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 Abstract
A risk ranking process identified Salmonella spp. and pathogenic verocytotoxin-producing Escherichia coli (VTEC) as current high-priority biological hazards for meat inspection of bovine animals. As these hazards are not detected by traditional meat inspection, a meat safety assurance system for the farm-to-chilled carcass continuum using a risk-based approach was proposed. Key elements of the system are risk-categorisation of slaughter animals for high-priority biological hazards based on improved food chain information, as well as risk-categorisation of slaughterhouses according to their capability to control those hazards. Omission of palpation and incision during post-mortem inspection for animals subjected to routine slaughter may decrease spreading and cross-contamination with the high-priority biological hazards. For chemical hazards, dioxins and dioxin-like polychlorinated biphenyls were ranked as being of high potential concern; all other substances were ranked as of medium or lower concern. Monitoring programmes for chemical hazards should be more flexible and based on the risk of occurrence, taking into account the completeness and quality of the food chain information supplied and the ranking of chemical substances, which should be regularly updated to include new hazards. Control programmes across the food chain, national residue control programmes, feed control and monitoring of environmental contaminants should be better integrated. Meat inspection is a valuable tool for surveillance and monitoring of animal health and welfare conditions. Omission of palpation and incision would reduce detection effectiveness for bovine tuberculosis and would have a negative impact on the overall surveillance system especially in officially tuberculosis free countries. The detection effectiveness for bovine cysticercosis, already low with the current meat inspection system, would result in a further decrease, if palpation and incision are removed. Extended use of food chain information could compensate for some, but not all, the information on animal health and welfare lost if only visual post-mortem inspection is applied.



© European Food Safety Authority, 2013


 See also
	Meat Inspection sensitivity: from actual procedures to “visual only” option
	Technical hearing on meat inspection of bovines
	Epidemiological indicators for meat inspection of bovine animals
	Meat inspection of solipeds
	Meat inspection of sheep and goats
	Meat inspection – farmed game



 Related topics
  Ispezione delle carni   Malattie zoonotiche 



 Indice



Indice



 Page contents


 


   Did this page meet your expectations ?  Sì
  No



 Thank you! Any more feedback?  I have found the information I was looking for
  The content was easy to understand
  There was the right amount of information
  Other (please specify below)



 Can you help us make it better for you — Why didn’t it meet your expectations?  I did not find the information I was looking for
  The content was difficult to understand
  There was too much or too little information
  Technical problem (please specify below)
  Other (please specify below)



 Please specify below:
 What else positively affected your experience?
 What could be improved to make your experience better?


We value your anonymous feedback and use it to continually improve your experience. If you require an individual response, please visit our Contact us page.
   



  	 Saperne di più su	 Direttore esecutivo
	 Consiglio di amministrazione
	 Regolamento trasparenza
	 Documenti istituzionali


	 Partecipare	 Opportunità di lavoro
	 Consultazioni
	 Gare d'appalto
	 Contributi finanziari


	 Restare in contatto	 Newsletter e servizio di e-mail alert
	 Sala stampa
	 Contatti



 
 	 Accedere a	 OpenEFSA
	 EFSA Journal on Wiley
	 Connect
	 EFSA extranet (DMS)



 


 Seguiteci su RSSXInstagramLinkedinYoutubeSpotify

Scienza, alimenti sicuri, sostenibilità




	Note legali
	Tutela dati personali
	Multilingual practice
	Accessibilità
	Aggiornamenti al sito


 


