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Note  

Proposed Thematic Grants Areas for 2016 Thematic Grants 

In 2014, EFSA launched a pilot project for thematic grants following a call for proposals 

in which EFSA proposed broad thematic areas in which to co-finance large, innovative 

networking projects. Article 36 organisations applied by submitting specific projects 

proposals on topics within the thematic areas of the call. The main objectives of thematic 

grants are to facilitate a scientific cooperation framework, the development and 

implementation of joint projects, and the exchange of expertise and best practices in the 

fields within EFSA’s mission.  

As EFSA received interest in the thematic grants, it is envisaged to launch a new call for 

proposals in late 2015.  

This note outlines possible thematic areas of common interest in the EU for future 

thematic grants. The topics were suggested by the Advisory Forum Discussion Group on 

Future Needs in Research for Risk Assessment in 2013, which set the basis for the call 

launched in 2014. The potential thematic areas for the next thematic grants are being 

consulted with the Advisory Forum and Scientific Committee for further suggestions to 

take into account possible interests and needs in 2016. The themes indicated in this note 

are listed as they were suggested, not in order of priorities.  

 

 

 

  

https://dms.efsa.europa.eu/otcs/cs.exe?func=ll&objaction=overview&objid=10639928
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Thematic areas of common interest in the EU 

1. Risk assessment capacity building  

To further strengthen the risk assessment community in Europe, capacity building 

activities would be supported that could include training, e-learning and other activities 

contributing to the development of food and feed risk assessment, for example the 

organisation of conferences and workshops, exchange of doctoral students and / or staff 

members.  

 

2. Harmonisation of risk assessment methodologies  

Projects would be supported that foster harmonisation of risk assessment approaches 

and adherence to good practice. Developing further risk assessment methodologies 

would aim to consolidate and spread common risk assessment methodologies and best 

practices throughout Europe, in line with the work of the Scientific Network on 

harmonisation of risk assessment methodologies.  

 

3. Further developing the risk assessment process  

The current “risk assessment paradigm” – hazard identification and characterisation 

followed by exposure assessment and risk characterisation – will remain, however 

various elements of the process are expected to evolve, mainly in relation to alternative 

testing methods, consideration of combined exposures and effects, uncertainty analysis, 

low dose effects, burden of disease estimates amongst several others. Risk assessments 

should be relevant and fit-for-purpose for risk management. A proper framing of the 

question with a consideration of life-cycle and socio-economic aspects and the 

introduction of step-wise approaches in exposure and hazard assessment will improve 

fitness-for-purpose. Activities related to risk ranking are very useful. Projects would be 

welcome that develop the risk assessment process further and help to understand and 

quantify better the impact of food and feed safety issues on public health.  

 

4. New trends in identifying and characterising hazards  

In relation to biological hazards, the creation of a centralised microbial whole genome 

sequence database based on the use of common experimental protocols is needed to 

better predict the outcome of pathogen-host interactions. Also the history of food 

preservation (e.g. heat, acidic conditions, etc.) along with the food constituents need 

further attention. In chemical risk assessment, problem formulation should drive toxicity 

testing so that risk assessments are fit-for-purpose. Combined exposure to multiple 

hazards should also be addressed. The results of the risk assessment should be 

integrated into an impact assessment. 

[Taken up in call for proposal launched in November 2014, deadline 30 April 2015: New 

approaches in identifying and characterizing microbiological and chemical hazards 

(GP/EFSA/AFSCO/2015/01)] 

 

5. Environmental risk assessment  

The Ecosystem Services concept is recognised as a common basis for environmental risk 

assessment (ERA) of pesticides, GMOs and plant pests. Harmonisation across risk 

assessment Scientific Panels work in these areas would be beneficial. An interactive 

dialogue between the risk assessors and the risk managers is needed to agree on which 

are the specific protection goals. Important environmental monitoring is currently 

conducted by national authorities as well as by research projects and a common 

repository is needed to store and update the data collected.  

 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/art36grants/article36/gpefsaafsco201501.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/art36grants/article36/gpefsaafsco201501.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/art36grants/article36/gpefsaafsco201501.htm


 
 

 

3

 

6. Dietary exposure  

Further work is needed to harmonise and strengthen the quality of data on dietary 

exposure assessment at international level, for example by complementing data from 

monitoring with those from Total Diet Studies. Biomarkers of exposure can also be used 

to complement or validate exposure estimates. Screening of data can help to assess and 

explain uncertainties which help risk managers to manage their expectations about 

scientific advice. Communication support is essential in explaining complex concepts.  

 

7. Animal health issues  

Vector-borne diseases: Many vector-borne diseases are considered as emerging 

infectious diseases in the European Union. The recent example of the emergence of 

Schmallenberg virus in Northern Europe illustrates the need for a common reflection on 

this thematic. In addition, many vector-borne diseases are zoonotic diseases, i.e. 

diseases that can be transmitted directly or indirectly between animals and humans. 

These include for example Lyme disease, tick-borne encephalitis, West Nile virus, 

Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever and Leishmaniosis. Thus this issue concerns public 

health as well as animal health.  

Antimicrobial resistance: The overuse or misuse of antibiotics has been linked to the 

emergence and spread of micro-organisms which are resistant to them, rendering 

treatment ineffective and posing a serious risk to public health. This subject would 

beneficiate from a common approach.  

Bee health: Bees are critically important in the environment, sustaining biodiversity by 

providing essential pollination for a wide range of crops and wild plants. Over the past 10 

to 15 years, beekeepers have been reporting unusual weakening of bee numbers and 

colony losses, particularly in Western European countries. Harmonized research on bee 

health is of crucial importance to investigate the different factors that may contribute to 

this decline.  

 

8. Human Nutrition  

Nutritional vigilance, especially on energy drinks: some foodstuffs of special concern are 

not covered by vigilance schemes (ex. medicinal or exotic plants found in food 

supplements and not covered by drug monitoring). Questions about energy drinks are 

regularly raised by the Focal Points and at national level. A reflection on this subject 

could be beneficial, notably concerning the possibility of setting up a harmonized 

nutritional vigilance scheme on special foodstuff, and gathering data regarding adverse 

effects of these foodstuffs.  

Food allergies: the increase of food allergies in different countries could be interesting to 

investigate in a harmonized way, as well as the possibility of prevention/ 

recommendation for concerned people.  

Botanicals: The safety of some of the plants used as food (juice, tea, etc.) marketed in 

Europe, and in particular food supplements, is a real matter of concern. In order to 

facilitate risk assessment, EFSA published in 2012 a list of plants suspected of containing 

substances that may pose a potential threat to human health. A safety assessment of 

those “botanicals” is now needed to ensure the highest protection of consumer‟s health 

and it should be undertaken at European level according to a harmonized approach.  

Salt: The excess of salt consumption is today recognized as a risk factor for some 

diseases as high blood pressure, cardiovascular disorders, lung cancer. WHO has set in 

2003 a recommendation for a consumption limit of 5g/day/person. An inventory of 

amount of salt in different food could be useful, as well as of the initiatives to reduce this 

amount and of the impact on public health, including potential adverse effects (on the 

microbiology of the products for example).  
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9. Risk Communication strategies  

Perception and ranking of risks influence consumers‟ behaviour as well as their reaction 

in case of food crisis. Systematic studies with regard to risk perception and ranking of 

different risks by consumers, as well as the terminology used to describe hazards or 

risks are needed in order to improve risk communication in case of food crisis. Therefore 

a thorough knowledge of these mechanisms and comprehensive description and 

characterisation of the relevant risks using coherent and target-oriented terminology is 

of major importance to control crisis situations within Europe.  

 

10. Increasing the safety of food contact materials  

With a global food chain, the number and composition of food products has rapidly 

increased along with an increase in different types of packaging materials. Systematic 

analyses regarding the migration of substances from packages into foodstuff are 

required. More reliable and rapid detection methods and accurate data help to assess 

risks resulting from the migration of contaminants from packaging materials into food 

and will improve consumer health protection.  

 

11. Strategies for the prevention and reduction of chemical contaminants in 

food or feed  

A key part of the risk assessment process is the estimation of consumer exposure 

regarding the occurrence of chemical contaminants in the food chain and the carry-over 

of those compounds into food. The latter requires the identification of the major intake 

pathways into feed and food and their relevance for human exposure. Valid and reliable 

analytical data from appropriate carry-over studies throughout the entire food chain are 

needed for risk assessment and the development of prevention strategies.  

  

12. Data collection  

Already many efforts and projects are in place collecting data. Projects to be funded 

under this area would not aim so much to start new data collections but rather aim to 

support and where possibly simplify and harmonise data collection efforts, for example 

by stimulating sharing of existing databases and supporting data mining. This could be 

done through projects aiming at disseminating best practices and improving methods of 

collecting and analysing scientific and technical data and sharing data of common 

interest and collecting and analysing specific data in response to a common priority 

and/or emerging risks and/or with a view to facilitating risk assessment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


