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PARTICIPANTS 

Members of the PLH Panel 

Richard BAKER, Thierry CANDRESSE, Erzsébet DORMANNSNÉ SIMON, Gianni GILIOLI, 

Jean-Claude GRÉGOIRE, Michael John JEGER, Olia Evtimova KARADJOVA, Gábor LÖVEI, 

David MAKOWSKI, Charles MANCEAU, Maria NAVAJAS, Angelo PORTA PUGLIA, Trond 

RAFOSS, Vittorio ROSSI, Jan SCHANS, Gritta SCHRADER, Gregor UREK, Johan Coert VAN 

LENTEREN, Irene VLOUTOGLOU, Stephan WINTER, Marina ZLOTINA 

EFSA 

PLH Unit: Roberta CARFAGNINI, Elzbieta CEGLARSKA, Gábor HOLLO, Virag KERTESZ, 

Svetla KOZELSKA, Doreen RUSSELL, Giuseppe STANCANELLI, Sara TRAMONTINI, Sybren 

VOS 

Hearing Experts  

Johan BREMMER (LEI Wageningen UR), Arie KEIJZER (FIDES), Peter LENTJES (Naktuinbouw) 

European Commission 

Guillermo CARDON 

Apologies 

European Commission: Michael WALSH and EFSA: Elzbieta Ceglarska 

1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

The Panel Chair welcomed the Panel members. Apologies were received from Michael Walsh 

(whole meeting) and Elzbieta Ceglarska (first day only). 
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2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

The agenda was adopted. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Declarations of Interest, EFSA screened the Annual 

Declaration of Interest (ADoI) and Specific Declaration of Interest (SDoI) filled in by the experts 

invited to the meeting. 

4. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 35
TH

 PLENARY MEETING 

The minutes were adopted. 

5. PRESENTATION AND DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE CHIP PROJECT – COMMODITY BASED 

HAZARD IDENTIFICATION PROTOCOL FOR EMERGING DISEASES IN PLANT AND 

ANIMALS – AN EFSA ARTICLE 36 PROJECT 

Johan Bremmer from the consortium of the project Commodity based Hazard Identification 

Protocol (acronym CHIP), presented the Panel with an overview of the project. Designed to address 

the biological hazards associated with plants and animals, the consortium has developed a 

methodology to be used to identify the level of risk associated with a commodity pathway for a 

particular pathogen or pest. The components of the protocol enable a decision to be reached on 

whether a full risk assessment should be undertaken based on the different levels within the decision 

support tree. The decision tree was practically illustrated using an example of the import of roses 

from a third country. 

The Panel asked questions relating to the definition of ratings, if a sensitivity analysis is used in the 

protocol and if aggregated data is used in scanning. The Panel was advised that the project has been 

devised to look for emerging risks and is not intended as a substitute for the Panel’s risk assessments 

but rather a quick method by which trade data can be analysed.  

6. REPORT ON THE SAS WORKING GROUP ON GUIDELINES FOR EXPERT KNOWLEDGE 

ELICITATION IN FOOD AND FEED SAFETY RISK ASSESSMENT 

The Panel was presented with an overview terms of reference of the EFSA working group 

established to develop methodologies for eliciting knowledge from experts in food and feed safety 

risk assessment. The deliverables of the project will be to develop a draft guidance document 

followed by a workshop for Panel members and EFSA staff to present the results. Feedback will be 

collected in order to finalise the guidance document. 

The central concepts for consideration were outlined to the Panel including the systematic web 

search for guidelines, often only available in grey literature, and other searches carried out by the 

working group. To assist the working group, the Panel was asked to consider two questions and the 

corresponding answers they would expect to receive from external experts. 
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Panel members provided their considerations on the questions and commented on the value for the 

Panel of the initiative when searching for experts. 

7. NEW MANDATES FROM THE COMMISSION: PORTUGUESE RESPONSE TO THE EFSA 

OPINION ON PINE WOOD NEMATODE HOST PLANTS 

Following the adoption of the Panel opinion on Pine Wood Nematode host plants (EFSA-Q-

2011-00883), the Portuguese Authorities have provided comments which the Commission would 

like EFSA to consider, in particular that the species Pinus pinea should be exempted from the EU 

emergency measures against pine wood nematode. The Panel discussed the request indicating that to 

address the Portuguese comments the survey data from Portugal would need to be provided and 

evaluated. 

The Commission representative also presented a request from the Commission for an amendment to 

the Bemisia tabaci mandate to include a request from the Chilean authorities for Jubaea chilensis, 

the Chilean wine palm, to be exempted from the EU import requirements in relation to Bemisia 

tabaci and the viruses it transmits. 

The Panel discussed the request, indicating that significant additional work would be needed at 

commodity level, that including the amendment could diffuse the opinion and would in addition 

make the current deadline difficult to adhere to. The Panel requested that the new request is dealt 

with as a separate mandate and work on it could commence after the existing Bemisia tabaci opinion 

is adopted by the Panel and work completed within 3 months. 

8. UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF THE ON-GOING MANDATES 

- Request to provide a scientific opinion on the risk to plant health of Liriomyza trifolii 

(Burgess), Liriomyza huidobrensis (Blanchard), Erwinia chrysanthemi pv. dianthicola 

(Hellmers) Dickey, Pseudomonas caryophylli (Burkholder) Starr and Burkholder, 

Phialophora cinerescens (Wollenweber) van Beyma, Puccinia horiana Hennings, Scirrhia 

pini Funk and Parker, and Chrysanthemum stunt viroid, for the EU territory 

The EFSA Panel on Plant Health is requested to prepare a pest risk assessment for each of the 

above mentioned species. For each organism EFSA is asked to identify risk management options and 

to evaluate their effectiveness in reducing the risk to plant health posed by the organism. EFSA is 

also requested to carry out an evaluation of the present EU requirements against those organisms, 

which are laid down in Council Directive 2000/29/EC. The mandate is registered in the EFSA 

register of questions as: EFSA-Q-2011-01158, Liriomyza trifolii (Burgess); EFSA-Q-2011-01184, 

Liriomyza huidobrensis (Blanchard); EFSA-Q-2011-01185, Erwinia chrysanthemi pv. dianthicola 

(Hellmers) Dickey; EFSA-Q-2011-01186, Pseudomonas caryophylli (Burkholder) Starr and 

Burkholder; EFSA-Q-2011-01187, Phialophora cinerescens (Wollenweber) van Beyma; EFSA-Q-

2011-01188, Puccinia horiana Hennings; EFSA-Q-2011-011889, Scirrhia pini Funk and Parker and 

EFSA-Q-2011-01190, Chrysanthemum stunt viroid. 

An update on the activities of the coordination group and of the four taxonomic subgroups was 

presented. The task undertaken for pest categorisation for the organisms was outlined and the 
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importance of data to be extracted from the questionnaires sent to Member States highlighted, given 

that in the risk assessment area the presence/absence of the pathogens is dynamic. The status of the 

risk assessments for entry, establishment, spread and impacts were presented to the Panel and an 

update provided on the scientific literature being sought. To streamline the work of the different 

working groups it was suggested that the parts of the opinions under development and common to all 

the opinions should be included in the drafts. 

The Panel discussed geographic distribution and the use of the ratings and descriptors from the 

opinion on Potato Cyst Nematodes
1
. The Panel will be provided with these descriptors as an aide-

memoire and to enable suggestions on ratings to be made. 

- Request to provide a scientific opinion on the risk to plant health of Bemisia tabaci for 

the EU territory 

The EFSA Panel on Plant Health is requested to provide a pest risk assessment of Bemisia 

tabaci Genn with particular regard to the viruses it transmits, to identify risk management options 

and to evaluate their effectiveness in reducing the risk. EFSA is also requested to provide an opinion 

on the effectiveness of the present EU special requirements linked to Bemisia tabaci as listed in 

Annex IV of Council Directive 2000/29/EC. 

The Chair of the working group provided an overview of the progress made by the working group 

and the remaining timetable for completing the opinion. The usefulness of the draft Guidance 

document on the evaluation of risk reduction options in the opinion was emphasised for this and the 

Annex II (A) II opinions. 

- Request to provide a scientific opinion on the risk to plant health of the tospoviruses, for 

the EU territory  

The EFSA Panel on Plant Health is requested to provide a pest risk assessment of Tomato 

spotted wilt virus as well as of the other tospoviruses, for the EU territory. EFSA is also requested to 

identify risk management options and to evaluate their effectiveness in reducing the risk and to 

provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the present EU requirements against Tomato spotted wilt 

virus and Chrysanthemum stem necrosis virus, as in the Council Directive 2000/29/EC. The mandate 

is registered in the EFSA register of question as EFSA-Q-2012-00076. 

The Chair of the working group updated the Panel on the work commenced recently on the risk 

assessment for tomato spotted wilt virus and the timetable for working group meetings. Development 

of the scientific opinion is expected to follow the pattern adopted by the Annex II (A) II taxonomic 

sub groups. 

9. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT OPINION ON THE RISK TO PLANT 

HEALTH OF THE TOSPOVIRUSES, FOR THE EU TERRITORY – PEST CATEGORISATION 

The EFSA Panel on Plant Health is requested to provide a pest risk assessment of Tomato 

spotted wilt virus as well as of the other tospoviruses, for the EU territory. EFSA is also requested to 

                                                 
1
 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/2644.htm 
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identify risk management options and to evaluate their effectiveness in reducing the risk and to 

provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the present EU requirements against Tomato spotted wilt 

virus and Chrysanthemum stem necrosis virus, as in the Council Directive 2000/29/EC. The mandate 

is registered in the EFSA register of question as: EFSA-Q-2011-01156. 

The Chair of the working group advised the Panel that adoption was scheduled for this plenary 

meeting. However in order to enable the inclusion of the data submitted in the Member States’ 

questionnaires in the opinion and to also include the islands of Madeira and the Azores in the pest 

risk assessment area, the opinion will be circulated to the Panel on 11 June for written adoption by 

15 June 2012; subject to the Commission agreeing to this 1 month extension. The Panel were asked 

to endorse the opinion and endorsement of the opinion was confirmed. 

10. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT SCIENTIFIC OPINION ON THE 

GUIDANCE ON METHODOLOGY FOR EVALUATION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OPTIONS 

TO REDUCE THE RISK OF INTRODUCTION AND SPREAD OF ORGANISMS HARMFUL TO 

PLANT HEALTH IN THE EU TERRITORY 

The EFSA Panel on Plant Health is requested to produce guidance on methodology for 

evaluation of the effectiveness of options to reduce the risk of introduction and spread of organisms 

harmful to plants in the EU territory. The mandate is registered in the EFSA register of questions as 

EFSA-Q-2010-01343. 

The EFSA secretariat provided feedback on the public consultation on the guidance document, a 

summary of the comments received and the resulting technical report produced on the public 

consultation. The Chair of the working group then explained how relevant comments have been 

inserted into the document, through revisions to the draft document. The Panel discussed the 

revisions and the opinion was unanimously adopted. 

11. TECHNICAL HEARING WITH EXPERTS OPERATING WITHIN THE COMMERCIAL 

CULTIVATION  OF ORNAMENTAL CARNATION AND CHRYSANTHEMUM PLANTS IN THE 

EU TO ASSIST EVALUATION OF THE RISK OF CERTAIN ORGANISMS LISTED IN ANNEX II, 

PART A, SECTION II OF COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 2000/29/EC 

  To assist the Panel with data needs for the opinions in development, data was provided by 

experts from the commercial production of ornamental carnation and chrysanthemum plants. The 

experts responded to questions and clarification requests from the Panel. A second technical hearing 

may be arranged and a technical report of the hearing will be published contemporaneously with the 

Annex II (A) II opinions. 

12. MISCELLANEOUS  

- Report from Scientific Committee 

The Panel Chair informed the Panel that the final meeting of the current Scientific Committee 

has taken place at which the achievements of the PLH Panel were presented. He advised the Panel of 
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the Scientific Committee working groups addressing horizontal issues relevant to other EFSA 

Scientific Panels including issues of Emerging Risk, Ecological Risk Assessment, Risk Assessment 

Methodology and the joint project between EFSA, DG Environment and DG Sanco and relevant 

authorities in Member States developing methodologies. 

- Update from PLH Secretariat 

The secretariat advised the Panel of the status of the PLH Panel renewal and the associated 

timetable. 

- Next meeting confirmation: 

4-5 July 2012, Parma (Italy) inaugural meeting of the new PLH Panel 

 


