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MoONDAY 15 JuNE 2015

WELCOME AND OPENING OF THE MEETING

The Chair, Andreas Varlamos, welcomed members and observers to
the 28" meeting of the Platform and noted that apologies were
received from DG SANTE, ESA, Eurocommerce, IFAH Europe, and
UEAMPE.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA Doc SHP 1506 15 -1
With no further points raised for discussion, the Chair adopted the

agenda.

2.1 Follow-up actions from the previous meeting
Doc SHP 1506 15 -2
Doc SHP 1506 15 -3

The Chair went through the pending actions from the previous meeting
and noted that only Action point 1 “"Members to send to EFSA sugges-
tions regarding topics to be discussed in 2015 and topics to be dis-

cussed in a possible Annual conference” remained open. In light of the
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important role members can play in shaping the agendas of the meet-
ings of the Platform and of EFSA’s future discussions with stakehold-
ers, the Chair invited members to share ideas and suggestions by 30
September 2015.

Action 1: Members to send to EFSA suggestions regarding topics to be
discussed in 2015 and topics to be discussed in a possible Annual

conference, by 30 September 2015.

STANDING ITEMS
3.1 Report back from EFSA on topics relevant to stake-
holders

Power point presentation - 1
The Chair gave the floor to Bernhard Url for the highlights of EFSA’s
latest activities. Bernhard highlighted that the European Parliament
granted the discharge of the 2013’s budget, that the European Om-
budsman congratulated EFSA for its progress in the area of openness
and transparency, and explained the health-check exercise the Adviso-
ry Forum is running aiming at improving its advising function to EFSA’s
risk assessment work. Bernhard also thanked stakeholders for their
contribution to the 15 public consultations run so far which helped in-
creasing the quality of EFSA’s opinion and mentioned how the pre-
notifications with selected stakeholders of the opinions on caffeine and
acrylamide helped in contextualising EFSA’s work with food business
operators and the public at large. Bernhard also invited members to
share their ideas as well as concerns on the occasion of technical

meetings as this can improve the Agency’s scientific risk assessment.

The Chair asked it if was possible to share with the group the reflec-
tions of the EFSA Advisory Forum on its future work - which could be
useful for the Platform - and inquired regarding a possible overlapping
of the work of the High-Level Group of Independent Scientists pro-
posed by the European Commission with EFSA’s work and role. Bern-
hard expressed EFSA’s will to support - together with the other EU

agencies - the work of the Group.
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The Chair gave the floor to Mary Gilsenan, Head of the Evidence Man-
agement (DATA Unit) at EFSA who provided members with an over-
view of a data roadmap which EFSA is currently working on. The initia-
tive started in 2014 following a reorganisation in the RASA department
and formation of the DATA unit which is responsible for the collection
and management of structured data in EFSA. Since then, EFSA has
evolved into a central hub of European risk assessment data and in-
formation which includes both structured data (e.g. spread sheets)
and unstructured data (e.g. PDF documents, dossiers). The overarch-
ing aim of the roadmap is to make data more accessible, exchangea-
ble and reusable by third parties and to promote innovative applica-
tions to re-use such scientific data. Mary explained that EFSA wishes
to make its unstructured data (which includes regulated product dossi-
ers) more structured and harmonised to facilitate efficient use in risk
assessments. She explained that the operational objectives of the data
roadmap process are ambitious and will feed into the EFSA draft strat-
egy which is currently under preparation. Although the roadmap has a
five year time-fame, the Agency hopes to make some inroad into its
main objectives during this period.

Mary clarified that the project foresees exchanges of data with other
EU agencies and member states - also in terms of terminology used -,
harmonised data management practices also within EFSA’s scientific
panels, and to look at the challenge of having to deal with data which

are constantly updated.

The Chair gave the floor to Marta Hugas, acting Head of RASA, who il-
lustrated the project Prometheus aiming at further developing the
methods for dealing with evidence in EFSA scientific assessments as
well as their consistency. This project, endorsed by EFSA Scientific
Committee, is one of the key approaches to increase the transparency,
openness and stakeholders’ engagement of EFSA scientific work, in-
cluding the way scientific evidence is weighted in the risk assessment
process. Marta clarified how the process addresses possible tension
between increased openness and responsiveness of EFSA’s scientific

work which is of paramount importance for EU risk assessors. The final
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result should ensure that scientific outputs are fit for purpose and
serve the needs of EU risk managers.

Marta clarified that although the methodology applied by Prometheus
for dealing with evidence and data foresees different checks and bal-

ance along the process, expert judgement remains paramount.

To complete the series of updates from EFSA, the Chair gave the floor
to Alberto Spagnolli, acting Head of the Communications Department
at EFSA, who provided an overview of the upcoming plans in terms of
communications, the announcements in July of the inaugural meetings
of the Panels and Scientific Committee and the appointment of the re-
spective chairs, and an update on participants at the 2" EFSA Scien-

tific Conference scheduled in October 2015.

The Chair gave then the floor to Jacopo Alabiso, leader of the EFSA
web team to share plans for EFSA’s updated navigation structure of
the EFSA website. Jacopo clarified that the purpose of this exercise
(AGORA) is to: i) increase the transparency and accessibility on the
website of EFSA processes and information; ii) enhance the engage-
ment of the audience through mobile and improved multimedia func-
tionalities, and iii) to provide users with quicker and easier access to
clear and timely information tailored to their needs. Jacopo also sought
specific feedback from the members on the pages “engage”, “news”
and “multimedia”. This feedback, mainly wishing for an increased visi-
bility of information regarding on-going and upcoming EFSA’s work,
coupled with the one received so far through two tailored surveys, will
help EFSA to better structure the information available on the website
to ensure they respond to stakeholders’ needs. The new technically-
enhanced platform will be live in July 2015 while the new design will

be implemented later in October of the same year.

Action 2: EFSA to share with the Platform the reflections of the
Advisory Forum on the improvement of its contribution to EFSA’s

work.
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Action 3: Members to discuss the role of the High-Level Group of

Independent Scientists proposed by the European Commission.

Action 4: EFSA to provide information on similarities/difference with
Food Standards Australia & New Zealand in the area of health claims

evaluation.

3.2 Update on the work of the SHP Discussion Groups

Doc SHP 15 06 15 - 4
The Chair gave to the floor to Lucia de Luca who referred to the writ-
ten update on the work of the Discussion Groups of the Platform
shared ahead of the meeting. Lucia presented in particular the pilot
project of a Focus Group, set up as a Discussion Group of the Plat-
form, to explore whether early involvement of stakeholders in the def-
inition of a guidance document can improve the quality of such guid-
ance while safeguarding the transparency of the exercise. Lucia
thanked members for the quick feedback and response to the proposal
which helped EFSA in finalising the Terms of Reference and appoint
stakeholders as members of the group together with representatives
of member states agencies. Lucia said that membership remains open
and that future proposals for candidates with the requested back-
ground will be looked at by EFSA. FoodDrinkEurope expressed an in-

terest and will send the CV of a candidate.

The Chair gave the floor to Tobin Robinson who highlighted how the
work of the Discussion Group on emerging risks is an integrated part
of EFSA’s work in this area and how the group has been playing a piv-
votal role in identifying possible emerging risks to be further looked at
by EFSA and its Scientific Committee. In light of the important work
carried out so far, which results in the various reports published, Tobin
asked the Platform to renew the mandate of the group due to expire in
February 2016. The group agreed on the proposal and will look at the
revised Terms of References ahead of the November meeting of the

Platform.
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The floor was then given to Mary Gilsenan who shared with the mem-
bers the positive experience of the Group on data who has been look-
ing at how to support EFSA needs in terms of more comprehensive da-
ta, both in the areas of food additives and contaminants, in the last
two years. In light of EFSA’s future needs in data collection in the area
of food additives and contaminants, and the support stakeholders
could provide to enhance EFSA’s work in this field, Mary proposed to
the Platform to extend the mandate and the membership of the Group
- coming to an end in October 2015 - for at least another two years.
The group agreed. These extensions will provide the opportunity to the
members and EFSA to take stock of the experiences so far and adapt

the scope and the memberships of the two groups if need be.

Action 5: FoodDrinkEurope to suggest a name for a member of the
pilot focus group on a guidance document on allergenicity (SHP DG
GDA).

Action 6: Members to agree on the revised Terms of References of its

Discussion Groups for Emerging risks and Data by November 2016.

4. STRATEGIC TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION
4.1 EFSA’s Scientific Committee and the Risk Assessment
Landscape

Power point presentation - 2
The Chair gave the floor to Tony Hardy, Chair of the EFSA Scientific
Committee, who illustrated how the Committee contributes with its
work to EFSA’s evolution to an open risk assessment organisation. To-
ny focused on the role of the Committee that is to provide scientific
advice on multi-sectoral issues and to ensure consistency in the devel-
opment of guidance documents (GDs). Tony presented the roadmap of
the work on opinions - Carvone, Endocrine Disruptors, Insects as
food and feed (due in Sept 2015), and the development of methodolo-
gies — e.g. Environmental risk assessment and Benchmark Dose. Tony
also clarified that evidence-based scientific assessment demands sci-
entific robustness using rigorous methodologies, together with trans-

parent and open communication of processes and results, and pre-
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sented an overview of the on-going on GDs on analysis of uncertainty,
weight of evidence, biological relevance, opinion structure and con-
tent, and on guidance lifecycle. Tony stressed the important contribu-
tion stakeholders can have to the work of the Committee and invited
the members to respond when all these GDs will be published for pub-
lic consultation. After the exchange with the members, the Chair high-
lighted the importance for stakeholders to be regularly updated on the
work EFSA’s Scientific Committee carries out and thanked Tony for

having accepted the invitation to present its work to the Platform.

Action 7: EFSA to send written clarifications regarding the work of the

EFSA Scientific Committee on botanicals.

4.2 EFSA’s Single Programming Document 2015-2017 &
Preliminary Annual Plan 2016

Power point presentation - 3
The Chair gave the floor to Ana Afonso, Corporate Business Control at
EFSA, to present EFSA’s work plan for the next five years.
Ana explained how the Single Programming Document, looking at the
next three years of EFSA’s work, was developed in light of the strate-
gic planning of EFSA for the next five years. The Programming docu-
ment is updated each year for the next 3 years and sees its annual
implementation in the annual plans. Ana went through the priorities
and key features of the EFSA Preliminary Annual Plan for 2016 and in-
vited members to send comments which could help EFSA in developing
its next Document 2016-2018.

In line with one of the key objectives of the Platform that is to com-
ment on EFSA’s work programme, the Chair reminded members that
the presentation served as a consultation with stakeholders and mem-
bers were invited to provide ideas and suggestions to be evaluated by
EFSA when working on the next Document. Some members highlight-
ed the importance for such plans to foresee a measurement of the

reputation and its impact on stakeholders.
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Action 8: Members to respond to the public consultation on the EFSA

Single Programming Document 2016-2018 by end September 2015.

4.3 Enhancement of the contribution of the Platform

Doc SHP 1506 15 -5
The Chair referred to the discussion held at the Mach meeting on the
opportunity to discuss how to improve the functioning of the platform
and its relevance to EFSA’s work and thanked members for the sug-
gestions they sent which allowed the Chair and the Vice-Chair to pre-
pare a document with aspects to be discussed in the break-out ses-
sions.
Two break-out groups were suggested; one looking at the future
structure of the Platform, and the other at how to improve its outputs.
The Chair reminded participants that the idea is that each group will
outline specific actions to be possibly implemented by the Platform,
which will be reported back to the main session to be discussed by the

whole group and for the benefit of the observers.

4.4 Feedback from break-out sessions and discussion

The Chair gave the floor to the rapporteur of Group 1: Future structure
of the SHP, who reported that members thought that the Platform
should rely on the participation of representatives of organisations
working at European level representing interests of the food and feed
chain and not too narrow in profile. Membership should not be too big
to facilitate discussion and dialogue; members should have an active
role in the meetings and stakeholders attending as observers should
be allowed to contribute to the discussions in light of their interest in
the work of EFSA. Members recommended reviewing the future role
and status of journalists in meetings and defining specific rules. The
future Platform should be aligned with experiences in other EU agen-
cies to ensure it facilitates dialogue with civil society. Participation
rules should be clear, attendance monitored and members excluded if
they do not attend regularly. The frequency of the meeting could be
reduced if light of the variety of other activities with stakeholders de-
veloped by EFSA.
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The Chair gave the floor to the rapporteur of Group 2: Group Improv-
ing the SHP’s output. The group agreed on the need for the Platform
to provide high level coordinated feedback to EFSA on specific topic
where a common view may be possible. In particular, when looking at
future consultations, members should agree, whenever possible on
join positions in response to such consultations. To do this, the group
called on EFSA to increase the visibility of forthcoming consultations.
Joint view can be provided in writing, prepared through conference call
among the members or by setting up specific discussion groups - par-
ticularly relevant for large consultations. Such ideas could be part of
the updated Terms of Reference of the Platform which could also con-
template an annual review of achievements.

In the discussion which followed members discussed some proposals
more in detail and agreed that some could be start to be implemented
as from the next meeting. Participants decided to first seek the feed-
back of members who were not present at the meeting before start
working on a proposal for a revision of the current Terms of Reference
(ToR) of the group to be discussed at the next meeting of the Plat-

form.

The Chair gave the floor to Alberto Spagnolli who referred to the re-
cent approval by the EFSA's Management Board of the Authority’s plan
to enhance the engagement with its stakeholders as part of the EFSA
plan to increase the transparency and engagement of EFSA’s work
(Transparency and Engagement Initiative).

Alberto welcomed the interesting proposals of the members and their
future work on the ToR of the Platform and said it will fit perfectly with
EFSA’s reflections for the development of such plan due by mid-2016.
Alberto showed a timeline with the different milestones of the plan and

the crucial exchange with stakeholders in the development.
Action 9: Members to comment on the suggestions on the enhance-

ment of the contribution of the Platform expressed at the 28" meeting

which will be reported in minutes of the meeting. End of July 2015.
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Action 10: Members to decide on how to take forward the suggestions

on the Platform’s enhancement, November meeting.

4.5 Good Administrative Practices for regulated products.
Consultation with stakeholders

Power point presentation - 4
The Chair gave the floor to Juliane Kleiner Acting Head of REPRO De-
partment at EFSA, who presented progress on the development of a
draft Code of Good Administrative Practices for regulated products.
This document was developed to support the evaluation of applications
and has a goal to define transparent and fair principles in the way that
they are managed. Juliane presented the key features of the document
and asked members to comment in particular on the specific work-
flows outlined in Chapter 3. The initial feedback of the members of the
Platform will help EFSA to finalise the draft document to be then
shared with the European Commission and to be aligned with the legal
constraints in the various sectorial legislations. EFSA also provided
participants with an update on how it is implementing the initiatives
outlined in its Catalogue of Services for applicants. In the discussion
which followed members highlighted the importance for the practices
to be aligned across EFSA’s panels and for EFSA to ensure coherence
between the services provided in the catalogues to applicants and this

document.

4.6 Upcoming public consultations at EFSA

Doc SHP 1506 15 -6
The Chair gave the floor to Lucia to present a provisional planning of
consultations at EFSA for the upcoming months and explain that EFSA
is engaged in improving the way the Agency consults with its stake-
holders and interested parties and is aware of the needs of its stake-
holders to rely on such a plan to better structure the provision of their
technical contributions.
The Chair gave the floor to Marta who explain how EFSA will be look-
ing on how to improve public consultations in in the framework of the

Transparency and Engagement initiative.
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Action 11: Members to send to Euros Jones, Vice-Chair, comments in
response to the public consultation with the Platform on the Good Ad-

ministrative Practices for regulated products.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chair gave the floor to Lucia to present the Rolling Plan on EFSA’s
activities with its stakeholders.
With no further points added to the agenda, the Chair closed the

meeting.

ENDS---
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