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Background 

VectorNet is joint European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) and the European Centre for Disease Preven-
tion and Control (ECDC) project that started in May 2014. The project aims to harmonize data collection 

on the geographic distribution of vectors of human and/or animal pathogens in Europe and the Mediter-

ranean Basin. Therefore, a tool is developed, that facilitates the uploading of geo-referenced data of 
vector presence, absence and abundance.  

To encourage data sharing, a network is established, which meets on an annual basis. The network of 
medical entomologists and public health professionals, already established during the preceding VBOR-

NET project, will be extended to include veterinary entomologists and veterinarians working in the field 
of vectors and/or vector-borne diseases in Europe and countries surrounding the Mediterranean Basin. 

This will improve the visibility, communication and collaboration between experts and organizations 

from the medical and veterinary domains and is in line with other “One Health” initiatives. Further, the 
collaboration between EFSA and ECDC though this project will contribute to improve preparedness and 

responsiveness for vector-borne diseases in the European Union (EU). 

Objective of the meeting  

The overall objective of this meeting is present the VectorNet objectives and tasks, to present the Vec-

torNet consortium and its functioning, and to review the data collection protocols and validation rules.  
 

The specific objectives of this meeting are as follows:  

• to present the objectives and strategic planning of the VectorNet project, including the envis-

aged milestones and achievements; 
• to present and review the new data collection tool for geographic distribution of vectors in Eu-

rope and the Mediterranean Basin; 
• to review the validation and quality assessment criteria used in the data collection tool; 
• to present the overall strategy of entomological field collection and review the protocols for the 

2015 field collections;  
• to assess possible methodologies for abundance mapping; and 
• to review the network members’ contributions and data sharing. 
• to strengthen the links and collaborations between animal health and public health within the 

One Health approach; 

Expected outcomes 

The expected outcome of this meeting is a clear view for the participants of the VectorNet project and 

their possible involvement. Further, the meeting will provide: 

• user input on the new data collection tool for geographic distribution of vectors in Europe and 
the Mediterranean Basin; 

• user input in the data validation and quality assessment criteria; 
• expert input in the entomological field collection methods that will be applied by the project; 
• a list of possible methodologies for abundance mapping; and 
• a report with the outcomes of the meeting.  

 

Participants 
This meeting will include 70 experts, medical and veterinarian entomologists, and public and animal 

health experts from Europe and countries around the Mediterranean Basin with an emphasis on a good 
mix between people from different expertise and research areas and the veterinarian entomologists.  
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Agenda: 

Tuesday 27 January 2015 – PM  

13:00 – 14:00 Registration participants 

14:00 – 14:10 
Welcome address 

Guy Hendrickx  

VectorNet introductory session 

14:10 – 14:30 
EFSA’s mission statement and involvement in VectorNet 

Sofie Dhollander 

14:30 – 14:50 
ECDC’s expectation from VectorNet 
Wim Van Bortel 

14:50 – 15:30 
Presentation of the organisation and coordination of VectorNet 
Veerle Versteirt 

15:30 - 16:00 Coffee Break 

16:00 - 16:20 
Integrating vectors and vector-borne diseases in the One health ap-

proach 

Maria Goffredo 

16:20 – 16:40 
Culicoides group - overview and strategic plan for VectorNet 

Thomas Balenghien 

16:40 – 17:00 
Tick group - overview and strategic plan for VectorNet 

Jolyon Medlock 

17:00 – 17:20 
Phlebotomines group - overview and strategic plan for VectorNet 
Bulent Alten 

17:20 – 17:40 
Mosquito group - overview and action items for VectorNet 

Francis Schaffner 

17:40 – 18:00 Wrap-Up 

 Free Evening in Parma 
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Wednesday 28 January 2015 

08:30 – 09:00 
The use of gap-analyses to guide presence / absence surveillance 

Willy Wint 

09:00 – 09:20 General discussion and input from experts 

09:20 – 09:40 
Introduction on validation rules and quality assessment 

Veerle Versteirt 

09:40 – 10:40 
Working group session on validation rules and quality assessment 

Chair: Group leaders 

10:40 – 11:00 General discussion and input from experts 

11:00 – 11:20 Coffee Break 

11:20 – 11:40 
Introduction on field protocols 
Vector group leaders 

11:40 – 12:40 
Working group session on field protocols 

Chair: Group leaders 

12:40 – 13:00 General discussion and input from experts 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 14:20 
Introduction on the need for abundance data 
Vector group leaders 

14:20 - 15:20 
Working group session on abundance data 

Chair: Group leaders 

15:20 – 15:40 General discussion and input from experts 

15:40 -16:10 Coffee Break 

16:10 - 16:30 
How and why to become a VectorNet member? 
Veerle Versteirt 

16:30 - 17:30 
Round Table discussion: “The added value to become a VectorNet 

member” 

17:30 – 18:00 Concluding discussions on the working group 

18:00 End 

19:30 Network Dinner  
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Thursday 29 January 2015 AM 

08:30 – 09:30 
IT development explanation and user feedback on the vector ques-

tionnaire 

Avia-GIS 

09:30 – 10:30 
The Mint Risk model and Delphi questionnaire  

Aline De Koeijer 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 

11:00 – 12:30 Wrap-up and Concluding discussions 

12:30 End of the meeting  

 

 

 

 

 
The VectorNet consortium, picture taken at the first VectorNet group meeting in Antwerp (September 
2014) 


