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Background 
 

As stated in EFSA’s strategy 2020 “Working together and exchanging knowledge 
between food safety experts ensures excellence and efficiency and maximises 
Europe’s risk assessment capacity and potential. We believe that the whole of 

food safety expertise is greater than the sum of its individual parts.” 
 

One of the key activities indicated under Strategic Objective 3 (Build the EU’s 
scientific assessment capacity and knowledge community) is to set-up, pilot and 
implement the EU risk assessment agenda, i.e. common risk assessment 

priorities to be identified and addressed with Member States and international 
partners, from 2016.  

 
This work follows on from the work of the Advisory Forum (AF), assisted by an 

AF Discussion Group, on the development of the EU risk assessment agenda 
(EU RAA) and a Delphi study to identify common priorities. 
 

EFSA has commenced piloting joint projects with Member States, through visits 
of EFSA’s Executive Director, on topics that are agreed as being priorities. There 

is now a need to continue this work with the help of an Advisory Forum 
Discussion Group to steer the EU Risk Assessment Agenda process further.  
 

Terms of Reference 
 

The Advisory Forum oversees the development and implementation of the EU 
risk assessment agenda, in partnership between EFSA and Member States. This 
Discussion Group on the EU RAA is asked to assist the AF and EFSA by providing 

input on the implementation of the EU RAA, in particular by:  
 

a) Advising on the most effective ways to implement the EU risk assessment 
agenda 

b) Advising on best possible links and actions between priorities identified by 

Member States and the priorities in the EFSA Strategy 2020 
c) Being informed about joint projects identified during ED visits and follow-

up actions 
d) Advising Member States on possible funding opportunities to be explored 

to resource joint activities 

e) Advising on how to translate priorities identified into concrete actions and 
joint projects 

f) Advising on engaging external parties into activities under the EU RAA 
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g) Providing updates and feedback to the Advisory Forum on the EU RAA and 

joint projects being undertaken 
 

 
Membership 
 

Chair EFSA to act as chair 
 

Members 
 6-8 AF Members 
 Chair of the Scientific Committee  
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