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Introduction and purpose for establishing 

Establishing a system of Networks of organisations operating in the f ields within EFSA’s mission 

is among the tasks of EFSA, according to its Founding Regulation (Article 22(7) and Article 23(g) 

of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002), in order to facilitate a scientific cooperation framework by the 

coordination of activities, the exchange of information, the development and implementation of 

joint projects, the exchange of expertise and best practices.  

In accordance with Article 22(7) and Article 23(g) of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, EFSA shall 

promote the networking of scientific organisations of EU Member States operating in the f ields 

within the Authority's mission. 

A new regulation on the transparency and sustainability of the EU risk assessment in the food 

chain (EU Regulation 1381/2019 on the transparency and sustainability of the EU risk 

assessment in the food chain and amending Regulations (EC) No 178/2002, (EC) No 1829/2003, 

(EC) No 1831/2003, (EC) No 2065/2003, (EC) No 1935/2004, (EC) No 1331/2008, (EC) No 

1107/2009, (EU) 2015/2283 and Directive 2001/18/EC), which has been in application since 27 

March 2021, strengthens the Authority’s ability to carry out its risk assessment functions in 

accordance with the highest transparency standards. 

On 24 June 2021 the Management Board of the Authority has adopted the Decision concerning 

the establishment and operation of European Networks of scientific organisations operating in 

the f ields within the Authority’s mission which purpose is to optimise the operational procedures 

of EFSA scientific networks in accordance with the remit and strategic objectives of the Authority, 

specif ically considering a greater involvement of Member State expertise in support of EFSA's 

mission.  

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) is the keystone of European Union risk assessment 

regarding food and feed safety, animal health and welfare, nutrition, plant protection and plant 

health. In close collaboration with national authorities and in open consultation with its 

stakeholders, EFSA provides independent and transparent scientif ic advice and clear 

communication on existing and emerging risks associated with the food chain. On request from 

the European Commission, European Parliament or Member States or on its own initiative, EFSA 

provides scientific opinions on issues falling under its remit. 

In 2009, the EFSA Scientif ic Committee adopted its scientif ic opinion on “The Potential Risks 

Arising from Nanoscience and Nanotechnologies on Food and Feed Safety”1. Upon request from 

 
1 http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2009.958/epdf 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2009.958/epdf
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the European Commission, the Scientif ic Committee subsequently provided in April 2011 

guidance for assessing the potential risks arising from applications of nanoscience and 

nanotechnologies to food, feed and pesticides2. Practical recommendations and provisions for 

such risk assessment were given to the extent possible with knowledge at the time, allowing 

industry to submit dossiers for nanotechnology food applications. In 2018, EFSA published an 

update of this guidance ‘Guidance on risk assessment of the application of nanoscience and 

nanotechnologies in the food and feed chain: part 1 – human and animal health”.  This draft 

guidance was piloted for about one year and then revised to optimise the risk assessment 

process. Its f inal publication “Guidance on risk assessment of nanomaterials to be applied in the 

food and feed chain: human and animal health” is available on EFSA’s website since July 20213. 

Meanwhile, the European Commission has requested EFSA to develop guidance on the technical 

requirements of regulated food and feed product applications to establish the presence of 

particles in the nanoscale. This technical guidance is also published in July 20214 titled “Guidance 

on technical requirements for regulated food and feed product applications to establish the 

presence of small particles including nanoparticles”.  

In accordance with EFSA’s strategy for cooperation and networking with Member States (MS)5, 

the Nano Network was established in 2010 to help EFSA during the development and use of 

these guidances. Product development based on nanotechnologies in food and feed are closely 

followed in order to provide further specif ic guidance where possible and to strengthen the 

scientif ic cooperation for risk assessment within EFSA’s remit.  

The Nano network aims at anticipating and reducing the duplication of activities and avoiding 

divergence of opinions between different competence authorities in the area of nano science and 

nanotechnologies. The network is an environment to share data and methodologies facilitating 

harmonisation of assessment practices and assist in anticipating possible emerging risks in the 

EU.  

Objectives 

The main objectives of the Nano Network are to: 

• facilitate harmonisation of methodologies by sharing: 

o best practices and guidances, 

o ongoing issues that could lead to duplication or divergent opinions between EU 

risk assessment bodies; 

• exchange information and data between EFSA and MS by: 

o enhancing availability and quality of data, 

o sharing data collections and surveillances from national applications; 

 
2 http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.2140/epdf 
3 https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6768 
4 https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6769 
5 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/assets/panelnetworksrop.pdf 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.2140/epdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6768
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6769
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/assets/panelnetworksrop.pdf
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• providing expertise in specif ic areas; 

• achieve synergies in activities by identifying: 

o priorities for the national and EU level, 

o new relevant scientific developments, 

o priority research needs, or gaps in expertise and analytical capacity, 

o areas for mutual cooperation. 

EFSA may entrust certain tasks to the network, such as collection of data and identif ication of 

emerging risks, or some preparatory work for future guidance development. 

 

Members  

In response to a request by EFSA, the Advisory Forum may formally designate the member 

organisation(s) of the Nano Network for each country. 

The Advisory Forum, in cooperation with the member organisations formally designated in 
accordance with the previous paragraph, shall establish the names of network participants and 
alternate participants for the Nano Network. The network shall be composed of experts with the 

following profile: 

• Experience in risk assessment, research or analysis of nanotechnologies and applications 

of nanotechnologies, preferably in the areas within EFSA’s remit. 

• Knowledge of the national status and of the European and/or international context of risk 

assessment of nanotechnologies. 

 

Access to meetings 

Other organisations may be invited, including those from outside the EU, with specif ic expertise 
to participate in a network meeting, where deemed appropriate or necessary. These 

organisations may be invited either to participate in full or as observers only. 

In addition, representatives of the European Commission may participate in the work of the 
networks. Representatives of other EU agencies may participate in the work of the networks as 

appropriate. 

 

Working methods 

The network shall meet physical or virtual at least once per year. The working language for the 

Network activities will be English. 

In addition, it will use other means of collaboration:  

• Exchange of risk assessments of Member States’ National Competent Authorities and 

other information via the EFSA Information Exchange Platform (in Teams). 

• E-mails on specif ic questions or issues. 
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Deliverables and Outcomes 

• Published meeting minutes6 detailing the discussions of the network in line with the 

objectives. 

• Annual reports for the Advisory Forum as per the template for all networks jointly7, 

including resulting activities as well as well as the examination of the criticalities found. 

• Invitations to the network for participating in relevant surveys. 

• Possibility for network members to attend relevant trainings organised by EFSA or other 

institutes. 

• Provided expertise in specif ic areas for cooperation when needed. 

• Organised national conferences/trainings/workshops on the EFSA relevant guidance 

documents with interested and relevant stakeholders. 

 

Timeline 

The terms of reference of the Nano Network will be renewed after 3 years of activities, and 

therefore in 2024. 

 
6 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/networks 
7 previous example of the Nanonetwork: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-1784 

 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/networks
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-1784

