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Scientific Panel on Food Additives and Nutrient Sources added to Food (ANS) 

Draft Minutes of the 53rd plenary meeting  

Held on 16-18 September 2014, Parma  
 

(Agreed by written procedure on 28 November 2014) 

 

Participants  

 Panel Members: 

Fernando Aguilar, Riccardo Crebelli, Alessandro Di Domenico, Birgit Dusemund, 
Maria José Frutos, David Gott, Ursula Gundert-Remy, Claude Lambré, Jean-Charles 
Leblanc, Peter Moldeus, Alicja Mortensen, Pasquale Mosesso, Agneta Oskarsson, 
Dominique Parent-Massin, Ivan Stankovic, Ine Waalkens-Berendsen, Ruud 
Woutersen, Matthew Wright, Maged Younes 

 Hearing Expert 

- Paul Tobback 

 European Commission: 

- Andreia Alvarez Porto (DG SANCO) 

 EFSA: 

FIP Unit: Anna Christodoulidou, Paolo Colombo, Claudia Heppner, Federica 
Lodi, Ana Maria Rincon, Camilla Smeraldi, Alexandra Tard.  

 

- REPRO (Regulated Products), Planning and Monitoring : Maria Astridou 

- APDESK (Applications Desk): Carla Martino 

- SCISTRAT (Science Strategy and Coordination): Jean-Lou Dorne 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair, Alicja Mortensen, welcomed all participants. Apologies for absence were received 
from following ANS Panel members: Pierre Galtier and Oliver Lindtner for the full plenary 
meeting.  

In addition: Ruud Woutersen did not participate in agenda points 1-6.3 and 9.1. 

Fernando Aguilar attended via teleconference and did not participate in agenda point 6.6, 7, 
8, 9.2, 9.3 and 10. 
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The ANS Panel was also informed that one member of the previous ANS Panel and 
currently member of the Standing Working Group (WG) on “the re-evaluation of food 
additives other than gums and colours” - P. Tobback - was invited to participate as hearing 
expert to the discussion in the agenda point 6.2.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The revised draft agenda was adopted. 

 

3. Declarations of interest 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-Making 
Processes1 and the Decision of the Executive Director implementing this Policy regarding 
Declarations of Interests2, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of interest and the 
Specific Declaration of interest filled in by the experts invited for the present meeting. No 
conflicts of interests related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified 
during the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of interest at the beginning of this 
meeting. 

 

4. Agreement on minutes 52nd ANS plenary meeting (1-4 July 2014) 

The members of the ANS Panel revised and agreed on the draft minutes of the 52nd plenary 
meeting. The minutes will be available on the Authority’s webpage.

3
  

 

5. Report on written procedures since 52nd Plenary meeting 

No outputs were adopted by written procedure since the previous meeting.  

 

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and possible adoption 

The Chair of the ANS Panel expressed her appreciation for the work done on the scientific 

outputs discussed at this meeting, by the Working Groups (WG) A and B on Food additives 

and Nutrient Sources and Exposure Assessment (mandate 2011-2014) and by the EFSA 

staff members supporting the Working Groups. 

 

6.1. Polyoxyethylene sorbitans (E432-436) (EFSA-Q-2011-00523, EFSA-Q-2011-
00524, EFSA-Q-2011-00525, EFSA-Q-2011-00526, EFSA-Q-2011-00527 and 
EFSA-Q-2012-00740) 

The rapporteur introduced the draft opinion to the ANS Panel members and outlined the 
main issues for discussion. The sections referring to the technical specifications and to 
ADME and toxicological studies were discussed and endorsed by the Panel. The Panel 
agreed that the exposure assessment section should be revised also considering that 
clarifications on certain uses should be provided by the European Commission. The 
adoption of the scientific opinion is deferred to an upcoming meeting. 

                                                           
1
 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 

2
 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf 

3
 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/140701a-m.pdf 

 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00523
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00524
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00524
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00525
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00526
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00527
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00740
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/140701a-m.pdf
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6.2. Ascorbic acid and ascorbates (E300-302) (EFSA-Q-2011-00470, EFSA-Q-2011-
00471, EFSA-Q-2011-00472) 

The draft opinion and the exposure assessment were presented by the rapporteur and 
the FIP staff, respectively. The need for further clarifications before finalisation of the 
exposure assessment was noted. This point will be addressed by the WG on “re-
evaluation on food additives other than gums and colours” before the opinion is 
reconsidered for possible adoption. 

 

6.3. Lecithins (E322) (EFSA-Q-2011-00500) 

The draft opinion was presented by the rapporteur to the members of the ANS Panel. 
Participants agreed on the need for clarifications on technical specifications and on some 
toxicological studies. Exposure assessment will be completed considering data coming 
from the public call. Further discussion of the scientific opinion is deferred to an 
upcoming meeting of the WG on “re-evaluation of gums and food additives from natural 
sources” before the opinion is reconsidered by the Panel. 

 

6.4. Quillaia extract (E999) (EFSA-Q-2011-00731; EFSA-Q-2014-00095) 

The rapporteur introduced the draft opinion to the ANS Panel members and outlined the 
main issues for discussion. As agreed with the European Commission this scientific 
opinion will combine re-evaluation of the food additive (E 999) with a new request for 
extension of use submitted by an applicant. Issues related to the specification of the food 
additive will be discussed at the forthcoming 1st meeting of WG on “applications”. 

 

6.5. Heme iron (blood peptonate) (EFSA-Q-2014-00294) 

The data submitted by the applicant as part of the dossier for the application were 
presented by the rapporteur to the members of the ANS Panel seeking their advice.  The 
ANS Panel was of the view that additional information needs to be sought from the 
applicant in order to complete the assessment. The issues highlighted during the 
discussion will be brought to the attention of the WG on “applications” which should 
elaborate on the information to be requested from the applicant. 

 

6.6. Tocopherols (E306-309)( EFSA-Q-2011-00475, EFSA-Q-2011-00476, EFSA-Q-
2011-00477, EFSA-Q-2011-00478) 

The draft opinion was presented by the rapporteur to the members of the ANS Panel. 
The need for clarifications and revision of exposure assessment was noted by the Panel.  
The WG on “re-evaluation of colours” will work on these aspects before the opinion is 
reconsidered by the ANS Panel for possible adoption.  

 

7. New Mandates 

The Panel was informed that two new mandates were accepted. They are referring to the 
extension of use of erythritol (E968) (EFSA-Q-2014-00493) and rosemary extract (E392) 
(EFSA-Q-2014-00498) and will be submitted to the newly formed WG on “Applications”. 

 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00470
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00471
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00471
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00472
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00500
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00731
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00095
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00294
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00475
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00476
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00477
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00477
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00478
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/?wicket:interface=:4::::
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/?wicket:interface=:2::::
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8. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/the Scientific Panel, Working Groups, 
EFSA, the European Commission 

8.1. Scientific Committee and other Scientific Panel(s) 

A vice-Chair of the ANS Panel attending the plenary of the Scientific Committee (16-
17 September) shortly updated the Panel members on the ongoing activities4. 

The topics5 discussed at the Scientific Committee meeting of 8-9 July 2014 were 
reported by the Chair of the Panel who attended this meeting. More details can be 
found in the minutes6 of the SC meeting. 

 

8.2. Working groups 

8.2.1. ANS Standing Working Groups: state of play 

A member of FIP scientific staff presented the rationale and the state of the art of the 
newly established standing working groups. 

  

8.2.2. Working Group on Isoflavones 

The Chair of the WG reported from the last meeting held on 15-16 September 2014. 
See item 9.1. 

 

8.2.3. Scientific Committee Working Groups of interest to the ANS Panel 

     No specific feedback was provided. 

  

8.3. EFSA 

 

8.3.1. General matters 

The Head of FIP Unit informed the Panel members about organizational changes 
within the REPRO (Scientific Evaluation of Regulated Products) department. 

 

8.3.2 GLP requirements for applications  

EFSA scientific staff from Planning & Monitoring and APDESK presented the 
interpretation of legal requirements concerning the application of Good Laboratory 
Practices (GLP) in studies conducted in support to “regulated products” applications. 
The application of this interpretation in the work of APDESK in evaluating suitability 
of application dossiers on food additives and nutrient sources was described. Two 
members expressed concern that the interpretation appeared not to recognize that 
there were horizontal requirements within the GLP directive 2004/9/EC.  

 

8.3.3 EFSA's draft 2015 Work Programme for grants and procurements in science 

This item was not discussed due to lack of time 

                                                           
4
 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/140916a-m.pdf  

5
 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/140708-a.pdf  

6
 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/140708-m.pdf  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/140916a-m.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/140708-a.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/140708-m.pdf
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8.3.4 Horizon 2020 

The next Framework Programme (FP) linked to EU 2020 Strategy has been briefly 
presented by a SCISTRAT scientific officer and the three main priorities with relevant 
priority research topics and the interaction with EFSA Scientific Panels were 
illustrated. 

 

8.4. European Commission  

No specific topics were reported by the European Commission representative. 

 

9.  Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion  

9.1. Isoflavones: protocol for risk assessment in peri- and post-menopausal 
women (EFSA-Q-2013-00916) 

Further to previous updates provided to the ANS Panel, at the current meeting the 
Chair of the WG presented the final protocol for risk assessment, as agreed by the 
Working Group on Isoflavones at its last meeting. 

The approach proposed for the risk assessment was deemed appropriate by the 
requestor to answer the Terms of Reference contained in the mandate. 

The ANS Panel endorsed the version presented at the current meeting, subject to the 
incorporation of minor editorial changes. It was agreed that the protocol will become 
part of the scientific opinion that is being drafted by the Working Group, thus 
providing important documentation on the methods followed for gathering, selecting 
and appraising the studies. 

 

9.2. EFSA statement on refined exposure assessment for brilliant black (E151) 
(EFSA-Q-2012-00887) 

A staff member of the DATA (Evidence management) unit presented the draft 
outcome of the exposure estimates for brilliant black (E151). Further to the last call 
for data, concentration data (uses levels and analytical data) were received which 
allowed a refined exposure estimate to be undertaken. The draft output prepared by 
EFSA will now undergo peer review prior to publication on the Authority webpage. 

 

9.3. EFSA statement on refined exposure assessment of curcumin (E100)  

(EFSA-Q-2012-00882) 

A staff member of the FIP unit presented the draft outcome of the exposure estimates 
for curcumin (E100) further to comment received from last plenary. The draft output 
will now undergo peer review prior to publication on the Authority webpage. 

 

10. Any other business 

No other business was raised. 

 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2013-00916
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2012-00887
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2012-00882

