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Foreword

Distinguished guests,

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you, 
on behalf of the European Commission, to this 
conference we have organised jointly with EFSA. 
This conference presents an excellent opportunity 
to look back on the achievements of the Euro-
pean food safety system over the past 10 years, 
and how the Commission White Paper of January 
2000, which I was personally involved in drafting 
at the time, reshaped that system to the benefit of 
Europe’s consumers. The conference also gives us 
the opportunity to look forward: we have come a 
long way but we can, and should, always look for 
ways to improve and to address the new chal-
lenges we face, and to continue to give further 
reason for Europe’s consumers to have utmost 
confidence in the safety of the food they eat.

During the 1990’s, the EU faced a number of 
food-related crises, such as BSE, Salmonella and 
dioxins that undermined consumer confidence in 
the food production and distribution system and 
demonstrated weaknesses in the system that was 
then in place.  These weaknesses, however, pre-
sented an opportunity, and the aim of the White 
Paper in 2000 was to address this.

As well as other measures, the White Paper 
proposed the setting up of an independent 
European Food Safety Authority. The Commis-
sion’s objective was that the new Authority would 
become an EU-wide point of reference provid-
ing risk assessment for EU legislation. The Food 

Law (Regulation (EC) No 178/2002) was adopted 
in January 2002, and EFSA duly commenced its 
activities in May 2002. 

The Founding Regulation gave EFSA the build-
ing blocks: scientific excellence, independence, 
transparency and openness. These essential 
operating principles are enshrined in EFSA’s work 
and 10 years on, have allowed EFSA to make a 
significant contribution to the progress in deal-
ing with crucial food safety areas such as the 
reduction in Salmonella, limitation of exposure 
to food contaminants, evaluation of pesticides 
and setting up of safe levels for their residues, or 
evaluation of food and feed additives. Its work 
also ensures that European consumers can have 
confidence that the claims on their food labels 
have a sound scientific basis.

EFSA has achieved much over the last decade but 
on the occasion of its 10th anniversary, we need 
not only to look back over past achievements but 
also look to future challenges. EFSA as a forward 
looking organisation is, through its strategic 
documents, planning for the future. Whilst it is 
not possible to predict the future issues that EFSA 
will have to deal with, the drivers are becom-
ing increasingly clear. We have confidence that 
EFSA will continue to respond to such challenges 
through its ability to anticipate future develop-
ments and be in the forefront of implementing 
novel and advanced risk assessment approaches 
to ensure both a high level of consumer safety 
and economic development.

The Union has continued to experience the high-
est level of food safety and the effective contain-
ment of food related incidents over the past dec-
ade, both in terms of public health and economic 
impact, but the ultimate measure of the efficacy 
of the European food safety system is on the 
plates of European citizens. EFSA is our trusted 
partner in this respect and we will continue to 
work together to ensure we really are ready, as 
the title of this conference suggests, for the chal-
lenges of tomorrow – whatever they may be.

Paola Testori Coggi 
Director General of DG 
Health and Consumers, 
European Commission
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Distinguished guests,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 
historic city of Parma, the seat of the European 
Food Authority and the jewel in the crown of 
Italy’s proud culinary tradition. We welcome you 
today in the context of the tenth anniversary of 
EFSA’s inception, a defining moment in European 
food safety in which the Union turned firmly 
towards science to point the way forward. In the 
decade that has followed, relations between the 
institutions that hold responsibility for ensuring 
food safety have been redefined and today we 
enjoy a period of unprecedented cooperation. 

The benefits we have accrued from our combined 
efforts and from the investment Europe has 
made in risk assessment are clear. While food 
safety issues continue to challenge us, Europe 
has developed the means to identify and address 
the priorities in a risk-appropriate manner and to 
deal effectively with any urgency that arises. One 
of the main drivers of EFSA’s establishment, BSE, 

has been effectively curtailed and we are winning 
the battle against several other foodborne 
diseases with important health and economic 
implications.  

But our focus today is forwards; the operating 
context of our work has evolved significantly 
since 2002 and we face into an era of continuing 
economic uncertainty. It is important as we look 
into the horizon that we make wise use of the 
signals we have received from, among others, 
the second external evaluation of EFSA. That is 
why we have invited you, our key partners and 
stakeholders, here today and I trust we will make 
fruitful use of this unique opportunity to avail of 
your insights.             

As well as its essential life-sustaining function, 
food is an integral part of the social and cultural 
fabric of Europe and a source of human pleasure. 
In our ongoing commitment to protecting the 
safety of our food chain – which grows ever 
longer and more complex – it is imperative that 
our decisions are grounded in objective scientific 
evidence. Only by doing so can we effectively 
protect public health while at the same time 
ensuring that innovation and growth, so crucial 
to Europe’s future, are not stifled.

EFSA would like to thank all its partner 
institutions, both European and national, and 
its many stakeholders for your cooperation in 
protecting food safety in Europe over the past 
decade.  We look forward to working with you to 
ensure that our citizens continue to enjoy safe, 
nutritious food on their plates.

Catherine geslain-Lanéelle   
Executive Director, EFSA  
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8.00 – 9.00 registration

9.00 – 9.10 Welcome by Sue Davies, Chair of EFSA’s Management Board

9.10 – 9.20 Opening address by Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle, EFSA’s Executive Director

9.20 – 9.30 Opening address by Paola Testori Coggi, Director General of DG Health and Consumers, 
European Commission

Purpose of the Conference

The purpose of this high-level conference is two-fold: to review EFSA’s main achievements over the past 10 
years and to anticipate the future challenges that the organisation will face. The conference will provide an 
important platform to complete EFSA’s vision of its operating context and identify concrete actions that will 
need to be reflected in the final strategic recommendations of EFSA’s Management Board. The latter will be 
considered at the Board’s December 2012 meeting and will be formulated in response to the recently-issued 
second external evaluation of EFSA.

tuesday 13 november 2012
Morning 08.00 – 09.30



6

EFSA@10

tuesday 13 november 2012
Morning 9.30 – 13.00

Session 1
Sharing learning, shaping efSA’s future

Moderator:
Vivienne Parry,  
Journalist

Purpose of the Session

In this session, key partners and stakeholders will have the opportunity to discuss EFSA’s organisational 
development from both an institutional and a scientific perspective. The session is introduced by two 
presentations summarising the findings of the second external evaluation of EFSA, as well as the outcomes of 
the Scientific Conference “Challenging boundaries in risk assessment: sharing experiences” organised by EFSA 
on 7-8 November 2012.

9.30 – 9.40 External evaluation of EFSA: key findings and recommendations – Sue Davies, Chief Policy 
Adviser at Which? and Chair of EFSA’s Management Board

9.40 – 9.50 Highlights from EFSA’s Scientific Conference “Challenging boundaries in Risk Assessment”, 
7-8 November 2012 – Anthony Hardy, Chair of EFSA’s Scientific Committee

9.50 – 11.00 Panellists:

Paola Testori Coggi,  
Director General of DG Health and Consumers, European Commission

Dagmar Roth-Behrendt,  
Member of the European Parliament, Member of the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety Committee

Paolo Martinello,  
President of BEUC

Mella Frewen,  
Director General of FoodDrinkEurope

Helmut Tschiersky-Schöneburg,  
President of the German Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL)

Marcel Van Raaij,  
Director of the Division Environment and Safety, Dutch National Institute for Public Health and 
the Environment (RIVM)

Patrick Wall,  
Associate Professor of Public Health, University College Dublin

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee/tea break

11.30 – 12.45 Sharing learning, shaping EFSA’s future (contd)

12.45 – 13.00 Wrap-up by the moderator

13.00 – 14.30 Lunch break



Challenging Boundaries In Risk Assessment – Sharing Experiences

7tuesday 13 november 2012
AfTernoon 14.30 – 18.00

Session 2
Can science work harder to support policy-makers  
in protecting consumers?

Moderator:
Vivienne Parry,  
Journalist

Purpose of the Session

The aim of this session is to stimulate discussion on the weight/role of science versus other factors in the 
decision-making process. Science-based legislation to enhance food and feed safety was a firm commitment 
by the EU legislators when laying down the General Food Law Principles and establishing EFSA in 2002. 
Over the past 10 years EFSA’s role has evolved and the needs and expectations of its main stakeholders (risk 
managers and consumers) have changed.

14.30 – 14.40 Opening address by Marit Paulsen, Member of the European Parliament, Vice-Chair of the 
Agriculture and Rural Development Committee

14.40 – 17.00 Panellists:

Massimiano Bucchi,  
Professor at the University of Trento 

David Byrne,  
Former EU Commissioner for Health

Piet Vanthemsche,  
President of the Belgian Farmer’s Union

Steven Bradbury,  
Director of the Office of Pesticide Programs, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

José Bové,  
Member of the European Parliament, Vice-Chair of the Agriculture and Rural Development 
Committee

Guido Rasi,  
Executive Director of the European Medicines Agency

Anthony Hardy,  
Chair of EFSA’s Scientific Committee

17.00 – 17.30 Coffee/tea break

17.30 – 17.50 Wrap-up by the Moderator

17.50 – 18.00 Concluding remarks by Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle, EFSA’s Executive Director

18.00 End of the Conference

18.00 – 20.30 networking Dinner
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Welcome and opening addresses

Catherine Geslain-lanéelle
Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle has been EFSA’s Executive Director since July 2006. Her 
renewed five-year mandate started on 1 July 2011.

In 2000, Ms Geslain-Lanéelle was appointed Director General of the Food Department 
within the French Agricultural Ministry at the height of the BSE crisis in France. She 
became Regional Director of Agriculture and Forestry for the Ile de France region in 
2003. She has held a number of international positions and was Deputy Director of the 
French Department of International Trade from 1998 to 2000. She also worked at the 
European Commission from 1991 to 1993 as a National Expert in the area of food safety.

Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle has a Master of Science from the Institut National 
Agronomique Paris-Grignon and from the Ecole Nationale du Génie Rural, des Eaux et 
des Forêts.

sue davies
Sue Davies is Chief Policy Adviser at Which?, the UK consumer organisation, working 
on food issues. She is Chair of EFSA’s Management Board and chaired the Board 
Steering Group over-seeing EFSA’s Evaluation. She represents consumer interests on 
a range of national and international committees and working groups, including the 
UK’s  Responsibility Deal Food Network Steering Group and the EU Platform on Diet, 
Physical Activity and Health. She was the first Chair of the EFSA Stakeholder Consultative 
Platform and EU Co-chair of the Transatlantic Consumer Dialogue’s Food Group, a policy 
forum for EU and US consumer organisations. 

Paola testori CoGGi
Paola Testori Coggi is Director General of the Directorate-General for Health and 
Consumers of the European Commission.

Mrs Testori Coggi served as Deputy Director General and Director for the Safety of the 
Food Chain. She was responsible for the White Paper on food safety and the legislative 
action programme as well as the management of emergencies. 

She was also previously Advisor for consumer health in the Cabinet of Commissioner 
Emma Bonino. She first joined the Commission in 1983 and worked in the areas of 
Environment and Research & Development. 

Mrs Testori Coggi is a biologist from the University of Milan, and holds a Master degree 
in Ecotoxicology and an Honorary Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine.
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Session 1
Sharing learning, shaping EFSA’s future

daGmar roth-behrendt
Ever since becoming Member of the European Parliament in 1989, Dagmar Roth-
Behrendt has been actively engaged in EU food safety issues. Besides acting as 
the Parliament’s Vice-President for two terms (2004-2007, 2009-2012), she was PSE 
spokeswoman on the Environment, Health Policy and Consumer Protection (1989-2004) 
and the chair of the BSE Committee of Inquiry (1997). As member of the Committee 
on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, she continues to campaign for 
clear and thorough food safety and consumer protection, being involved in major EU 
legislation such as food labelling, health claims, novel food and food supplements. 
Dagmar Roth-Behrendt is also the Parliament’s liaison person for relations with the 
European Medicine Agency.

anthony hardy
Professor Tony Hardy has more than 35 years of risk assessment experience on national 
and international regulatory pesticide and food safety committees. After degrees at 
Oxford and Aberdeen Universities, in 1976 he joined the UK Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food central laboratories, which became the Central Science Laboratory 
Agency in 1990, and retired as Science Director in 2009. He chaired the EC Scientific 
Committee on Plants for five years prior to the establishment of EFSA in 2002. He chaired 
the EFSA Plant Protection Products and their Residues (PPR) Panel for nine years and is 
now chair of the Authority’s Scientific Committee.

He has a scientific background as a research ecologist, environmental chemist and 
ecotoxicologist, and the main areas of his research and risk assessment experience 
are in the environmental impact of agricultural chemicals (pesticides) on wildlife, 
the development of field trials and methods to assess impact on individuals and 
populations, the environmental impact of farming systems on target and non-target 
wildlife, the environmental risk assessment of genetically modified organisms, and the 
wider food safety risk assessment of various chemical and biological agents, pathogens 
and contaminants. 

vivienne Parry
Vivienne Parry is a British writer and broadcaster.  A scientist by training, she writes and 
hosts many programmes on science and medicine for BBC Radio 4 and other stations.  
She also writes for a wide range of newspapers and magazines including the Times and 
the Guardian and is currently making a film on the history of cancer. She is Vice-Chair 
of University College London and sits on a number of boards, including the Medical 
Research Council.  She has presented the UK’s science series Tomorrow’s World, written 
columns for newspapers, and been an agony aunt.  



Challenging Boundaries In Risk Assessment – Sharing Experiences

11
SeSSIOn 1 - SHaRIng leaRnIng, SHaPIng eFSa’S FutuRe

Paolo martinello
Paolo Martinello has been President of the executive board of ALTROCONSUMO, the 
Italian independent consumer association, since 1995. He was Vice-President of BEUC, 
the European consumers’ organisation, between 1996 and 1998 and has been President 
since 2008. He has been a member of the European Consumer Law Group (ECLG) since 
1980 and participates in the Consumer Law Enforcement Forum (CLEF). Mr Martinello 
has spoken at many conferences and seminars on consumer policy and law (mainly 
about consumer access to justice, product liability and safety, implementation of EU 
directives and enforcement, unfair contract terms, financial services, distant selling, 
e-commerce, privacy) and published articles in various publications (such as Consumer 
Law Journal, Revue Européenne de Droit de la Consummation, Journal of Consumer 
Policy, Consumatori, Diritti e Mercato).

Mr Martinello, 58, graduated in law from the National University, Milan in 1978.

mella Frewen
Mella Frewen is Director General of FoodDrinkEurope, representing Europe’s largest 
manufacturing sector. 

Mrs. Frewen has worked in the Agri-food sector in Europe for 23 years. Her previous 
positions include Director for Government Affairs, EMEA, for Monsanto, and Director 
International Relations for the Ferruzzi/Eridania Béghin-Say Group. She was also Food 
Industry Member of the European Commission’s Advisory Committee on Arable Crops, 
of the Commission’s Standing Committee on Renewable Energy and of the Commission’s 
Advisory Committee on Non-Food and Textile crops. 

She has a Master of Science degree from the National University of Ireland, and 
completed a post-graduate course at the University of Brussels (ULB).

helmut tsChiersky-sChöneburG
Dr. Tschiersky-Schöneburg has been head of the German Federal Office of Consumer 
Protection and Food Safety (BVL) since June 2008 and was appointed its president on 1st 
December 2008. 

He worked at the Institute for Food, Drugs and Epizootics in Berlin (ILAT) from 2001, 
first as head of the official medicines control laboratory and then as acting head for the 
entire institute from October 2005 to the beginning of 2007. 

The BVL fulfils many tasks in the area of food safety. It is responsible for the authorisation 
of plant protection products, veterinary drugs and GMO. The BVL bears responsibility 
for health-related consumer protection and supports the Federal Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and Consumer Protection in crisis management.
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For Sue Davies, Chief Policy Adviser at Which? and Chair of EFSA’s Management Board, and Paola Testori 
Coggi, Director General of DG Health and Consumers, European Commission, please see biographies  
outlined previously.

PatriCk wall
Patrick Wall is Associate Professor of Public Health at University College Dublin’s 
School of Public Health and Population Sciences. His teaching and research interests 
include foodborne diseases, lifestyle-related diseases and health-damaging consumer 
behaviour. He is a co-director of University College Dublin’s Centre for Behaviour and 
Health, which is engaged in research on behavioural economics, population health 
disparities and policy interventions. He was the first Chief Executive of the Food Safety 
Authority of Ireland (FSAI) and he was the second Chairperson of the European Food 
Safety Authority. He is the Chairperson of the Mental Health Commission’s Research 
Committee. He is a member of the FSAI’s Healthy Eating Guidelines Steering Committee. 
He qualified in veterinary medicine at University College Dublin and in human medicine 
at the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland. He has an MSc in infectious diseases from 
the University of London and an MBA from the Michael Smurfit School of Business. He 
is a Diplomate of the European College of Veterinary Public Health, a Member of the 
Faculty of Public Health Medicine of Ireland, a Fellow of the Faculty of Public Health 
Medicine in the UK and a Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.

marCel van raaij
Marcel van Raaij is Director of the Environment and Safety Division and a member 
of the Board of Directors of The Netherlands’ National Institute of Public Health and 
Environment (RIVM).

Dr van Raaij studied medical biology at the State University of Leiden and has a PhD 
in physiological regulation. In 1994, he joined the RIVM where his previous posts 
include Head of Toxicology and Risk Assessment, Head of the Center of Substances 
and Integrated Risk Assessment and Deputy Director of the Nutrition, Medicines and 
Consumer Safety Division. 

He has participated in various WHO working groups and recently sat on EFSA’s ‘Wise 
Men Committee’ reviewing the Authority’s expert selection process.
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marit Paulsen
Mrs Marit Paulsen is Member of the European Parliament (MEP) for the Swedish Liberal 
Party. She is Vice-Chair of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development and 
Substitute Member of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety.

As an MEP in 1999-2004, she was rapporteur for Regulation 1774/2002/EC on animal 
by-products and Regulation 882/2004/EC on official controls. She was also involved in 
drafting Regulation 178/2002/EC on the EU’s general food law.

She has written more than 20 books, mostly on food safety and environmental issues. 
She holds two honorary doctorates (Technology and Veterinary Medicine).

david byrne
David Byrne was appointed the first European Commissioner for Health and Consumer 
Protection in 1999, having previously served as Attorney General in Ireland.  

While at the Commission, Commissioner Byrne’s portfolio of responsibilities extended to 
food and feed safety.  Following the publication of the White Paper on Food Safety, he 
sponsored the legislation identified in the White Paper as being necessary to provide a 
complete code of food safety for the protection of consumers, chief among them being 
the General Food Law 178/2002 including the establishment of the European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA).  

Mr Byrne is currently Patron of Health First Europe (HFE), Co-Chair of the European 
Alliance for Personalised Medicine (EAPM), and serves on the boards of a number of 
public companies.

massimiano buCChi
Massimiano Bucchi is Professor of Science and Technology in Society and of Science and 
Technology Communication at the University of Trento. 

Prof. Bucchi has served as advisor and evaluator for several research and policy bodies, 
including the US National Science Foundation, the Royal Society, and the European 
Commission, and chaired the programme of the XIIth World Conference of Public 
Communication of Science and Technology (2012). He has also been a visiting professor 
in Asia, Europe and North America.

Prof Bucchi has published several books and articles in international journals on science, 
communication and society and regularly contributes to newspapers La Repubblica and 
La Stampa. 
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steven bradbury
Steven Bradbury is the Director of the Office of Pesticide Programs (OPP) at the US Environmental 
Protection Agency. He is responsible for the leadership, management, and implementation of federal 
pesticide regulations with approximately 750 employees and a budget of about $150 million. Dr Bradbury 
previously served OPP as Deputy Director for Programs, and Director of two divisions where he led risk 
managers who developed pesticide regulatory decisions and scientists who prepared characterisations 
and ecological risk assessments regarding pesticides and drinking water. Dr Bradbury has a BSc in 
Molecular Biology (University of Wisconsin-Madison), and MSc and PhD degrees in Toxicology and 
Entomology (Iowa State University).

SeSSIOn 2 - can ScIence WORk HaRDeR tO SuPPORt POlIcy-makeRS In PROtectIng cOnSumeRS?

josé bové
José Bové (born on 11 June 1953) is a former farmer and French trade unionist, 
a member of the alter-globalisation movement and a former spokesman for the 
international peasants movement, Via Campesina. He participated in the founding 
in 1987 of the Farmers’ Confederation (the second biggest French farmers union) 
and was their spokesman. He also was a member of the CPE (the European Farmers’ 
Confederation). On 7 June 2009, he was elected to the European Parliament as a 
member of Europe Écologie.

José Bové is vice-chair of the European Parliament’s Committee on Agriculture and  
Rural Development.

Piet vanthemsChe
Piet Vanthemsche is chairman of the Belgian Farmers’ Union and chairman of the MRBB, 
the financial holding company of the Flemish farmers’ union. A veterinary surgeon 
by profession, he has had his own practice for six years before joining the veterinary 
services of the Belgian Ministry of Agriculture in 1986. 

Between 1992 and 2000, he held various senior management positions at the Ministry 
of Agriculture as well as being chief of staff of the Cabinet of the Belgian Minister 
of Agriculture. From July 2002 until May 2007 he undertook various management 
assignments for the federal government.  He was successively Managing Director of the 
Belgian Food Safety Agency, Interministerial Commissioner Influenza and Managing 
Director of the Belgian Medicines Agency. He is guest professor at the Veterinary Faculty 
of the University of Gent and at the Faculty of Bioscience Engineering – Centre for Food 
and Microbial Technology of the University of Leuven.

In June 2010 he was appointed member of the board of EFSA as a representative with a 
background in organisations representing interests in the food chain.
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Guido rasi
Professor Guido Rasi has been Executive Director of the European Medicines Agency 
since November 2011, and was a member of its Management Board in the three years 
prior to this. He was also Director-General of the Italian Medicines Agency from 2008 to 
2011 and member of the Management Board from 2004 to 2008.

From 1990 to 2008 Professor Rasi worked in research at the Institute for Experimental 
Medicine of the National Research Council in Rome. He held a teaching and research 
post at the University of California, Berkeley in 1999 and was made full professor of 
microbiology at the University of Rome ‘Tor Vergata’ in 2008.

Professor Rasi holds a degree in medicine and surgery, with specialisation in internal 
medicine, allergology and clinical immunology from the University of Rome. From 1978 
to 1990, he worked as a physician in hospital, research and private practice.

For Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle, EFSA’s Executive Director, Anthony Hardy, Chair of EFSA’s Scientific 
Committee and the moderator Vivienne Parry, please see biographies outlined previously.
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