Filipič, Antonio F. Hernandez-Jerez, Karen Ildico Hirsch-Ernst, Susanne 

Hougaard Bennekou, Michael Klein, Thomas Kuhl, Ryszard Laskowski, 
Matthias Liess, Alberto Mantovani (25thJune), Bernadette Ossendorp, 
Robert Smith, Paulo Sousa, Ingvar Sundh, Aaldrik Tiktak, Ton van der 

Linden. 

 

EFSA: 

Pesticides Unit: 

- Maria Arena, Arianna Chiusolo, Federica Crivellente, Mark Egsmose, 

Magda Florio, Paula Medina, Luc Mohimont, Federica Ruffo, Franz 
Streissl, Andrea Terron and Jose Tarazona 

-  

 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair of the Panel, Bernadette Ossendorp, welcomed the participants.  

Apologies were received from Colin Ockleford and Alberto Mantovani (24th June). 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 
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3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel Members  

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-
Making Processes1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations of 

Interest2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest and the Specific 
Declarations of Interest filled in by the Scientific Panel Members invited for the 
present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues discussed in this 

meeting have been identified during the screening process or at the Oral 
Declaration of Interest at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 74th Plenary meeting held on 27 - 28 
May 2015, Parma (Italy)  

The minutes of the 74th Plenary meeting, held on 27th and 28th May 2015, were 
agreed under written agreement procedure on 17th July 2015. 

 

5. Report on written procedures since 74th Plenary meeting 

The Panel agreed by written procedure to adopt a Statement, instead of a 
Scientific Opinion, on the proposal for a guidance on how aged sorption studies 
for pesticides should be conducted, analyzed and used in regulatory assessment 

(FERA, 2012).  

During the 74th Plenary meeting, the Panel was indeed informed that the 

background data needed for making a detailed review of the above mentioned 
guidance proposal had not been provided.  For this reason, the Panel could reach 
final conclusions for the 1st and 2nd items of the Terms of Reference only. In 

contrast, no conclusions could be drawn for the 3rd and 4th items for which only 
recommendations could be provided. Because not all terms of reference could be 

addressed, the Panel prepared a Statement.  

 

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and/or possible adoption   

6.1  Statement on a proposal for a Guidance on how aged sorption 
studies for pesticides should be conducted, analysed and used in 

regulatory assessment (FERA, 2012) (EFSA-Q-2014-00217) 

A draft of the Statement was circulated to the Panel on the 22nd June 2015. 
An agreement was reached on final amendments during the Plenary 

meeting and the Panel adopted the Statement. 

The statement recommends in particular an update of the proposed 

guidance and the submission of the underlying original studies to EFSA, in 
order to evaluate their relevance and quality. Once these recommendations 
are fulfilled the Panel can prepare a conclusive Scientific Opinion on the 

document. 

                                       
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00217
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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6.2  Scientific Opinion addressing the state of the science on in-soil 
risk assessment (EFSA-Q-2011-00978) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel on the issues discussed 

during the last 2 meetings of the Working Group. 

6.3 Scientific Opinion on the effect assessment of pesticides for 

sediment organisms in edge-of-field surface water (EFSA-Q-2012-
00959)  

A third draft of the Scientific Opinion was circulated to the Panel on 17th 

June 2015. The Panel discussed last amendments during the Plenary 
meeting and adopted the Scientific Opinion. 

The Panel recommends an update of its guidance on the tiered risk 
assessment for plant protection products for aquatic organisms in edge-of-
field surface water once the Scientific Opinion on the state of effect 

modeling approaches for regulatory risk assessment of pesticides for 
aquatic organisms, which is the third output to be adopted under this 

mandate, will has been adopted. 

6.4 Scientific Guidance of the PPR Panel on the establishment of 

the residue definition to be used for dietary risk assessment (EFSA-
Q-2013-01001) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel on the issues discussed 

during the last meeting of the Working Group. It was found that more 
resources than expected are needed to produce a sufficient number of case 

studies covering adequately the diversity of practical cases.  

For this reason a postponement of the deadline for the adoption of the 
guidance until 30 June 2016 will be requested from EFSA. 

The Panel was informed that the European Medicine Agency (EMA) would 
very much appreciate the involvement of an expert from the EMA’s 

Committee for Medicinal Products for Veterinary Use in this work of the PPR 
Panel. EFSA is currently liaising with the EMA to define the modalities of 
this involvement.  

6.5 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel investigating experimental 
toxicological properties of plant protection products having a 

potential link to Parkinson’s disease and childhood leukaemia 
(EFSA-Q-2014-00480) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel on the difficulty to find 

experts with specific expertise in childhood leukaemia and as the usual 
approaches used for expert identification and selection might fail to meet 

the need of the Working Group, it was proposed to consider involving a 
Scientific Society with expertise in this field rather than individual experts.  

The Panel was informed of the interest of the Scientific Committee to be 

further informed about the use of Adverse Outcome Pathways in the 
context of this Scientific Opinion. 

 

 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00978
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2012-00959
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2012-00959
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2013-01001
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2013-01001
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00480
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6.6 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel on the follow-up of the findings 
of the External Scientific report ‘Literature review on epidemiological 
studies linking exposure to pesticides and health effects’ (University of 

Ioannina Medical School, 2013) (EFSA-Q-2014-00481) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel on the issues discussed 

during the last meeting of the Working Group, which included a technical hearing 
of 3 experts representing the French institute INSERM (Institut National de la 
Santé et de la Recherche Médicale) about the report “Pesticides, Effets sur la 

Santé – Synthèse et Recommandations” and a presentation of a hearing expert 
from the US Environmental Protection Agency about practical cases of 

integration of epidemiological data in the risk assessment of pesticides. 

 

7. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/the Scientific Panel, EFSA, 

the European Commission 

7.1 Scientific Committee and/or Scientific Panel(s) including their 

Working Groups 

The Panel was informed on the outcome of the last meeting of the Scientific 

Committee which took place on 8th, 9th and 10th June 2015 and about the 
progress of the Working Groups of the Scientific Committee with 
representatives of the Panel.  

The Panel was informed that public consultations were launched about the 
3 draft outputs of the Scientific Committee on overarching elements of 

Environmental Risk Assessment (Guidance on protection goals, Scientific 
Opinion on recovery, Scientific Opinion on endangered species). Another 
public consultation was also launched on a draft guidance of the Scientific 

Committee on uncertainty in EFSA scientific assessment.  

The publication of a Technical Report of EFSA on “the identification of 

emerging risks: an appraisal of the procedure trialled by EFSA and the way 
forward” was also brought to the attention of the Panel. 

 

8. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion 

8.1 Exchange of views on future activities of the PPR Panel  

The Panel finalized its exchange of views on possible future activities of the 
PPR Panel. The outcome of this exercise is compiled in the document in 
annex to these minutes. 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00481

