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European Food Safety Authority – Via Carlo Magno 1/a, 43126 Parma, ITALY 

Tel: (+39) 0521 036 200 • Fax: (+39) 0521 036 0200 • www.efsa.europa.eu 

 

Network on EFSA-IT Zoonoses Task Force 

Minutes of the 3rd meeting 

Held on 22 02 2013, Parma  
 

Participants 

 Network Representatives of Member States: 

 

Country  Name  Country  Name  

Austria  Verena Spiteller Latvia  Atis Saule 

Belgium  Stijn Saevels  Lithuania  Agniete 
Grusauskiene 

Bulgaria  Emil Simenov Luxembourg  Carlos Georges 

Cyprus  Christodoulos Pipis Malta   

Czech Republic  Petr Hedbavny Netherlands   

Denmark   Poland   

Estonia  Jelena Sogel and 
Reimo Roosileth 

Portugal   

Finland  Mikko Tuominen Romania  Iona Neghirla, 
Iulian Paraian and 
Alexandru Barsan 

France  Matthieu Pinson 
and Matthieu 
Nouvel 

Slovakia  Juraj Pikulik 

Germany  Bernd Alois 
Tenhagen 

Slovenia  Robert Pucher 

Greece  Maria Alexandraki Spain  Gema Lopez 
Orozco and Carlos 
Molina 

Hungary  Peter Zarka Sweden Martin Bergstrom 

Ireland  Andrew O’Connor 
and Donal Mccoy 

United Kingdom  Lesley Larkin 

Italy  Luca Forlizzi   

 

 

 EFSA:  

o Risk Assessment & Scientific Assistance Planning & Monitoring Team – 
Fabrizio Abbinante (Chair) 
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o Biological Monitoring Unit (BIOMO) – Pia Mäkelä, Francesca Riolo, and Ilaria 
Inverardi  

o Dietary &Chemicals Monotoring Unit (DCM) – Stefano Cappé 

o IT Systems - Giancarlo Costa, Marco Leoni and Mario Monguidi 

 

 Others 

o Attila Tarpai (Norway) 

o Sahin Guzin (Turkey)   

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants and announced that the intention of the meeting was to 
focus on future provision of Zoonoses data reporting using XML and Excel files.  

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of interest  

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-Making 
Processes regarding Declarations of Interests (DoIs)1 and the Decision of the Executive 
Director implementing this Policy2, members of networks, peer review meetings, networking 
meetings and their alternates shall be invited to complete and submit an Annual Declaration 
of interest (ADoI).  

EFSA screened the ADoI filled in by the experts invited for the present meeting. No conflicts 
of interests related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the 
screening process or at the Oral Declaration of interest (ODoI) at the beginning of this 
meeting. 

The Chair thanked the representatives that have submitted an ADoI.  

 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf
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5. Topics for discussion 

5.1 Data Models for Zoonoses and Antimicrobial Resistance for reporting in 2013 

Francesca Riolo, (BIOMO), presented the data models for the 2013 reporting season 
which will open soon, explaining in details some of them such as the ‘Prevalence Data 
Model’ outlining that some variables are linked to specific pick lists (dictionaries). She 
illustrated also the ‘AMR Isolate Based Data Model’ and the new ‘Food Sample Data 
Model’. She underlined the importance of reading carefully the guidelines, mainly for the 
fields marked as optional: they can be optional and mandatory at the same time 
depending on the zoonoses reported. 

There are three new data models for 2013 reporting, the ‘Disease Status Data Model’, the 
‘Text Forms Data Model’ and the ‘Sample Based Data on Zoonoses in Food’. 

The data model for the sample based data in food includes a ‘compound field’: which 
covers more than one variable, thus it is a string that can contains also numeric values. 

The Foodex2 will be taken over in the data models starting from 2014-15. 

 

 

5.2 Information about EFSA Grants and Contracts for XML/Excel submission 

Francesca Riolo (BIOMO) presented grants and procurements (contracts) for the data 
transmission through DCF and updating historical data. 

It is important that reporting countries move to XML/XLS data submission through DCF 
(Data Collection Framework). EFSA is not able to support for many years two parallel 
reporting applications and therefore the Web Reporting Application (with manual input of 
data) will be closed in the coming years. EFSA is offering financial support to reporting 
countries in the terms of grants and contracts to help them with this move.  

Several institutes from a same country may apply to the calls; if the fields they cover in 
their applications do not overlap. 

 

5.3 Standard Sample Description Project (SSD 2) 

Stefano Cappé (DCM) gave a presentation on the work of the standard sample 
description working group. The intention is that each year the main release of new 
Standard Sample Description will be in March. Changes during the year are possible and 
will be tracked as preliminary. In November these new terms in addition to the ones 
requested by the EFSA Networks are analysed and accepted or rejected. The rejected 
term will be linked to the current term. 

The SSD1 will be maintained until 2018, thus the reporting countries have the time to 
move to SSD2 gradually. 

 

5.4 Data Collection Framework (DCF) enhancements 

Giancarlo Costa (IT Systems) presented the DCF enhancements put in place for the 2012 
data reporting season and the ones will be implemented for this 2013 season; then Mario 
Monguidi (IT Systems) illustrated how the DCF is working running a pre-registered 
demonstration. 

The replacement of a transmission can be done for valid and/or rejected transmissions; 
the deletion instead can be done only for ‘valid’ or ‘valid with warnings’ transmissions. It 
was also pointed out that the XSD file is downloadable from the DCF system. 
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Regarding the Data Provider role, it was clarified that a Data Provider can replace only 
his/her transmissions for security reasons. 

 

5.5 2013 DWH Project and DWH Access Policy 

Fabrizio Abbinante gave a detailed presentation on how the Data Warehouse project has 
been developed and on how it is being implemented. He underlined the draft Technical 
Report on DWH Access Policy that is also out for consultation; thus feedback and 
comments are expected and very welcome. 

 

5.6 Molecular Typing Data Collection in food and animal isolates 

Pia Mäkelä gave a presentation on the Molecular Typing Data Collection at EU level for 
bacterial isolates from food and animals. The work is ongoing and a plan for the data 
collection will be finalised by the end of the year. There will be a pilot data collection in 
2014. The European Commission asked for this type of data collection to enable the 
comparison of isolates from humans, food and animals. This will enable better 
identification of the sources of humans infections.. 

 

6. Any Other Business  

6.1 Presentation from Romania about their central system to collect data: LIMS 

The IT consultant of the Romanian delegation gave a presentation on how Romania 
implemented a centralised system to collect data from the officials’ laboratories compliant 
with the SSD1 standards. This system is used to automatically prepare and transmit data 
in XML format to EFSA. The first implementation was done with 16 laboratories, and in 
2010 they implemented the integration with EFSA. The data validation is done by setting 
business rules at department level thus the laboratories are forced to input correct data. 

They connected directly to the system through an internet connection, taking the remote 
control of the system main server. 

 

7. Conclusions  

The chair thanked the meeting participants for their contributions to the meeting. Since  
the last meeting in September 2011 many steps ahead were done. The migration of data 
has still to be improved, but anyway good progress was made.  

 

 


