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TERMS OF REFERENCE  

OF THE EFSA EMERGING RISKS EXCHANGE NETWORK (EREN) – 3rd update1 

December 2021 

 

Introduction and purpose for establishing: 
 
Establishing a system of Networks of organisations operating in the f ields within EFSA’s mission 
is among the tasks of EFSA, according to its Founding Regulation (Article 22(7) and Article 23(g) 
of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002), in order to facilitate a scientific cooperation framework by the 
coordination of activities, the exchange of information, the development and implementation of 
joint projects, the exchange of expertise and best practices.  
In accordance with Article 22(7) and Article 23(g) of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, EFSA shall 
promote the networking of scientific organisations of EU Member States operating in the f ields 
within the Authority's mission. 
 
A new regulation on the transparency and sustainability of the EU risk assessment in the food 
chain (EU Regulation 1381/2019 on the transparency and sustainability of the EU risk 
assessment in the food chain and amending Regulations (EC) No 178/2002, (EC) No 1829/2003, 
(EC) No 1831/2003, (EC) No 2065/2003, (EC) No 1935/2004, (EC) No 1331/2008, (EC) No 
1107/2009, (EU) 2015/2283 and Directive 2001/18/EC), which has been in application since 27 
March 2021, strengthens the Authority’s ability to carry out its risk assessment functions in 
accordance with the highest transparency standards. 
 
On 24 June 2021 the Management Board of the Authority has adopted the Decision concerning 
the establishment and operation of European Networks of scientific organisations operating in 
the f ields within the Authority’s mission which purpose is to optimise the operational procedures 
of EFSA scientific networks in accordance with the remit and strategic objectives of the Authority, 
specif ically considering a greater involvement of Member State expertise in support of EFSA's 
mission. 
Networking with Member States (MSs), stakeholders, EU and international agencies is seen as 
a key step in developing the effectiveness and efficiency of the emerging risks identif ication 
process2. 
Identifying emerging issues3 and risks4 to food and feed safety in a systematic way is a relatively 
new and continuously developing area, not only within EFSA, but also within MSs as 
demonstrated by a survey carried out in 2008 by the Scientif ic Cooperation (ESCO) Working 

 
1 TOR 1st update approved at EFSA Advisory Forum in Oslo (18 -19 June 2014); TOR 2nd 
update approved at EFSA Advisory Forum in Parma ,5 – 6 December 2017. 
2 Piloting a process for emerging risks identification: lessons learnt and next steps; 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/310e.htm 
3 An issue that could be a food or feed safety risk that has very recently been identified and merits further 
investigation and for which the information collected is still too limited to be able to assess whether it meets 
the requirements of an emerging risk 
4 A risk resulting from a newly identified hazard, an unexpected new or increased exposure or 
susceptibility to a known hazard 
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Group on Emerging Risks5. This survey also highlighted the interest of MSs in exchanging 
information on emerging risks and to be part of a European network on emerging risks involving 
the EFSA and, potentially, the Commission and other EU-agencies and international 
organisations. 
To this end, the Emerging Risk Exchange Network (EREN) was established in 2010 facilitating 
the exchange of information, expertise and the coordination of activities among MSs and 
observers. Furthermore, it built support and commitment of MSs and observers to the emerging 
risks identif ication activities of EFSA and EREN members. 
Following a recommendation from the Advisory Forum (AF) of EFSA, EREN Terms of Reference 
(TORs) shall be reviewed at least every three years.  
Following its establishment in 2010, the EREN TORs have been updated twice: for the f irst time 
at the AF meeting in Oslo (18 -19 June 2014) and for the second time at the AF meeting in Parma 
(5 – 6 December 2017). 

Objectives: 

The main objectives of the EREN are: 

Taking into account art. 7.3 of the above mentioned Decision concerning the establishment and 
operation of European Networks of scientif ic organisations operating in the f ields within the 
Authority’s mission the role of the network is to provide a platform for the scientific cooperation 
between risk assessors of the EU Member States, EFSA, the European Commission, and 
observers from other interested parties to assess newly identif ied emerging issues/ risks and to 
enhance emerging risk identif ication methodologies.  

Specif ically, the Network aims to: 
1. Present information, data and knowledge concerning newly identif ied emerging issues/ 

risks or drivers identif ied through their respective scanning systems; 

2. Support EFSA to characterise and prioritise emerging risks in the f ields of its mission; 
3. Give access to these data and justify the reported emerging issues/risks based on 

scientif ic evidence. The data shall be presented and assessed using a standard briefing 
note/short issue template developed by EFSA; 

4. Provide recommendations for follow up actions e.g further research needs and possible 
joint projects among EREN members; 

5. Follow up on prioritised issues/ risks and drivers and provide additional data on 
issues/risks discussed previously by EREN; 
 

6. Commit to liaise on a confidential basis at national level by circulating meeting 
background documents (e.g briefing notes and short issues) before and after each EREN 
meeting with relevant national stakeholders in order to collect additional evidence on the 
emerging issues identif ied; 

7. Collaborate with the EFSA national focal points to facilitate exchange of information on 
emerging issues among MS and to keep the link with the EFSA AF; 

8. Avoid duplication of work to ensure complementary activities between Member States, 
EFSA, the Member States and other existing EU systems involved and observers in 
emerging risk identif ication process; 

 
5 http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2009.224ar/full 
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9. Analyse possible emerging issues brought forward by EFSA satellite activities aiming at 
the identif ication of emerging risks in specif ic areas of interest for EFSA (e.g. emerging 
chemicals, circular economy, new food/feed sources and production techniques, food 
frauds and food safety, food supplements); 

10. Provide advice on and share experiences on emerging risk identif ication methodologies 
and systems used at national level to identify emerging issues and risks;  
 

 

Members  

According to art. 6.1 of the Decision concerning the establishment and operation of European 
Networks of scientif ic organisations operating in the f ields within the Authority’s mission, 
following the receipt of all necessary information from EFSA Knowledge, Innovation & 
Partnership unit (KNOW unit from 1 January 2022 onwards), the Advisory Forum shall identify 
organisations in EU Member States which are capable of contributing to the tasks  of EREN for 
each country. 
The Member State representative at the Advisory Forum, in cooperation with the member 
organisations formally designated in accordance with the previous paragraph, shall establish the 
names of network participants and alternate participants for EREN. The network shall be 
composed of experts with the following profile: 
 national experts on emerging risks identif ication, analysis, processing and follow ups 

within EFSA’s remit; 
The members of the network are required to also act as a communication point for relevant 
organisations (including national risk managers) and stakeholders within the Member State, 
ensuring the timely exchange of scientific information and follow ups between these national 
organisations and EFSA. 

Access to meetings 

Other organisations may be invited, including those from outside the EU, with specif ic expertise 
to participate in the network meeting, where deemed appropriate or necessary. These 
organisations may be invited either to participate in full or as observers only. 
In addition, representatives of the European Commission (EC) may participate in the work of 
the EREN. Representatives of other EU agencies may also participate in the work of EREN as 
appropriate. The following institutions are already regular observers of EREN  
 national EC MS observers acting in addition to the appointed EREN member by the AF on 

behalf of their organisation on emerging risk identification (e.g. BVL from Germany); 
  DG RTD, DG SANTE, DG JRC DG ENVI or other relevant DGs; 
  Relevant EU-sister agencies (e.g. European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), European Centre 

for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), European Environment Agency (EEA);  
 international authorities and organisations (e.g. World Health Organization (WHO), Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), World Organisation For Animal 
Health (OIE); 

 third countries acting on behalf of their organisation on emerging risk identif ication (e.g 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) from the US, Food Standard Australia New Zealand 
(FSANZ); 
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Working methods 

The network shall meet physical or virtual at least once a year. EREN usually meets twice per 
year (1,5day meeting). Ad-hoc meetings may also be convened as necessary. The working 
language for the Network Activities will be English. The Network shall be chaired by EFSA. 
 
In addition, it will use other means of collaboration such as web-based electronic interfaces for 
sharing information and data: 
 TEAMS collaborative space for specif ic questions or issues and sharing meeting 

documents;  
 EFSA’s Data Management System (DMS) repository for storing Briefing Notes and Short 

Issues; 
 In the future, an online platform will be created to centralise all EFSA activities related to 

Emerging Risks Analysis; 

The EFSA Knowledge, Innovation & Partnership unit (KNOW) is responsible for providing: 

 the secretarial support (including drafting the Network’s comments on documents 
submitted to the Network, the meetings secretariat notes summarizing emerging risks 
identif ication activities of network members and their results as well as recommendations 
for further research needs); 

 scientif ic support (including preparing and reviewing the background documents for each 
meeting, implementing survey to characterise the short issues, analyse results and 
disseminate them); 

In order to strengthen further the overall emerging risks identif ication process at EFSA, 
presentations of the activities of EREN could be made to EFSA’s Stakeholder Discussion Group 
on Emerging Risks (StaDG-ER), to the Scientif ic Committee and vice versa and to the AF upon 
interest. Further, issues gathered via EREN will be presented to the relevant scientif ic panels 
across EFSA to raise awareness and gather additional evidence.  
Brief ing notes and short issues shall be shared with the EFSA’s Stakeholder Discussion Group on 
Emerging Risks (StaDG-ER) on an ad hoc basis, when authorised by the authors and found 
relevant for the respective network.  
To increase collaboration on emerging risk identification, regular interdisciplinary meetings shall 
be organised between EREN and the EFSA’s Stakeholder Discussion Group on Emerging Risks 
(StaDG-ER), at least once every 2 years. Issues identif ied by both networks are shared and 
discussed at the biannual meetings when authorised by the authors and found relevant for the 
respective network. 
Member States representatives and observers in this network shall commit to timely liaise as 
appropriate at national and institutional level before and after each network meeting in order to 
make sure that all the necessary information is shared; 
The work of EREN is fully integrated into EFSA’s emerging risks identification process. The group 
is consulted to gather additional evidence and further elaborate the brief ing notes and short 
issues that describe potential emerging issues, as well as raising new emerging issues that are 
then entered into the emerging risks identif ication process. 
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Timeline 

3 years. The terms of reference will be renewed after three years, and therefore in 2024. 

 

Deliverables: 

 Brief ing notes and short issues on emerging issues; 
 New evidence of EREN members on new and past emerging issues presented by EREN 

formalised through ppts at meetings and survey results; 
 Minutes of the meeting(s); 

 Secretariat notes of EREN: detailed account of the emerging issues/risks reported by the 
EREN, on the data exchanged and on the latest national and EFSA developments in the 
area of emerging risk identif ication and research on methodology development. These 
notes will be integrated into the annual activity report on emerging risks  

Outcomes: 

 Enhanced anticipation for EFSA of future risk assessment needs 
 Contribution to identification of future research needs at EU level e.g H2020, H Europe, 

EFSA SPIDO programme  
 Enhanced anticipation for national and European risk managers of future food/feed safety 

challenges 

Publication plan 

Publication of the meeting minutes on the EFSA’s website.  
The contribution of EREN to EFSA’s emerging risks identif ication process is summarised and 
included in an annual technical report on EFSA’s emerging risks related activity report that brings 
together all of EFSA’s emerging risks activities. Alternative ways for publishing the network’s 
activities may be explored in the next 3 years e.g peer reviewed publication.  

 


