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1 WELCOME BY CHAIR 
Stef Bronzwaer from EFSA’s Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation (AFSCO) Unit 
and Chair of the meeting opened the 18th meeting between Focal Points (FPs) and EFSA. 

The Chair welcomed the representatives from 32 countries, in particular those attending a 
FP meeting for the first time: Sanja Miloš (Croatia), Adrienne Pittman (France), Renáta 
Prisztóka (Hungary), Jerome Koch (Luxembourg), Maria Graça Mariano (Portugal) and 
Nina Milovic (Montenegro). Apologies were received from Denmark, Iceland and Serbia. 

2 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
The Chair informed participants that the first day of the Agenda included topics such as 
the 5 year review of the FP network and the 2013 FP reporting period. The second day of 
the FP meeting will be a joint meeting with AFCWG members, including training in 
stakeholder relations. Following previous distribution of the draft agenda to FPs, some 
items were raised under Points 12 “Issues raised Member States” and 13 “Any Other 
Business” (AOB). The Information Exchange Platform - IEP (SE); a presentation entitled 
“Benefits through cooperation with EFSA - grants and procurement, a win-win case” 
(CY); and reference to national events/reports by ES, FR, UK and AT, were topics raised. 
The Chair then adopted the final Agenda. 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Declarations of Interests, EFSA screened the 
Annual Declarations of Interest (ADoIs) of meeting participants. No conflicts of interest 
related to the issues discussed in this meeting were identified during the screening 
process or at the beginning of the meeting. FPs were reminded to update their ADoIs, 
especially when they receive a notification that it will soon be one year old i.e. that it will 
no longer be valid. 

The final minutes of the 17th FP meeting were approved by written procedure and 
published on EFSA’s website on the 14.06.2013 1 . They were also uploaded on 
ScienceNet2. 

 

                                                 
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/130507.htm 
2 https://sciencenet.efsa.europa.eu/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_32_0_229_0_-1_47/http;/bea-

aps.efsa.eu.int;11930/collab/do/document/overview?projID=80696&folderID=959950  
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3 EFSA’S SCIENTIFIC OPINION ON THE REVIEW OF PRACTICES AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON MEAT INSPECTIONS 

Michaela Hempen, Scientific Officer from EFSA’s Unit on Biological Hazards, briefed 
FPs on the current state-of-play of the work being carried out in EFSA regarding 
modernisation of meat inspection. A review of the key public health hazards in meat 
inspection, the impact on animal health and welfare of possible changes on meat 
inspection procedures, and the definition of harmonised epidemiological criteria are the 
key objectives of past and current work. After discussion, FPs asked for more detailed 
information on the subject. 

Action 1: AFSCO to provide FPs with the link to the EFSA’s webpage3 where more 
detailed information on the review of practices and recommendations on meat 
inspections is available. 

4 INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION - ONGOING AND PLANNED 
ACTIVITIES 

The Chair introduced Djien Liem, lead expert in International Scientific Cooperation, 
now working in the AFSCO Unit. Djien briefed FPs on the key objectives to achieve on 
this area: (1) support the EU at international level; (2) optimise the use of RA capacity; 
(3) contribute to the development and harmonisation of risk assessment methodologies 
and approaches; (4) contribute to strengthening the scientific evidence for risk assessment 
and risk monitoring; (5) promote coherence in risk communication and build awareness 
of EFSA’s activities at international level.  

During discussion, FPs made reference to international cooperation initiatives such as the 
Animal Health and Welfare ERA-NET (ANIHWA)4, the Global Food Safety Partnership5 
and the Global Microbial Identifier 6 .  In order to have an overview of national 
experiences on current/planned international cooperation activities existing at national 
level, FPs were informed that feedback will be requested to them at a later stage. The 
format, type of information and level of detail to be requested is currently under 
discussion in EFSA.  

Action 2: AFSCO to provide FPs with the links to the international cooperation 
initiatives Animal Health and Welfare ERA-NET (ANIHWA)4, the Global Food Safety 
Partnership5 and the Global Microbial Identifier6. 

5 RELEVANT ISSUES FROM THE LAST ADVISORY FORUM MEETING 

The Chair introduced Jeff Moon, Deputy Head of the AFSCO Unit, who provided an 
overview of the relevant issues from the last Advisory Forum (AF) meeting (occurred in 
Vilnius, 25-26.09.2013). Particular reference was made to key cooperation issues such as 
the FP review, International Scientific Cooperation, the Scientific Cooperation Review 
and the Review of EFSA’s Scientific Networks. 

AF members expressed that FPs are seen as essential links between the AF, the AFCWG, 
Article 36 organisations and members of EFSA’s scientific networks. A key conclusion 

                                                 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/meatinspection.htm#efsa_activities  
4 http://www.anihwa.eu/  
5 http://www.gfsp.org/  
6 http://www.g-m-i.org/  
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of the AF meeting was that FPs should further explore their role in providing support 
(and developing guidance) for the national representatives in EFSA’s scientific networks 
and in mapping international cooperation initiatives at national level. 

To implement the abovementioned roles, the Chair informed that (1) a period of one 
week (i.e. by 18.10.2013) is given for FPs to express their interest in participating on a 
“FP Discussion Group on the Development of a Guideline for Coordination of the Work 
of National Representatives in EFSA’s Scientific Networks”; (2) access rights to the 
ScienceNet workspace of the different EFSA’s scientific networks will be granted to AF 
members and FPs. 

Action 3: FPs to express their interest in participating on a “FP Discussion Group on the 
Development of a Guideline for Coordination of the Work of National Representatives in 
EFSA’s Scientific Networks” by 18.10.2013. 

Action 4: AFSCO to coordinate the granting of access rights to the ScienceNet 
workspace of the different EFSA’s scientific networks to AF members and FPs and to 
inform them accordingly. 

6 PUBLIC ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS DISCUSSED IN THE CONTEXT OF 
EFSA MEETINGS 

The Chair introduced Dirk Detken, Head of the EFSA Unit on Legal and Regulatory 
Affairs, who provided an overview of the current framework applying to public access to 
EFSA’s documents. Past access to EFSA documents, the reasons that justified such 
access and the need for an increased common awareness of the possible accessibility to 
all documents prepared or handled by EFSA were key messages conveyed during this 
presentation.  

7 STAFF EXCHANGES BETWEEN EFSA AND MS & DISSEMINATION OF 
INFORMATION ON EFSA’S SCIENTIFIC VACANCIES 

The Chair introduced Petya Kamenova, from EFSA’s Human Capital and Knowledge 
Management Unit, who briefed FPs on the current opportunities for staff exchanges 
between EFSA and MS. Reference was made to the current setting up of a new route, 
named “Guest Scientist”, that should allow for the short term posting of scientists 
originating from public administration (or a public intergovernmental institution) in 
EFSA. This career route is currently still under discussion in EFSA.   

FPs were also invited to disseminate information on EFSA’s scientific vacancies. The 
aim is to allow for a more targeted approach of the dissemination process, by providing in 
advance to FPs information on the desired level of expertise, years of professional 
experience, areas of competence, and as well on the attractiveness of the job offer and 
career perspectives. FPs agreed on the proposed approach and to further disseminate such 
information.  

Action 5: FPs to, when prompted, disseminate information on EFSA’s scientific 
vacancies. 

8 STATE OF PLAY ON THE REVIEW OF SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION 
The Chair gave the floor to Jeff Moon, who informed FPs on the current state-of-play of 
the scientific cooperation review process. A revised roadmap for scientific cooperation 
will be prepared taking into account (1) the outcome of the AF Discussion Group on 
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enhanced scientific cooperation; (2) the FP review; and (3) the outcome of an external 
review on the efficiency and effectiveness of past grants and procurement project 
deliverables. This roadmap will be presented to the Management Board on the first half 
of 2014, for endorsement, in order to become operational from 2015 onwards.  

9 STATE OF PLAY ON THE 5 YEAR REVIEW OF THE FOCAL POINT 
NETWORK 

The Chair introduced Sérgio Potier Rodeia, Scientific Officer of the AFSCO Unit, who 
informed FPs on the current state-of-play of the 5 year review of the FP network. 
Reference was made to the work of the in-house EFSA FP Task Force, in particular to the 
SWOT analysis of combined input received from FPs and from identified strategic and 
operational documents. The key conclusions of this analysis were presented and are 
available on ScienceNet7.  

Specific reference was made to the BTSF courses on principles and methods of food 
safety risk assessment. FPs expressed the view that the available BTSF training material 
is not fit-for-purpose to be used in national trainings and that not always the attendees of 
the trainings are well prepared to deliver such trainings. The Chair concluded that the link 
to the BTSF website where training material is available will be circulated8. Additional 
material (e.g. “syllabus”) will also be circulated to FPs as soon as available.    

In order to allow for the integration of the FP review into the wider frame of the 
Scientific Cooperation, Sérgio Potier Rodeia informed participants that the current FP 
Agreements will be amended and extended for one more calendar year, i.e. until end of 
2014. To prepare the amendment and signature of the 2014 FP Agreements, a request for 
confirmation of the name of the FP organisation and of the person that will sign the FP 
Agreement will be sent out to the network. 

Action 6: AFSCO to circulate to FPs the link of the webpage where training material 
generated during the BTSF courses on principles and methods of food safety risk 
assessment is available8.  

Action 7: AFSCO to request FPs information on the name of the FP organisation and 
name of the person who will sign the FP Agreements in 2014.        

10 DISCUSSION GROUP ON A TEMPLATE FOR EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION WITHIN THE FOCAL POINT NETWORK 

The Chair gave the floor to Sérgio Potier Rodeia, who briefly explained the background 
for setting up this Discussion Group and the objectives of the template. The template 
aims to bring in clarity and focus to requests for exchange of information sent out to the 
FP network. Sérgio Potier Rodeia gave then the floor to Cristina Alonso-Andicoberry 
(ES) who presented the draft template. 

After discussion, FPs endorsed the idea of using the template. A period for final 
comments on the draft template is given until 01.11.2013. As of 04.11.2013, a pilot phase 
for testing the use of the template will be initiated. During this period, FPs are asked to 
provide feedback on difficulties faced on the use of the template. The FP Discussion 
Group will meet or plan a teleconference during the course of January 2014 to analyse 
                                                 
7 https://sciencenet.efsa.europa.eu/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_32_0_229_0_-1_47/http;/bea-

aps.efsa.eu.int;11930/collab/do/document/overview?projID=80696&folderID=1171371 
8 http://www.trainsaferfood.eu/Trainings/RiskAssessment.aspx  
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feedback received and to report back on the use of the template at the coming FP meeting, 
to occur on 19-20.02.2014. 

Action 8: FPs to comment on the draft template for exchange of information within the 
FP network by 01.11.2013 (available on ScienceNet9). 

Action 9: As of 04.11.2013, FPs/EFSA to start using the updated template when 
submitting requests for exchange of information within the FP network (final draft 
template to be made available). 

Action 10: Discussion Group to present feedback at the coming FP meeting in Parma 
(19-20.02.2014) on the use of the template for exchange of information within the FP 
network.   

11 FOCAL POINT REPORTING 2013 
The Chair gave the floor to Sérgio Potier Rodeia who briefed participants on the current 
state-of-play of the FP reporting process for 2013. Reference was made to the reporting 
calendar and as well to the main structure of the report for 2013 and respective guideline. 
During discussion, some FPs raised the question under which heading of the FP report of 
activities such as supporting training on risk assessment (including the BTSF 
programme) or coordinating the work of national representatives in EFSA’s scientific 
networks should be included. The Chair concluded that additional information on the 
subject will be provided after the meeting.   

12 ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBER STATES 
12.1 ISSUES CONCERNING THE INFORMATION EXCHANGE PLATFORM 

The Chair introduced Anita Stromberg (SE) who requested to raise two issues concerning 
the IEP: (1) the possibility to increase the number of characters for the description of 
abstracts in the IEP; (2) the possibility to grant access rights to documents in the IEP to 
additional users. Sérgio Potier Rodeia clarified that (1) the available number of characters 
has already been increased in the past. However, given the plans to migrate the IEP into 
EFSA’s virtual library, further developments of the IEP are not under consideration at 
this stage; and (2) currently the IEP has restricted access to specific groups. However, 
individuals nominated by the AF member can also be granted access.    

12.2  BENEFITS THROUGH COOPERATION WITH EFSA – GRANTS & 
PROCUREMENT, A WIN–WIN CASE  

The Chair introduced Eleni Ioannou-Kakouri (CY) who made a presentation entitled 
“Benefits through Cooperation with EFSA- Grants & Procurement, a win-win case”. The 
presentation illustrated concrete examples of benefits for both EFSA and CY deriving 
from joint cooperation activities such as grants and procurement projects, and as well 
deriving from information exchange on specific EU projects.  

13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
13.1 GRANTS & PROCUREMENTS 

The Chair introduced Ilias Papatryphon, Head of the Planning and Monitoring Team of 
the Risk Assessment and Scientific Assistance Directorate, who provided participants 
                                                 
9 https://sciencenet.efsa.europa.eu/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_32_0_229_0_-1_47/http;/bea-

aps.efsa.eu.int;11930/collab/do/document/overview?projID=91473&folderID=1230277 
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with an update on upcoming grant and procurement calls, and some reflections on the so 
called “thematic grant scheme”. More detailed reference was made to the procedure for 
implementing horizontal framework contracts with reopening competition and to the 
possible implementation of thematic grant schemes as of 2015, aiming to increase the 
relevance of the programme to EFSA`s core business, to reinforce the EU risk assessment 
capacity building, and to improve the efficiency and efficacy of work distribution. More 
information on EFSA’s grant and procurement schemes is available on EFSA website10,11.   
13.2 PROMPTING ORGANISATIONS TO UPDATE ARTICLE 36 

QUESTIONNAIRES – FOCAL POINT ACTIONS 

The Chair introduced Kerstin Gross-Helmert, Senior Scientific Officer of the AFSCO 
Unit, who briefed FPs on the current status of updates and new designations/deletions 
received so far from Permanent Representations points regarding the Article 36 List. The 
floor was then given to Laurence Ballieux (BE) and Marica Theiszova (SK) for short 
presentations on how BE and SK have motivated national organisations to act. 

During discussion, FPs expressed the wish to receive information on what should be 
included in the letters to be sent by the Permanent Representations to EFSA, notifying 
changes on the List. To further clarify this issue, a detailed explanation of the content of 
this letter will be provided to FPs. 

 Action 11: AFSCO to provide FPs with further detailed explanation of the information to 
be included in the letters to be sent by the Permanent Representations to EFSA notifying 
changes on the Article 36 List. 

13.3  RESPONSE TIME FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS  

The Chair gave the floor to Jeff Moon who informed FPs about the ongoing discussions 
regarding the response time given to national agencies for EFSA public consultations.     

13.4 TABLE ON PLANNED FOCAL POINT EVENTS 

The Chair gave the floor to Sérgio Potier Rodeia who reminded FPs to update the table 
available on ScienceNet concerning planned national FP events12. The table allows for 
the timely provision of support by EFSA to MS on the occasion of such events (e.g. 
allocation of speakers, provision of outreach material, etc.). 

Action 12: FPs to continue updating the table on national FP events available on 
ScienceNet12.   

13.5 FUTURE FOCAL POINT MEETINGS 

The dates scheduled for the 2014 FP meetings are:  

• 19th  FP meeting: 19-20 February, Parma, Italy. 

• 20th FP meeting: 04-05 June, Parma, Italy. 

• 21st FP meeting: 08-09 October, Berlin, Germany.  

                                                 
10 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/calls/art36grants.htm 
11 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/calls/procurement.htm 
12 https://sciencenet.efsa.europa.eu/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_32_0_229_0_-1_47/http;/bea-

aps.efsa.eu.int;11930/collab/do/document/overview?projID=611887&folderID=1072381 
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13.6 OTHER ISSUES RAISED BY FOCAL POINTS 

The Chair gave to floor to Cristina Alonso-Andicoberry (ES) who informed participants 
about the 1st coordination meeting held between the ES FP and the national 
representatives in the different EFSA scientific networks. The meeting occurred on 
30.09.2013 and allowed for a first exchange of views on how work can be best 
coordinated and communicated between the 14 participants.     

The Chair gave the floor to Adrienne Pittman (FR) who informed participants about the 
joint scientific conference organised by ANSES, DTU and BfR entitled “Chemical 
mixtures: challenges for research and risk assessment?” 13 occurring in Paris on 10-
11.12.2013. The meeting will bring together key European and international partners and 
aims to stimulate the exchange of practices and research knowledge on chemical mixtures.  

Alisdair Wotherspoon (UK) asked the floor to inform participants that the Food 
Standards Agency recently published the seventh Annual Report of the Chief Scientist. 
The report provides an overview of how the Agency has used science and evidence 
during the past year. 

Johann Steinwider (AT) asked the floor to inform FPs of his recent participation in a 
meeting on bee health, where he presented EFSA’s work on the topic. 

As per request of Foteini Tzoumanika (GR), Sérgio Potier Rodeia informed FPs about a 
conference to occur in Athens, Greece, on 12.12.2013 on communication on chemical 
occurrence.    

CLOSURE OF MEETING 
The Chair reminded participants that the joint meeting between AFCWG members and 
FPs will take place on the morning of the next day. He also reminded FPs that indicated 
to participate on the Focus Group exercise on EFSA's printed publications that the 
meeting will take place on the afternoon of the following day. 

The Chair closed the meeting, thanking participants for their attendance and active 
contributions in the various discussions. He finally wished for a continued collaboration 
between EFSA and FPs network during the course of 2014. 

                                                 
13 http://www.anses.fr/en/content/chemical-mixtures-challenges-research-and-risk-assessment 
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SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS 
 

Reference Who What 

Action 1 AFSCO 
to provide FPs with the link to the EFSA’s webpage3 where more 
detailed information on the review of practices and recommendations 
on meat inspections is available 

Action 2 AFSCO 
to provide FPs with the links to the international cooperation initiatives 
Animal Health and Welfare ERA-NET (ANIHWA)4, the Global Food 
Safety Partnership5 and the Global Microbial Identifier6 

Action 3 FPs 
to express their interest in participating on a “FP Discussion Group on 
the Development of a Guideline for Coordination of the Work of 
National Representatives in EFSA’s Scientific Networks” by 18.10.2013

Action 4 AFSCO 
to coordinate the granting of access rights to the ScienceNet workspace 
of the different EFSA’s scientific networks to AF members and FPs and 
to inform them accordingly 

Action 5 FPs to, when prompted, disseminate information on EFSA’s scientific 
vacancies 

Action 6 AFSCO 
to circulate to FPs the link of the webpage where training material 
generated during the BTSF courses on principles and methods of food 
safety risk assessment is available8 

Action 7 AFSCO to request FPs information on the name of the FP organisation and 
name of the person who will sign the FP Agreements in 2014 

Action 8 FPs to comment on the draft template for exchange of information within the 
FP network by 01.11.2013 (available on ScienceNet9) 

Action 9 FPs 
as of 04.11.2013, FPs to start using the updated template when 
submitting requests for exchange of information within the FP network 
(final draft template to be made available) 

Action 10 Discussion 
Group 

to present feedback at the coming FP meeting in Parma (19-
20.02.2014) on the use of the template for exchange of information 
within the FP network  

Action 11 AFSCO 
to provide FPs with further detailed explanation of the information 
to be included in the letters to be sent by the Permanent 
Representations to EFSA notifying changes on the Article 36 List 

Action 12 FPs to continue updating the table on national FP events available on 
ScienceNet12 

 


