  Skip to main content 
 [image: EU flag]An official EU website
An official website of the European Union
  How do you know?  All official European Union website addresses are in the <b>europa.eu</b> domain
 	 Other sites	 EFSA
	 Open EFSA
	 EFSA Journal
	 Connect




    [image: Home - European Food Safety Authority] European Food Safety Authority 

   en English Select your language
 
Many pages on this website have been translated using automatic translation. All reasonable efforts have been made to provide an accurate translation. The reference text is the English version.

	български[Автоматично]
	español[Automatic]
	čeština[Automatické]
	dansk[Automatisk]
	Deutsch[Automatic]
	eesti[automaatne]
	ελληνικά[Αυτόματα]
	English
	français[Automatic]
	Gaeilge[Uathoibríoch]
	hrvatski[Automatski]
	italiano[Automatic]

	latviešu[Automātiski]
	lietuvių[Automatinis vertimas]
	magyar[Automatikus]
	Malti[Awtomatika]
	Nederlands[Automatisch]
	polski[Automatyczne]
	português[Automático]
	română[Automat]
	slovenčina[Automatický]
	slovenščina[Strojno]
	suomi[Automaattinen]
	svenska[Automatisk]








   Top menu
	

   Menu
 	 About	 About us	 Mission and values
	 Transparency
	 Working practices
	 Trusted science
	 External experts


	 Governance	 Management Board members
	 Executive Director
	 Operational Management


	 Documents	 Corporate publications


	 Partners	 EU Member States
	 EU institutions and agencies
	 Competent organisations in Member States
	 International
	 Stakeholder engagement




	 Newsroom	 All contents	 News
	 Campaigns
	 Data visualization
	 Videos
	 Podcast
	 Infographics
	 Factsheets




	 Topics	 All topics
	 Animal health
	 Animal welfare
	 Antimicrobial resistance
	 Chemical contaminants in food and feed
	 Foodborne zoonotic diseases
	 Nutrition
	 Pesticides
	 Qualified presumption of safety (QPS)
	 Glossary


	 Resources	 Data reports
	 Data standardisation	 Food tracing


	 Data collection
	 Methodology	 Guidance
	 Evidence


	 Tools and resources	 Dietary Exposure (DietEx) tool




	 Publications
	 Applications	 Application procedures	 Biological hazards and animal welfare
	 Feed additives
	 Food contact materials
	 Food improvement agents
	 GMO
	 Novel food
	 Nutrition
	 Pesticides


	 Services for applicants	 Services for SMEs
	 Ask a question


	 Toolkit
	 QPS assessment
	 Confidentiality and sanitisation


	 Engage	 Procurement	 Closed tenders below €143k
	 Instructions and forms


	 Grants
	 ISA scheme
	 Fellowship Programme
	 Calls for data
	 Consultations
	 Observers
	 Research Platform
	 Stakeholders	 Engagement platforms
	 Engagement in risk assessment
	 Calls for stakeholders
	 Stakeholder registration




	 Careers	 Working at EFSA
	 Benefits
	 Scientists
	 Experts
	 Staff members
	 Traineeships
	 How to apply
	 Open positions


	 Calendar
	 Other sites	 Open EFSA
	 EFSA Journal
	 Connect




 


 Search 
 





 Main navigation
	About	About us	Mission and values
	Transparency
	Working practices
	Trusted science
	External experts


	Governance	Management Board members
	Executive Director
	Operational Management


	Documents	Corporate publications


	Partners	EU Member States
	EU institutions and agencies
	Competent organisations in Member States
	International
	Stakeholder engagement




	Newsroom	All contents	News
	Campaigns
	Data visualization
	Videos
	Podcast
	Infographics
	Factsheets




	Topics	All topics
	Animal health
	Animal welfare
	Antimicrobial resistance
	Chemical contaminants in food and feed
	Foodborne zoonotic diseases
	Nutrition
	Pesticides
	Qualified presumption of safety (QPS)
	Glossary


	Resources	Data reports
	Data standardisation	Food tracing


	Data collection
	Methodology	Guidance
	Evidence


	Tools and resources	Dietary Exposure (DietEx) tool




	Publications
	Applications	Application procedures	Biological hazards and animal welfare
	Feed additives
	Food contact materials
	Food improvement agents
	GMO
	Novel food
	Nutrition
	Pesticides


	Services for applicants
	Toolkit
	QPS assessment
	Confidentiality and sanitisation


	Engage	Procurement	Closed tenders below €143k
	Instructions and forms


	Grants
	ISA scheme
	Fellowship Programme
	Calls for data
	Consultations
	Observers
	Research Platform
	Stakeholders	Engagement platforms
	Engagement in risk assessment
	Calls for stakeholders
	Stakeholder registration




	Careers	Working at EFSA
	Benefits
	Scientists
	Experts
	Staff members
	Traineeships
	How to apply
	Open positions





     	Home
	Publications




 
 


  Outbreak of Hepatitis A virus infection in residents and travellers to Italy 

 Published:
29 May 2013



 Approved:
28 May 2013





 Share:	  Share via Twitter 
	  Share via Facebook 
	  Share via Linkedin 







 [image: EFSA Journal logo] Wiley Online Library
 Full article:
 Read online at EFSA Journal
 Full article (online viewer)








Meta data
  DOI
https://doi.org/10.2903/sp.efsa.2013.EN-439


 Keywords
hepatitis A virus, HAV, food-borne outbreaks, food-borne diseases


 On request from
EFSA


 Question Number
EFSA-Q-2013-00442



 Contact
zoonoses@efsa.europa.eu






 
 Abstract
Since 1 January 2013, 15 laboratory-confirmed cases of HAV infection have been reported in Germany, the Netherlands and Poland. All cases had travelled to the autonomous provinces of Trento and Bolzano in northern Italy during the exposure period. During the same period, Italy experienced an increase in cases of HAV infection both in the province of Trento and at national level. As the cases do not have a travel history outside the EU within their period of potential exposure, this strongly suggests an outbreak involving several EU Member States, with exposure currently occurring in one EU Member State. The descriptive epidemiology points at a continuous common source of infection. Preliminary epidemiological and environmental investigations indicate mixed frozen berries as the most likely vehicle of infection for this outbreak. A large number of cases reported consumption of berries prior to disease onset. In addition, HAV was isolated from a pack of mixed frozen berries at the residence of one case. RNA sequencing and interviews of patients should provide further evidence to confirm the hypothesis of mixed frozen berries as the vehicle of infection. Viral sequences information on human and food viral specimens are expected from Italy, and on human viral specimens from Poland. Italy is currently developing a multi-state case-control study. According to the available information, it is likely that additional cases will be identified and reported. ECDC invites Member States to raise awareness of a possible increase in HAV cases with a travel history to northern Italy, to report all new cases in EPIS-FWD, to use the common epidemic case definition and questionnaire to interview recent cases and to sequence a subset of viral specimens in order to confirm the link with the current outbreak in northern Italy. Travellers to areas reporting HAV outbreaks should be reminded of the availability of vaccination to prevent the risk of HAV transmission while travelling. Member States, in accordance with their national guidelines, may consider active or passive immunisation of close contacts to cases in order to avoid secondary transmission. ECDC, EFSA and the European Commission, in cooperation with the affected countries, will continue to closely monitor this event and will update the risk assessment as soon as new, relevant information becomes available. Another two HAV-related outbreaks are simultaneously under investigation in four Nordic countries and in travellers returning from Egypt. At present, there is no evidence of links between these outbreaks.
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